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PREFACE.

—0—

THE practice of writing a memoir * of a living public man
scarcely stands in need of defence, since it has become of such
common practice. Within recent years, the careers of Lord -
Beaconsfield and Mr. Gladstone, Lord Wolseley and Mr. Bright,
have been given to the public during their lifetime ; and the
only question that arises, when considering the advisability of
such a publication,—conceding the necessity of abstaining from
publishing matter that would violate any confidences, or unduly
cause pain to the living or the representatives of the dead,—
would appear to have reference to the public demand in each
particular instance. '

Such a question as applied to Sir Frederick Roberts must be
unhesitatingly given in the affirmative. The military achieve-
ments of the gallant officer are great and undeniable, *“ as a
mountain open, palpable.” They have received the unstinted
acknowledgments not only of all classes of his countrymen, but

. of the highest professional authorities of the Continent. Count

Von Moltke and the German generals expressed their unbounded
admiration of the great march from Cabul to Candahar; and
the heroic Skobeleff, whose untimely death was such a crushing
blow to the army he adorned, as well as to the cause of Pan-
slavism, though the peace of Europe was the gainer by his

#* It should be stated that this memoir was completed early in 1882, but
circumstances delayed its publication. It has been compiled from the Blue
Books and official despatches, and from personal reminiscences supplied in
conversation and by correspondence with Sir Frederick Roberts, who himself
revised the entire work, chapter by chapter.
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removal from the scene—was enthusiastic in praise of the
military genius displayed by Roberts throughout the two years
he was the central figure of the war in Afghanistan. And here
we may note a remarkable resemblance in the character and
method of these two distinguished soldiers. Both were gifted
with impetuous valour, complete knowledge of their profession,
a quick intelligence in seizing the features of ground, and
adapting the measures at their disposal to the end sought to be
attained ; an unfailing skill in their tactical combinations, a
perfect yet calm self-reliance, and a faculty for inspiring con-
fidence in others.

Roberts’s dispositions for the capture of the Peiwar Kotul were
most masterly, and his rapid march on Cabul with only 8,000
men, his skill in forcing the enemy’s position at Charasia, and
his seizure of Cabul were brilliant feats of arms worthy the
best days of British prowess. On the abdication of Yakoob
Khan he was, for a time, the de facto ruler of Afghanistan.
His word was law, and he might have said :—

“ Hoc sic jubeo ; sit pro ratione voluntas.”

Severe measures were necessary with the wretches who had
murdered a British Envoy, a personage who, in the East as in
every clime, is invested with a special sanctity ; but no Afghan
suffered the extreme penalty who had not been implicated in
that deed of shame. An unworthy attempt was made to impute
blood-thirstiness to Sir Frederick Roberts, but to those who
are conversant with his character, such a charge will scarcely
demand refutation. In his humanity and gentleness of cha-
racter, our hero resembles the ‘ Happy Warrior * sketched by
Wordsworth :—

“ He who, though thus endued as with a sense
And faculty for storm and turbulence,

Is yet a soul whose master-bias leans
To homefelt pleasures and to gentle scenes.”

Sir Frederick Roberts displayed in a remarkable degree the
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self-reliance to which we have referred, during the memorable
events that occurred at Cabul in December, 1879, when the
cantonment of Sherpur was invested by no less than 100,000 or
120,000 armed men. At no time was there any change in the
serenity of manner for which the General was distinguished,
and which infused a like confidence in his small force belea-
guered in the depth of winter by foes outnumbering them
twenty-fold. '

Since the death of the great Ameer, Dost Mahomed Khan, tke
political condition of Afghanistan bore a striking analogy to that
of England during the Wars of the Roses. As the rival Houses
of York and Lancaster contended for the crown, dividing the
nobles and the country inte two factions, so Afzul Khan and
Shere Ali, the sons of the Dost, and their sons, Abdul Rahman
and Yakoob Khan, bathed the country in the blood of their
adherents. As in England during the 15th century, so in
Afghanistan during the 19th, ¢ uneasy lies the head that wears
a crown ;" and in the see-saw from the throne to the dungeon,
the epigram might be applied to the rival claimants for the
perilous honour of ruling the turbulent races of Afghanistan :—

“ Treason does never prosper ; what's the reason ?
Why, when it prospers, none dare call it treason.”

With the removal of Yakoob Khan to India, and the ap-
pearance of pretenders in the person of his younger brother,
Ayoob Khan, and other claimants for the throne, the task before
Sir Frederick Roberts became more difficult, but with the
assistance of his political officer, Major Hastings, and afterwards
of Mr. (now Sir) Lepel Griffin, he initiated the negotiations
with Abdul Rahman, which have resulted so favourably for the
peace of Afghanistan. Sir Frederick Roberts’s final achievement,
the forced march from Cabul to Candahar with 10,000 soldiers
and 8,000 non-combatants, and his brilliant victory over Ayoob
Khan on the day following his arrival under the walls of the
capital of Western Afghanistan, are now historic, and have
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earned for him a prominent place in that illustrious band
of soldiers who have acquired for this country her Eastern
Emnpire, _

The roll of England’s victories—chequered at distant inter-
vals by reverses—beginning at Cressy, has been prolonged to
Candahar and Tel-el-Kebir. Not even the annals of Rome
can show such a record of victory, achieved over races the most
savage and warlike, assisted by the forces of Nature when
arrayed in her most austere and rugged mood. In climes
where the eagles of her great prototype never penetrated, the
standards of Britain have been planted, and countries having
to her people only & legendary existence—West Africa, the land
of Prester John, and China—have been subjugated by her arms
or compelled to sign an ignominious peace.

England has watered her horses on the banks of the classic
Nile and Euphrates, and her legions have driven her hereditary
foe, the Gaul, from America and India, and have trinumphed
alike over the Zulu in South Africa, the Afghan in Central
Asia, and the Maori in New Zealand. Soldiers that could
overcome the most renowned and martial races of four con-
tinents must be :—

“ Types of a race who shall to‘t.ime unborn

Their country leave unconquered as of yore.”
But much, if not everything, depends upon leadership, and
should a crisis arise in Europe or in any portion of our world-
encompassing Empire, the eyes of the nation—as after the
massacre of the Cavagnari Mission, the. disaster at Maiwand,
and in our ignominious struggle with. the Boers—will instine-
tively turn to Sir Frederick Roberts as conspicuous among that
small band of tried and capable officers to whom will be con-
fided the defence of the honour and interests of the Mother
country and her Colonies.

] . C. R. LOW,
Kensington, June, 1883,
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MEMOIR

OF

SIR FREDERICK ROBERTS.

CHAPTER 1.

Introduction—Some Account of Sir Frederick Roberts’s Family—The Ser-
vices of his Father, General Sir Abraham Roberts—Ilis Early Life, and
Career at Eton, Sandhurst, and Woolwich—Proceeds to India in the
Beogal Artillery—Serves on his Father's Staff and on the Frontier at
Peshawur—OQutbreak of the Indian Mutiny.

A wmemorr of an officer, of whose principal achievement, the
march from Cabul to Candahar, German military critics declare
that it is the most brilliant performance of a British Army
since Waterloo, and which a distinguished officer, who had
served throughout Lord Strathnairn’s victorious campaign in
Central India, declared to us was, in his estimation, the finest
exploit achieved by our arms since Sir Charles Napier’s con-
quest of Scinde—the memoir of such a soldier cannot be
without interest not only to men of his own cloth, but to the
British public, which reads with avidity biographies of its
military heroes.

Sir Frederick Roberts comes of a military stock, and was
cradled, so to speak, amid arms and soldiers. His father, the
late General Sir Abraham Roberts, G.C.B., lived to attain the
age of ninety, and was the patriarch of Indian Generals. In
his day he had achieved no mean renown ; but though his name

" has been commemorated in military history as that of a gallant
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and capable soldier, it is by the achievements of his still more
remarkable son that the name of Roberts will live in our
history. There are yet surviving a few grizzled and aged
warriors, who can bear witness that Brigadier Roberts, of the
first Afghan War, was a good soldier and true, and more, was
possessed of a sagacity and prescience, which, had it been
found in those responsible for the political and military direc-
tion of affairs in Afghanistan, might have averted a terrible
calamity.

The late Sir Abraham Roberts cntered the Royal Army in
July 1801, with the intention of making it his profession, but
the Peace of Amiens in the following year, which caused great
reductions, induced him, with many other officers, to join the
Indian Service, which had then every prospect of active employ-
ment. On the 1st January, 1803, he was gazetted an Ensign
in the Army of the Honourable East India Company, on the
Bengal Establishment, and, in the following year, served under
Lord Lake in his campaign against the Mahrattas. The
young officer lived to see the boundaries of British India ex-
tended from Delhi and Ferozepore to the Khyber Pass, and was
fated to take a prominent part in restoring to his throne that
Shah Soojah, who, with his brother Zemaun Shah, at this time
fluttered the Council Chamber at Calcutta with fears of an
Afghan invasion. How vast were the changes, political,
military, and social, he witnessed in India during the seventy
years succeeding his arrival at Calcutta !

The poet Campbell writes of the motives that induced our
forefathers to conquer India :—

“Did Peace descend, to triumph and to save,
‘When freeborn Britons cross'd the Indian wave ?

Ah, no! to more than Rome’s ambition true,
The nurse of Freedom gave it not to you.”

It was the pursuit of commerce that brought us to India, and
were we to own the truth, it is no high-flown sense of duty, but
our own selfish purposes, and our national love of aggrandize-
ment that keeps us there, and has induced us to lavish the
best blood of England in fighting our way to supreme sove-
reignty over an empire vaster than that of Aurungzebe, and
maintaining it against & military revolt that would have ousted
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from the country any other power but ours. Howerver, as was
said by Marshal McMahon on a memorable occasion :—* J'y
suis, ct j'y reste.”

In 1805, Lieutenant Roberts accompanied Lord Lake in the
pursuit, across the Sutlej, of Holkar and Ameer Khan, and, in
April, 1806, he joined the first battalion 18th Regiment Native
Infantry, then on service in Bundelcund. 'While so employed
he suffered severely from the prevailing sickness, caused by
fatiguing duties and constant exposure, as, in the absence of
cantonments, the army was under canvas during the hot winds
and rains, and continually employed against Pindarees and
marauders.

Early in 1807, Lieutenant Roberts was appointed Adjutant
of his regiment, being at the time the youngest officer on the
establishment performing this duty. At the close of the year
he acted as Major of Brigade to General Dickens’s force at the
sieges of Komona and Gunnowrie, in the Doab, where the
troops suffered severely in killed and wounded. In 1810, he
volunteered for Java, but his services were not accepted.

In May, 1814, Lieutenant Roberts was appointed to the
department of Public Works, but, in November of that year,
his regiment being warned for service in Nepaul, he obtained
permission to rejoin it, and was present at the storm of
Kullunga, where the gallant General Sir Rollo Gillespie fell.
On the 27th December following, though only a subaltern, he
commanded his regiment, which was actively engaged with the
enemy at the Morle-ke-Tebee, close to the fort of Jetuk. The
force, which was commanded by Major (afterwards General Sir) .
William Richards, received the high approbation of the Marquis
of Hastings.® On the 2nd April, 1815, Roberts was Staff Officer

* The Adjutant-General wrote to General G. Martindale, commanding
the column :—* The conduct of Msjor Richards and his detachment claims
the unqualified approbation of the Commander-in-Chief ; that officer suc-
cessfully accomplished the main object for which he was detached, and
maintained his position against superior numbers for an entire day, during
which Major Richards afforded conspicuous proofs of his judgment, coolness
and deliberate valour. His Excellency desires that his particular thanks
and approbation be expressed to Major Richards for his conduct on the
above arduous occasion, as well as to the whole of the officers and men who
composed his detachment, and so ably supported him by their determined
exertions of bravery, zeal, and discipline, and patient endurance of fatigue
and privations.” : 2

B




4 . Memoir of Sir Frederick Roberts.

to a Brigade under the command of Sir William Richards,
which was successfully engaged at Birla-ke-Tcbee, capturing
the Nepaul chief, and completely routing the cnemy, for which
service he received the thanks of his Commanding Officer, and
of the Governor-General, the Marquis of Hastings, who per-
mitted him. on the conclusion of the campaign, as a mark of
favour, to return to his appointment in the Public Works
Department.

On the 9th April, 18106, Lieutenant Roberts again joined his
regiment, which was ordered by express from Moradabad to quell
a rcbellion at Bareilly, in Rohilcund, and made the march of
fifty miles without a halt. While in Rohilecund he was placed
in charge of the Famine Fund, and had the satisfaction of
relieving many thousands of poor sufferers. He now again
returned to his appointment in the Public Works Department,
where his zeal and activity were proverbial.* Ever anxious
to see active service, like his distinguished son, Captain
Roberts, in 1824, volunteered for service in the Burmese War,
and received the following reply from Colonel Marley, Military
Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief, General Sir Edward
Paget, G.C.B., dated 80th June, 1824 :—‘ With respect to
yourself, there cannot be a doubt upon the subject, you il a
very responsible situation under Government, and it is in it
your services will be most useful. Every one who is acquainted
with you knows well, that if storming a stockade formed any
part of your duty, you would go at it like an Irishman.”

So valuable were the services in the Public Works Depart-
ment, alluded to above, that, on the 2nd February, 1828, Lord -

# Colonel Penson, the Superintendent of Public Works, writing to Mr.
W. B. Bailey, Chief Secretary to Government, under date 30th May, 1817,
submitting letters and bills from Lieutenant Roberts, says:—“The sum
which has been saved on the estimate is considerable, and is highly credit-
able to Lieutenant Roberts, - I have likewise the pleasure to submit several
testimonials in behalf of Lieutenant Roberts, which show how great a
favourite this gentleman is in both Civil and Military Departments, and
when I consider how greatly an officer of his activity, practical knowledge,
and integrity, is wanting to look after the valuable public property in the
extensive district of Rohilkund, I hope they may ultimately lead to his
fixture in that province. I lately had an opportunity of examining the
addition to the jail at Mynporee while erecting under this gentleman’s
superintendence, and I think he may challenge all India to produce
better work.” )
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Ambherst, the Governor-General, presented Major Roberts with
a handsome piece of plate, with an inscription testifying to
““ the services rendered by him as head of his department.”

On the 28th September, 1831, he was promoted to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, and, in the following year, was selected by Sir
E. Barnes, Commander-in-Chief, to command the 1st Bengal
Fasiliers, the only European regiment then on the Establish-
ment ; and the offer of the appointment was accompanied with
handsome letters from the Adjutant and Quartermaster-Gene-
rals. " Colonel Roberts worked up this fine regiment, then
mustering considerably over 1,000 bayonets, to a high state of
efficiency, and the General commanding the Dinapore Division
wrote to him on 18th January, 1833 :—‘ What I said to the
regiment this morning, was what I really felt, and had I the
power of language, or a greater fluency of speech, a fair field
was open to me to say more. My A.D.C., who has seen many
reviews at home, declared he had not for years seen a better
performance than the one your fine regiment treated us with
this morning.” At length, after an uninterrupted service of
over thirty years in India, Colonel Roberts * quitted the
country on his return home to arrange for the education
of his children.

After a residence in England of two years, Colonel Roberts
returned to India. In 1838 took place the Afghan War, and on
the 1st November, Colonel Roberts was placed in command of
the 4th Brigade of the Army of the Indus, composed of his own
regiment and the 35th and 87th Bengal N.I. In February,
1889, he commanded in Upper Scinde, and at Bukker, on the
Indus, had to superintend the crossing of the park, treasure,
Commissariat stores, and baggage of the army, which was done

* When Colonel Roberts was about to return home from Cawnpore,
General Sir James Sleigh, K.C.B., wrote to him, under date January 5th,
1834 :—“ As you are about to embark for England, and the Lord knows
when we may again meet, I am induced to send you these few lines to
offer you & memento of my esteem and regard ; and from your having
been so considerable a time stationed at Cawnpore, while I had the honour
of commanding successively the Station and Division, it may not be less
gratifying to you than it is pleasing to myself to assure you how much
that esteem was increased by the assiduity and attention invariably
observed in your exertions to prcmote the good of the service, and to
fulfil the important duties intrusted to your superintendence.”
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without loss. Brigadier Roberts commanded the 4th Brigade
at the storming of Ghuznee on the 28rd July, 1839, and re-
ceived the thanks of the Commander-in-Chief and Governor-
General. Succeeding Sir Robert Sale, who was wounded, in
command of the fortress, under the arrangements he made,
Captain (the late Sir George) Macgregor secured the person of
the commandant, Hyder Khan, a son of Dost Mahomed, with
many of his followers, for which Sir John Keane personally
thanked Brigadier Roberts.

On the termination of the campaign, the Brigadier was ap-
pointed to the command of the Shah’s troops, and Lord Auck-
land promised him the chief command in Afghanistan. Briga-
dier Roberts was an outspoken officer, possessing great expe-
rience of Orientals, and he entirely disagreed with the course
adopted by Sir William Macnaghten, the Envoy and Minister
to the Court of our puppet, Shah Soojah, who, having passed
his life in the secretariat, had no experience of governing a
turbulent race, but took an optimist view of affairs in Afghan-
istan, and persisted in disregarding the warnings of his coad-
jutors and assistants, Burnes, Rawlinson, Macgregor, Nott,
Roberts, and others. Macnaghten being all-powerful at Simla,
carried everything with & high hand, and any one who displayed
independence incurred his displeasure. Thus he counselled the
recall from Candahar of General Nott, because of his blunt out-
spokenness and unconciliatory manners; but the Government
had the good sense to retain this capable officer, who saved
British honour in Southern Afghanistan.

Brigadier Roberts saw the true position of affairs, and, warned
by the unsettled state of the country, and the several minor
disasters that had occurred at outposts, was convinced of the
urgent necessity of precautionary measures. Accordingly he
recommended that the Bala Hissar and detached forts at Cabul
should be strengthened and well armed with artillery; that in
them all the treasure, with an ample supply of grain, should be
lodged, and the troops quartered, so that a large force might be
available for service in the field. He also remonstrated against
the location of troops in remote or exposed situations where
they could not be efficiently supported, and, above all, entreated
that the force of Afghan levies might be very limited, until
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officers were better qualified, by more perfect knowledge of their
language, customs, and feelings, to command them, and until,
from observation and experience, some trustworthy judgment
could be formed of their conduct, trustworthiness and utility.
But his counsels were disregarded, and the levies raised under
Maaule, Hopkins, and other officers, eventually proved to be
mutinous and utterly useless. Again, the military chest for the
whole army was kept in the paymaster’s quarters in the city,
and Roberts pointed out the great danger of this practice, par-
ticularly as the force at Cabul was often very weak. While at
Cabul, with the consent of the Envoy, he caused the treasure
to be placed in the Bala Hissar, and at the same time stored

-therein a supply of grain. However, shortly after, at the

request of the paymaster, but contrary to the wishes of
Brigadier Roberts, the treasure was sent back to the city, and
when, on the fatal 2nd November, 1841, the paymaster’s house
was attacked, the money fell into the hands of the insurgents,
not only feeding the rebellion but leaving the British force
without funds.

Thus it was that the most ordinary military precautions in

_an enemy’s country were deemed superfluous bythe ruling civil

authority, and the steps Roberts had taken, and the measufes
he had recommended, were considered either unnecessary, or
as indicative of an admission of weakness. After the crash, a
high political officer, writing to Roberts on 14th February, 1842,
bears witness to his sagacity :—*¢ How satisfactory it must now
be for you to have written those opinions to which you can refer
a8 having been calculated to prevent much, if not all, of the sad
disasters that have befallen the fine force you left here.”

The Envoy—with whom privately Roberts was on the best of
terms, for Sir William Macnaghten was an accomplished gentle-
man, and possessed a generous, noble nature—looked upon
Roberts as an alarmist, and pitted his own ignorance of mili-
tary affairs against the veteran soldier’s experience of forty
years. He accordingly vetoed Roberts’s measures and thwarted
his endeavours to provide for the coming storm. Lord Auck-
land, who had confidence in the Brigadier, supported him, and
in the following letter, dated 6th July, 1840, administered some-
thing like a reprimand to his zealous, but injudicious represen-
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tative :—* It may, however, I am directed to remark, be of
advantage to both services, as well as to the public finances, if
deference were upon many points paid to the opinion of Briga-
dier Roberts. ..... Hig Lordship in Council has a strong
desire, in which he looks for your concurrence, to uphold the
military position of Brigadier Roberts. Whenever the regular
forces shall be withdrawn from Afghanistan, he will be your
first military anthority, and every British officer employed in
that country should be led to look up to him. But for the
reasons that have been given, his Lordship in Council, though
he would be glad to know that he is frequently consulted by
you and the Shah, would not have him directly interfere with
the organization and internal management of the corps which
are not attached to the Contingent. His TLordship can only
express his approbation of the care which is exhibited by the
Brigadier for the force committed to his charge, and he will be
glad when circumstances will permit him to carry into effect
his views for its discipline and comfort. His Lordship in
Council can have no doubt that in the event of a Corps of
Afghans being substituted for one of the Hindostanee corps of
the Contingent, Brigadier Roberts will regularly attend to any
instructions which he may receive from you upon those ¢ grave
political considerations’ which are attached to every measure
bearing upon the national habits of Afghanistan.” Fortified
by this expression of confidence, Roberts continued to press
his advice on the Envoy with a freedom justified by his
responsibilities and the vast interests at stake: but all to no
effect.

He writes of his action in the matter :— We had ample
means, if properly applied, for any emergency, for Lord Auck-
land had the force most liberally supplied with all requisites
for attack or defence, and he was no doubt disappointed at
receiving such different reports from the Envoy and myself, but
as I was not permitted to use my own judgment in military
matters, or to exercise a salutary control over the force I was
supposed to command, and as I could not convince the ruling
local authority that precaution was necessary, I, with great
regret, wrote to Lord Auckland to say how distressed I was
at all that had occurred, and stated that under existing circum-
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stances I felt that I could not do justice to the very responsible
situation I had the honour to hold.”

On again writing in the same sense, Roberts was informed
that his resignation was accepted, and, in 1841, Brigadier
Anquetil, who perished in the passes during the disastrous
retreat in January, 1842, was sent to relieve him, and so his
connection with Afghanistan ceased.

In 1842, when a large force was concentrated at Ferozepore,
Roberts was placed in command of the 4th Brigade of the
Army of Reserve, and, in 1844, proceeded to England, thus
missing the Gwalior Campaign and the Sutlej and Punjaub
Campaigns. In 1851 Colonel Roberts returned to India, and
was appointed to the command of the Lahore and Peshawur
Divisions. On the murder of Colonel Mackeson, Political
Agent at ~ Peshawur, in 1853, Brigadier-General Roberts
restored confidence by his prompt military arrangements. In
December, 1858, he was compelled from very severe illness to
resign his command, and finally returned to England, thus con-
cluding an honourable and useful military career.

Attaining the rank of Major-General in 1854, ten years
later he became a full General, and in 1862 was appointed
Colonel of the 101st Regiment, formerly his old corps, the 1st
Bengal Fusiliers, which boasts of so brilliant a record of
service from Plassey to Lucknow, and which he had commanded
at the time of the birth of the subject of this memoir. A
Companion of the Bath of 1839, General Roberts received the
K.C.B. on the 20th of March, 1865, and, finally, on the 8th
of December, 1878, was decorated by Her Majesty at Windsor
Castle with the Grand Cross of that Order. Within three
weeks of receiving this honour, the aged soldier, who could
speak of the ¢ brave days of old ” of Wellesley and Lake,
sank to his rest, full of years and honours.

His widow, through the kindness of the Queen, resided,
until her death last year, in Hampton Court Palace, and had the
gratification, denied to her husband, of surviving to witness
the achievements of her son on the fields where his father had
. earned distinction before him.

Our hero’s earliest memories were connected with that most
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debatable of all military subjects, the first Afghan War, in
which the varying phases of success and failure became to his
youthful mind an oft-told, but ever entrancing tale. As a boy
at his father’s table, the talk was—

“Of sallies and retires ; of trenches, tents ;
Of palisadoes, frontiers, parapets ;
Of basilisks, of cannon, culverin ;
Of prisoners’ ransom, and of soldiers slain,
And all the currents of a heady fight.”

To him Afghanistan was a word conjuring up memories that
quickened his pulse, and as, round the board of his venerable
father, he heard discussions with old companions-in-arms of
those dramatic scenes of war, of disgraceful capitulation, of
seemingly hopeless imprisonment, and, finally, of glorious
retrieval, the boy often longed for the time when he would
embark on a military career in that distant land, our conquest
of which forms one of the most remarkable episodes in the
world’s history. Of those veteran comrades of his father few
indeed now survive, the most distinguished being Sir George
Lawrence, Sir James Airey, Sir Vincent Eyre, Sir George
Macgregor, and General Colin Mackenzie,*—who, though he
did unsurpassed good service during the events at Cabul in
1841-42, alone remains undecorated. Such were the incidents,
having a prominent place in the memories of childhood, that
occupied the thoughts of young Roberts, and it is scarcely
surprising that the future hero of Peiwar Kotul, Charasiah
and Candahar, should have dreamed of emulating the career of
his sire in the fields which witnessed some of the most painful
and glorious events in our military annals.

Of the family of Sir Frederick Roberts, some particulars
kindly placed at our disposal by Sir Albert W. Woods, Garter-
King-at-Arms, will interest those of genealogical tendencies.
The Roberts family have been settled for generations in County
‘Waterford, Ireland. One John Roberts married Mary, daughter
of Major Sautelle, one of the French Protestant refugees, who
fought under William the Third, at the battle of the Boyne.

* Since this was written, nearly two years ago, the three last-named
gallant officers have “ gone over to the majority.’
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Their son was the Rev. John Roberts, Magistrate of Passage,
Co. Waterford, who married, on 28rd January, 1771, Anne,
daughter of Rev. Abraham Sandys, of Dublin, and died in
1814, leaving, among other issue, Captain Sir Samuel Roberts,
C.B., R.N., of Belmont, near Waterford; Captain Thomas
Roberts, R.N.; and the father of the subject of this memoir,
born at Waterford, on the 11th April, 1784.

The late Sir Abraham Roberts married, as his first wife,
Frances Isabella, daughter of George Poyntz Ricketts, Bengal
Civil Service, and by her had one son, Major-General George
Ricketts Roberts, Bengal Army; and two daughters, Fanny
Eliza, married Major Charles Grant, Bengal Horse Artillery
(died in November, 1858) ; and Maria Isabella, married Lieu-
tenant William Maconachie Wellwood. Sir Abraham married
secondly, on the 2nd August, 1880, Isabella, daughter of
Abraham Bunbury* of Kilfeacle, Co. Tipperary (formerly
captain in the 62nd regiment) and widow of Major Hamilton
George Maxwell, of Ardwell, by whom she had one son,
Colonel Hamilton Maxwell, and one daughter, married to John
Davis Sherston, Esq., of Evercreach, Somerset. Besides our
hero, Frederick Sleight Roberts, the issue of this marriage
was one daughter, Henrietta Mercer, who died unmarried on
the 8th October, 1880. Sir Abraham Roberts died on the
28th December, 1878, in his 90th year, and was buried in the
parish church of Clifton, where he had continued to reside
after his return from India.}

Sir Frederick Roberts was born at Cawnpore on the 80th
September, 1832, and proceeded to England earlyin 1884 with
his parents, who, on their return to India, two years later, left

* The Bunburys, who came over to England with the Conqueror, had not
long been resident in Waterford.

+ He received his second name of Sleigh from his godmother, widow of
General Sir Francis Sleigh.

T The following is tﬁe heraldic description of the arms, crest, and sup-
porters, conferred on Sir Frederick Roberts as G.C.B.:—Arms. Azure, three
estoiles or, on a chief wavy of the last, an eastern crown gules.

Crest. A Lion rampant or, armed and langued gules, charged in the
shoulder with an eastern crown of the last, and holding in the dexter paw
a sword, the blade wavy argent, hilt and pommel gold.

Supporters—Dexter, a Highlander of the 92nd Regiment, sinister, a
Ghoorka, both habited and holding in their exterior handsa rifle, all proper.
Motto— Virtute et valore.
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him at Clifton. During the succeeding eleven years the home
of young Roberts was at Clifton, where he made many friends,
who will recall the delicate, rather sickly boy whose buoyant
spirits and indomitable nature even then gave promise of
future eminence.

Frederick Roberts received the rudiments of his education
at Miss Carpenter’s, Long Ashton, between 1888-40, and for
the following two years at Monsieur Desprez’s, at Clifton.
Between 1842-45 he was a pupil of Mr. Mills, at Hampton,
and, in September of the latter year, was entered at Eton,
where his tutor was the Rev. T. Eyre Young. He was in the
fourth form at Eton, and gained a prize in mathematics, and
recently we have seen how his old school claimed the honour
of welcoming its distinguished Alumnus, to whom the boys
presented a sword. ‘

In July, 1846, young Roberts left Eton, and, in the following
January, entered Sandhurst, of which Sir George Scovell was
Governor, and General Taylor Lieutenant-Governor. At Sand-
hurst, where he remained until June, 1848, he gained .a
German prize and took up three out of the six steps required
for a commission without purchase. At this time his father,
who Wwas on leave in England, procured him a nomination
to Addiscombe, through the interest of General Caulfield.

There was, however, no vacancy at the Company’s Military
Seminary, and Roberts was entered temporarily as & pupil at
Stoton’s (now Brackenbury’s) Preparatory Military Academy at
Wimbledon, whence he proceeded to Addiscombe on the 1st
February, 1850. Here his military education was conducted
under the superintendence of General Stannus, and of his
successor in the Governorship, Sir Frederick Abbott, who still
survives to congratulate himself on his successful pupil.

At Addiscombe, where Roberts attained the rank of corporal,
he remained for nearly two years, and, in the winter of 1851,
came out ninth in a batch of between forty and fifty cadets
who passed the qualifying examination. The six at the top of
the list selected the corps of Engineers. The two next, to his
great satisfaction, preferred the Bombay Artillery, and so
Roberts was posted, according to his special wish, to the
Bengal Artillery,—the chances of seeing service, and the field



Roberts's School and Addiscombe Days. 13

of distinction being greater during the present century in that
Presidency than in those of Madras and Bombay.

Among Roberts’s contemporaries, during the four terms he
was at Addiscombe, were Major-General Sir James Hills, V.C.,
K.C.B., whose services at Delhi, in Abyssinia, and in
Afghanistan, shed such lustre on the corps of which, like
Roberts, he was a member ; Captain Elliott Brownlow, of the
Bengal Engineers, who was killed at Lucknow; Colonel
Lambert, of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers; and Colonel Zneas
Perkins, R.E., C.B., A.D.C., for whose services as Command-
ing Engineer, Roberts applied when he was first appointed to
the command of the Koorum force, and who served under his
old Addiscombe friend throughout the Afghan War. The two
latter officers were, with Roberts, members of a party of six,
who ‘“ chummed " together and had a fund in common which
was placed at the disposal of the fortunate individual who got
leave to London from Saturday to Monday.

“While at Addiscombe, Roberts was in very indifferent health,
and suffered so much from heart complaint, that at times he
would have sherry by his bedside at night to revive him.
However, his spirits never flagged, but rose superior to the
ailments of a delicate body, so that he was always remarkable
for his gaiety and cheeriness. Though small and far from
robust, his figure was well knit and very wiry, and his
personal appearance in his Addiscombe days is described as
giving the impression of his being much older than he was,
and he was then, as through life under the most discouraging
circumstances, very particular in his dress.

On the 12th " December, 1851, Roberts was gazetted a
second Lieutenant in the Bengal Artillery, a branch of the
Company's Service which has reared many eminent soldiers, as
Horsford, D’Arcy Todd, Pollock, Henry Lawrence, Archdale
Wilson, Harry Tombs, and others too numerous to mention.
On the 20th February, 1852, Lieutenant Roberts sailed from
Southampton in the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steam-
ship Ripon, by the overland route, which, with its changes
at Alexandria, Cairo, and Suez (and at Aden for the Bombay
passengers), those who went out to India, ‘‘ Consule Planco,”
will contrast unfavourably with the present through system of
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passage by the Canal. At Suez, Roberts took passage in the
Oriental, which embarked a double complement of passengers,
owing to a delay in the previous steamer. The heat in the
Red Sea was very trying to the * griffins,” who had left
England in the depth of winter, and one of the number, a
gallant officer, who has seen much hard service in Delhi and
elsewhere, told us he had never forgotten Roberts remarking to
some of them one day:—*“ I don’t know how we shall ever be
able to fight in India if it is as hot as this.” The gallant
youngster, however, learned to fight throughout the terrible heat
of the days at Delhi, and recently we have seen how the fiery
sun of Afghanistan was unable to quench his ardour for the
rough school of war. '

Among Roberts’s fellow-passengers to Calcutta were Sir
Barnes Peacock, Chief Justice of Bengal, who is still in
harness as a Member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, and that veteran officer, Sir John Gough, G.C.B.,
going out to resume his office of Quartermaster-General of
Queen’s troops. On his arrival in India, Roberts reported
himself at Dum Dum, then the head-quarters of the Bengal
Artillery, but, after a brief stay of four months, proceeded up-
country to Peshawur, where his father was Brigadier-General
in command of the Division. Here he served on his father’s
staff in the capacity of acting aide-de-camp, not having passed
the languages, but, early in 1852, joined the 1st Peshawur
Mountain Battery, commanded by Captain (now Major-General)
Tom Brougham, who had the satisfaction of giving the first
training in the duties of gunner to the hero of the second
Afghan War. Lieutenant Roberts’s activity and smartness in
acquiring his duties procured him the coveted ‘¢ jacket,” and, at
the end of 1854, he was posted to the 1st troop, 2nd Brigade,
Bengal Horse Artillery,—that splendid service which drew
from Lord Hardinge, no mean judge, the avowal that it was
unequalled by any in the world. It was no mean distinction
to serve in this troop, then commanded by Colonel Barr, an
officer who had served with distinction in Afghanistan, and
Roberts, by his zeal and efficiency as an artillery officer, kept
up the prestige it had acqnired.

Roberts’s early service was uneventful. He was not so
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fortunate as to be engaged in the war against Burmah, which
took place in the year of his arrival in India, but though a
valuable province was acquired as the result of the campaign,
little honour acerued to our arms in the defeat of so unworthy
a foe. Still it was disappointing to an eager soldier like
Roberts, and a weary five years passed without his seeing a
shot fired. To serve on the staff is in India, as in England,
the ambition of the most capable officers of the army, and, on
the 25th March, 1856, Roberts was appointed to officiate as
Deputy - Assistant - Quartermaster - General of the Peshawur
Division, an appointment he held, with a brief intermission,
until the outbreak of the Mutiny in 1857. The question of
the causes of the Mutiny have been discussed by so many
writers that it may almost be said, quot hominis tot sententic.
Many well qualified to speak have attributed that great convul-
sion—which rivalled the French Revolution in its horrors, and
the magnitude of the political and social changes introduced by
its agency—to our recent annexation of Oude, to the bad faith
with which the Native Army was treated, and to our denial of
the rights of adoption to the Hindoo chiefs; but these, whether
taken singly or together, do not, in our opinion, account for
the Indian Mutiny. The annexation was a measure for the
good of the people of Oude, necessitated by the incredible
misgovernment of its rulers, who had been warned since the
time of Lord Wellesley of its imminence. The question of
adoption had only a contingent interest for the Native rulers,
and in no way concerned the Native Army; and as to the
charge of bad faith, the Sepoys had been petted and spoiled
until they entertained an overweening estimate of their import-
ance—an idea likely to be renewed if the fuss made over the
Indian Contingent for their recent services in Egypt is to be
repeated on every occasion we have need of their services
beyond the Indian frontier.

Rather may we attribute the Mutiny to the lax discipline of
the Native Army, the small power entrtusted to the European
officers, which had been so whittled away that, by an order of
Sir William Gomm (Commander-in-Chief in succession to Sir
Charles Napier, in 1851), a Sepoy might appeal against the
Commanding officer to a court-martial. In our opinion Sir
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Richard Temple, whose experience of Indian questions is un-
surpassed, hit the right nail on the head when, in his ‘“ Men
and Events of my Time,” he gives the following reason as a
¢ sufficient and self-evident explanation” of the great Mutiny :—
¢“ The short and plain truth is that the great Mutiny of 1857
arose because the British Government in India had for a long
time maintained & Native Army much too large, and a British
force much too small. The Government thus unwittingly
placed itself in the power of the Sepoys. This, and this alone,
was the main cause of that tremendous event. The Sepoys
would never have revolted unless they had felt themselves able
to do so with some chance of success.”

Nothing is so certain in India as the unforeseen. When,
early in 1857, the first symptoms of disaffection manifested
themselves among our Sepoys, few even among the most
sagacious anticipated the deluge of mutiny that was about to
overwhelm the land. It was a time of fierce trial to every
English-speaking individual in the peninsula. In view of the
magnitude of the interests affected, the extent of the area over
which warlike operations raged, and the dramatic nature of
the scenes that enthralled the attention of the civilized world,
well might the portents have been expected, anticipated by
Cesar’'s wife on the eve of the ¢‘ Ides of March,” so memor-
able in classic history :— :

*¢Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds,
In ranks, and squadrons, and right form of war,
Which drizzled blood upon the Capitol ;
The noise of battle hurtled in the air,
Horses did neigh, and dying men did groan.”

But though mutterings of sedition were heard at Barrackpore
and elsewhere, and portended disaster to those ‘who had ears
to hear,” and recalled the scenes before enacted there and at
Vellore, yet no one dreamed of the storm that was about to
burst over the land. Balls and pic-nics enlivened the dulness
of the military stations asin former years, and all ¢“ went merry
as a marriage bell ” at Meerut, Jhansi, Futtehgurh, and Cawn-
pore—that name of horror to English ears—always one of the
gayest of stations. The fair women, some newly arrived from
England, looked forward with pleasing anticipations to winning
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the hearts of the gallant men, of which many were so soon to
be stilled in death. And these brave men, whose names are
imperishably recorded in the history of the events of '57, what
recked they of the wrath to come? Did not & great master of
their art enunciate for their guidance a philosophic truth that

has nerved the hearts of many in the supreme moment of
battle ?

% Cowards die many times before their deaths,
The valiant never taste of death but once.”

7
(o]
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CHAPTER II.

The Siege of Delhi—Roberts joins the Punjaub Movable Column—-Proceeds
to Delhi as Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-General of Artillery—
Lieutenant Roberts participates in the Action of the 9th July—
Gallantry of his Friend, Lieutenant Hills—Roberts is wounded in the
Fighting on the 14th July—Preparations for the Bombardment—-
Roberts serves in No. 2 Battery at Ludlow Castle—The Storm and Cap-
ture of Delhi— Sir James ll-grind’ta Reminiscences of Sir Frederick
Roberts at Delhi.

O the 12th May, 1857, news of the mutiny at Meerut and the
seizure of Delhi was received at Peshawur, where Lieutenant
Roberts was officiating as Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-
General of the division then commanded by Major-General
Reed. Before noon of the following day, & council of war to
provide for the defence of the Peshawur valley and the Punjaub
generally, was held at the General’s quarters, at which was
assembled a group of officers such as any country might be
proud to number among her sons—Brigadier Sydney Cotton,
commanding the Peshawur garrison; Lieutenant-Colonel
Herbert Edwardes, Commissioner of the division; Lieutenant-
Colonel Nicholson, Deputy Commissioner of Peshawur; and
Brigadier Neville Chamberlain, commanding the Punjaub
Frontier Force. It was a meeting fraught with mighty conse-
quences, for on the counsels of the assembled officers rested, in
a measure, the destinies not only of the Punjaub, but of the
entire Peninsula. At Nicholson’s suggestion it was decided
that a Movable Column should be formed to operate upon any
point menaced with danger.

General Reed, accompanied by Lieutenant Roberts as the
officer representing the Quartermaster-General’s department of
his division, went to Rawul Pindee, whither he had been sum-
moned by Sir John Lawrence, Chief Commissioner of the
Punjaub, to concert measures for the safety of the border
province of the Empire during the crisis which, that sagacious
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statesman recognized with prescient vision, had arrived. After
conferring with Sir John Lawrence, General Reed submitted
to the Commander-in-Chief by telegraph the names of Cotton,
Edwardes, Nicholson, and Chamberlain for the command of the
Movable Column formed on the 20th May, and General Anson
telegraphed back his selection of the last-named officer for the
responsible duty.

General Chamberlain appointed Lieutenant Roberts to be
staff officer of the column, which they joined at Wuzeerabad on
the Chenaub. It consisted of the following troops from Seal-
kote :—H.M.’s 52nd Light Infantry, Colonel Campbell ; Major
Michael Dawes’ troop of Horse Artillery ; Captain G.Bourchier’s
(No. 17) Field Battery; the 85th Native Infantry, Colonel
Younghusband; and a wing of the 9th Cavalry. There were also
attached Major Knatchbull’s battery of Native Artillery, the 16th
Irregular Cavalry, and wing of the 17th Cavalry. A difficulty
now arose on & question that, in our Army, has so often proved
a stumbling-block to military efficiency—the question of com-
. mand as regulated by seniority. Colonel Campbell was senior to
Neville Chamberlain, and declined to serve under his junior ; but
on referring the matter to Lahore, it was soon set at rest, Colonel
Campbell being informed that he must either retire from the
force or serve under his junior's command. Like a good soldier
he selected the latter alternative, and, at a later date, arriving
at Delhi with Geeneral Nicholson, did good service at the siege.
As Colonel Herbert Edwardes wrote at the time :—¢ How
common sense revenges itself upon defective systems when real
dangers assail a State. Had there been no struggle for life or
death when would Neville Chamberlain and John Nicholson, in
the prime of their lives,* with all their faculties of doing and
enduring, have attained the rank of brigadier-general ? Why
should we keep down in peace the men whom we must put up
in war ?”

The Movable Column marched from Wuzeerabad on the 28th
May, and in a few days arrived at Lahore. The troops at Meean
Meer, the military cantonment of Lahore, consisting of three
regiments of infantry and one of cavalry, had already been dis-

® General Nicholson was at this time thirty-five, and General Chawber-
lain two years his senior. Edwardes himself was only thirty-eight.
c 2
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armed by Brigadier Corbett, and it was now decided to dismount
the 8th Cavalry, a notoriously disaffected corps, like most of
the mounted regiments. The operation was' successfully
effected in the following manner. By a slight change in the
usual marching order of the column, H.M.’s 52nd were placed
in front, it having been previously intimated to the officer com-
manding that, while the left wing and the rest of the column
halted at the civil station at Anarkullee, the right wing was to
march on to Meean Meer, the encampment six miles farther
on, and take up ground at the central picket. The wing
arrived in the dim twilight, and drew up alongside the picket,
which consisted of two companies of H.M.’s 81st Foot, four
guns of the Horse Artillery, and Lieutenant Nicholson's *
Irregular Cavalry. The 8th were then ordered out. Over-
awed by the proximity of so large a European force, and with
Coke's unsympathising Punjaubees at their side, they sullenly
obeyed the order to dismount.

General Chamberlain halted with the Movable Column at
Lahore for a few days, during which two Sepoys of the 85th
Native Infantry, the same regiment which had done such good
service at Jellahabad under Sir Robert Sale, were tried for
using seditious language and endeavouring to instigate their
comrades to mutiny, and, being convicted, were, on the 9th of
June, blown away from guns. On the previous evening intelli-
gence had been received by telegraph of the mutiny of the 36th
and 61st Native Infantry at Jullundhur, and, on the night of the
execution, the Movable Column marched thither, and, on the
following day, had covered the distance of thirty miles between
Lahore and Umritsur. ,

Near the sacred city of the Sikhs is the important fortress of
Govindghur, garrisoned at this time by a company of artillery,
and a company of H.M.’s 81st Regiment. Here General Cham-
berlain received orders to join the Delhi Field Force, to take the
place of Colonel Chester, the Adjutant-General, who had been
killed at the action of Budlee-Kee-Serai, on the 9th June; and
Colonel Denniss, second in command of the 52nd, took tempo-

* Lieutenant Charles Nicholson, who was a brother of General Nicholson,
lost an arm at the storm of Delbi, and died some time later when on a
visit to the grave of his brother, whose death affected his health.
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rary command until the arrival of the Column at Jullundhur on
the 21st of June. On the following day, Brigadier-General
Nicholson assumed charge, to the great satisfaction of the
entire force, and, on the 24th, proceeded to Phillour. Lieutenant
Roberts continued on Nicholson's staff in charge of the quar-
termaster-general’s department, and soon gained the entire con-
fidence of his chief.

These two soldiers, whose exploits during crises in our Indian
history have placed their names high in the temple of fame,
had much in common. Both possessed that impetuous valour
which refuses to be deterred by difficulties when an object has
to be achieved, and yet both were gifted with that military
insight which correctly gauges the means necessary to effect the
end sought to be attained ; inspired on the field of battle by
the “ Gaudia certaminis,’’ the rapture of the strife, referred to
by Attila in his address to his soldiers, these born leaders of men
were never more self-possessed than at such a time, Inshort,
Nicholson and Roberts were gifted with that spark of heavenly
fire we call genius, whether possessed by the poet, painter, states-
man, or soldier. Speaking of the military qualifications of the
officers under whom he served during the Indian Mutiny,
Roberts gives the palm incontestably to Nicholson, as not only
the best, but indeed the only one who was possessed of that
rarest of attributes.

From Jullundhur General Nicholson marched to Phillour,
twenty-four miles distant, on the right bank of the Sutlej, in
the direct line of the Grand Trunk Road, a place of such great
strategical value, that Sir Charles Napier described it as the
¢ key of the Punjaub.” The safety of Phillour was of essential
importance, as in the strong fort. is & magazine, with munitions
of war only inferior in importance to those stored at Ferozepore
and at Delhi, now feeding the rebellion, owing to the same
system of crass stupidity which cost us an army at Cabul—the
system by which the very sinews of war are placed within the
keeping of those who may be our enemies.

Some difficulty was experienced in crossing the Beas, which
had risen; but Lieutenant Roberts effected the passage of the
troops and stores with a success that elicited the commendation
of his chief. On the morning of the 25th of June, on his
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arrival at Phillour, General Nicholson put into execution a step
he had been for some time revolving in his mind. This was
the disarming of the 88rd and 85th Regiments of Native
Infantry, the arrangements for which were made by Lieutenant
Roberts, and were carried out with complete success. When
the General made his appearance on the camping-ground, there
were no signs of preparation for any unusual occurrence. The
Europeans and the guns were in advance, and so placed that
when the suspected Sepoy regiments came up in succession to
the camping-ground, they were completely at the mercy of their
white comrades. These had their instructions, and were so
disposed, many of the Europeans lying on the ground as if for
rest, that the most suspicious could detect no symptom of the
impending disarmament. As, however, the first of the Native
regiments came up, the men were told to pile their arms by
Nicholson, who, leaning over one of the guns, gave his orders
as unconcernedly as though they were of the most ordinary
character. '

¢« If they bolt,” he said to Captain Bourchier, of the artillery,
““you follow as hard as you can ; the bridge will have been
destroyed, and we shall have a Sobraon on a small scale.”

But the Sepoy regiments, entrapped by the suddenness of the
order, and scarcely knowing what they were doing, piled their
arms at the word of command, and suffered them to be taken
to the fort. This done, Nicholson addressed them, saying that
desertion would be punished with death, and that they could
not possibly escape, as the fords were watched. Eight men
made the attempt, but were brought back, tried, and con-
demned.*

On the following day Lieutenant Roberts severed his con-
nection with the Punjaub Movable Column. Hearing that
artillery officers were urgently required at Delhi, he applied for
permission to resign his appointment, and join the army there.
General Nicholson at first would not give his consent, but
Roberts urged his request so earnestly, that, at length, the
gallant General, who could not but sympathize with the ardour
of the young staff officer, whose ambition to be where blows were

* See “Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoy Army,” by
Colonel G. Bourchier, C.B., Bengal Horse Artillery.
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thickest, struck a responswe chord in his own breast, gave the
required permission.

Quitting the column at Phillour, Lieutenant Roberts trav-
elled in & mail cart with two officers—Lieutenant C. F. Packe,
4th Native Infantry (attached to the 4th Sikh Infantry during
the siege), who was shot in the ankle and maimed for life the
morning after their arrival at Delhi, and Captain W. G. Law,
10th Native Infantry (attached to the 1st Punjaub Infantry,
known as Coke's Rifles, from their gallant leader), who was
killed during the siege. »

On arriving at Delhi, on Sunday, the 28th of June, Lieu-
tenant Roberts was first appointed Deputy-Assistant Quarter-
master-General to the cavalry brigade, but, at his own request,
was transferred in the same capacity to the artillery. Within a
few days of his arrival in the camp, beneath the historic ‘“ ridge’’
whereon the batteries of the immortal Delhi Field Force were
placed, the army was strengthened by some small reinforce-
ments, but at no time did it exceed 9,000 efficient combatants,

The siege, upon which the small British force, under the
command of Sir Henry Barnard, entered in June, 1857, is,
probably, unparalleled in modern times, for the besiegers were
at times equally the besieged, and they were outnumbered as
three to one, so that the labour and fighting were harassing
in the extreme. Such an event as a regular siege undertaken
during the monsoon months was unknown in our Indian history,
and would have horrified such old campaigners as Lord Gough,
being contrary to what honest Fluellen calls ‘‘the true and
ancient prerogatifes and laws of the wars.”” It wasa time when
the stubborn character of the English blood was displayed at
its best, and the men who know pot when they are beaten clung
with desperate tenacity to their lines and batteries, whilst con-
tinuous bodies of rebels poured into the city, flushed with
murder and rapine, and bent on establishing the truth of the
prophecy held out as a bait to them—that the English Raj,
which was founded at Plassey on the 28rd of June, 1757,
would come to an end on the hundredth anniversary of that
event. It was a time of stern, arduous effort, when every man
had to play his part, and the heroic in the nature of each found
opportunities of display.
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Delhi in 1857 was no place for poltroons or fops, such as the
lord who excited the ire of the soldierly Percy :—
“Neat, trimly dress’d,

Fresh as & bridegroom ; and his chin, new reap’d,
Show’d like a stubble-land at harvest time.
. » » »

As the soldiers bore dead bodies by,

He called them untaught knaves, unmannerly,
To bring a slovenly unhandsome corse
Betwixt the wind and his nobility.”

All eyes in India were centred on Delhi, the focus of rebellion,
and it was universally recognized that upon the ability of the
small British force, scarce stronger at times than a brigade, to
bring the siege to a successful conclusion, depended our hold of
the great Eastern dependency and the safety of every white
man, woman, and child in the country. It was resolved, in
spite of some more timid counsels in high places, to fight it out
on that ridge, and, bull-dog like, to die, if needs be, before
relinquishing their hold on the throat of rebellion.

While the effective strength of the besieging force, even
with the addition of wings of H.M.’s 8th and 61st Regiments,
only numbered 6,600 men, the rebels received constant rein-
forcements, and, on the 1st and 2nd July, the Rohilcund
mutineers marched over the bridge of boats across the Jumna,
in full view of the British troops on the ridge above the camp.
They consisted of No. 15 Horse Battery, two 6-pounder guns,
the 8th Irregular Cavalry, and the 18th, 28th, 29th, and 68th
Native Infantry. The rebels continued to receive accessions
of strength, and, during the month of June, there arrived the
Jhansi troops, consisting of half No. 18 Light Field Battery, a
wing 12th Native Infantry, and the 14th Irregular Cavalry; and
the Neemuch Brigade, which included a troop of Native Horse
Artillery, & wing 1st Light Cavalry, the 72nd Native Infantry,
the Tth Regiment of the Gwalior Contingent, and the cavalry
and infantry of the Kotah Contingent. At the lowest esti-
mate, Lieutenant Norman, Assistant Adjutant-General of the
Field Force, places the rebel strength in August at 80,000
men, exclusive of undisciplined men recruited from the city
and rural population. Their supply of guns and ammunition
was practically inexhaustiblo, owing to their possession of the
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magazine in Delhi, the British force being scarcely sufficient
to invest one-third of the walls, and access to the left bank of
the Jumna being secured to the rebels by the bridge of boats,
which was protected by the fire of the guns at Selimgurh, and was
fully 2,600 yards from the British batteries. A constant stream
of supplies was poured into the city, the British commanders
being content to be able to keep open their rear, and communi-
cate with the Punjaub, whence all their supplies were derived.

Had the large force of trained regular and irregular cavalry at
the disposal of the rebel leaders been properly handled, it is
certain that communications with Umballa and other points in
the rear could not have been maintained, thus ensuring the
raising of the siege and the temporary success of the rebellion
until the arrival of reinforcements from England ; but through-
out the protmct.ed operations known as the Mutiny, the
rebellious Sepoys were destitute of any directing head or leader
of capacity, and there being no plan of combined action, such
advantages as they possessed were neglected.

Lieutenant Roberts had not been long in camp before his
ardent spirit was gratified by participating in the almost daily
conflicts in which the Field Force was engaged, either repel-
ling an attack or taking the initiative. On the 80th June the
rebels made an attack on the position on the extreme right, at
Hindoo Rao’s house, and Lieutenant Roberts witnessed some
sharp fighting, lasting from 9 A.m. till 2 p.M., when the enemy
were repulsed.

During the afternoon of the 8rd July, encouraged by the
arrival of large reinforcements, a body of some 5,000 or 6,000
insurgents moved into the gardens and suburbs on the right of
the British position, and pushed on rapidly from Alipore, one
march in rear of the camp, compelling the squadron of 5th
Punjaub Cavalry stationed there to fall back towards Rhye.
The fire of the enemy’s guns could be heard in camp, and at
2 A.M. on the 4th July, Major Coke was sent to intercept the
rebels with a column, consisting of four guns of Captain
Money'’s troop of Horse Artillery, and two guns of the native
troop, Major Scott’s Horse Battery, a squadron Carabineers, a
squadron 9th Lancers, the Guide Cavalry, the wing H.M.’s
61st Regiment, and the 1st Punjaub Rifles. Roberts, in the
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capacity of staff officer, accompanied this column, which num-
bered in all about 300 cavalry, 800 infantry, and 12 guns,
which were all that could be spared from the camp.

At one time grave fears were felt that the rebels might be
pushing on to attack Kurnaul, or, at least, to intercept
treasure on the road under native escort between that station
and Delhi. About sunrise, however, it became known that
they had re-crossed the canal near Alipore, and were returning
towards Delhi along the high and dry ground running nearly
parallel with the canal, and at a distance from it of a mile or
more. Major Coke at once moved to take them in the flank,
but had to proceed over a swampy cross-country road for a
mile and a half to a bridge over the canal, and then had more
than a mile of swampy fields to pass over. The Artillery came
first into action, and were immediately answered by the
insurgents’ guns, which had been moved into a village when
they perceived the British approach, their infantry and cavalry
at the same time facing towards the advancing enemy. The
infantry, however, save some posted in the village, soon com-
menced moving off again, their cavalry shortly did the same,
and their artillery fire slackening, it was evident their guns
also were being withdrawn. Major Coke again advanced his
guns, though with much difficulty, owing to the nature of the
ground, and, hurrying on the infantry and mounted men, the
Guide Cavalry on the left were directed to push forward and get
on the line of the enemy’s retreat ; owing, however, to the deep
mud, little progress could be made, and the rebels carried off
all their guns. However, all the plunder taken from Alipore
was re-captured, together with some artillery waggons and
ammunition.

On his return towards camp, Major Coke rested his infantry
and some of his cavalry at the canal bank, and, while here, was
attacked by some fresh troops from Delhi, including & body of
800 horse. The firing was sharp, and cavalry and artillery
were sent from camp to Major Coke’s support. The attack,
however, had been virtually repulsed before these supports
arrived, and all returned to camp, the Europeans having
suffered much from the intense heat of the sun.

On the 5th of July, the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Henry

e g g s

AN o R N v ST



The Sortie of the oth Fuly. 27

Barnard, an officer much liked and respected, expired of
cholera, after an illness of six hours, and General Reed, as
senior officer in the camp, became Provisional Commander-in-
Chief, being the third since the 28rd of May, when General
Anson had died of that terrible Indian scourge.

On the 9th of July, a severe action was fought with the
enemy, in which Lieutenant Roberts participated in the
capacity of staff officer of the force engaged. Daring the
morning the rebels, in great force, showed out of the city in
the suburbs on the right, and about ten o’clock a body of horse,
asgisted by the treachery of the 9th Irregular Cavalry, made a
determined raid into the British lines. On the right was a
mound, on which was a battery of three 18-pounders, with an
infantry picket, facing the Subzee Mundee suburb, and to the
right again were stationed two Horse Artillery guns, with an
escort of a troop of the 6th Dragoon Guards (Carabineers).
Beyond these, at a position called the Fakir's Enclosure, was a
native officer’s picket of the 9th Irregulars, with two vedettes
thrown forward. The folly of placing an inlet of the camp
practically in the keeping of these horsemen, who had shown
by their action at Budlee-Kee-Serai, on the 8th of June, that
little confidence could be reposed in them, was soon made
manifest. The rebel cavalry suddenly charged through the
picket of Irregulars and dashed upon the two Horse Artillery
guns of Major Tomb’s troop, commanded by Lieutenant
Hills.* The gallantry and self-sacrifice displayed by this
officer should be chronicled here in a memoir of his old
Addiscombe friend, whom he accompanied in his memorable
advance on Cabul, after the massacre of the Cavagnari
mission. .

The Carabineers, only numbering thirty-two troopers, all
young soldiers, turned and broke, with the exception of
Lieutenant Stillman and two or three men. Lieutenant Hills,
seeing the rebel horsemen advancing unopposed, and desirous
of giving his gunners time to unlimber, took the desperate
resolution of charging single-handed the head of the column.
It was a self-sacrificing resolve, worthy to be compared with

* Now Major-General Sir James Hills, V.C,, K.C.B.
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that of the Curtius who sacrificed his life for the good of the
Republic, and it was right gallantly carried out, and gained that
young officer the coveted V.C., which was never more worthily be-
stowed. Charging with impetuosity, Hills cut down the first man
he met with, slashed a second across the face with his sword, and
turned to meet two other horsemen who had made at him. The
horse of the young officer came into violent collision with the
steeds of the sowars, and he was hurled to the ground ; the fall
probably saved his life, for both his enemies had made desperate
cuts at him, which did not take effect, though one laid open his
jacket just below the left arm. Hills lay for a moment stunned,
and the sowars, thinking him killed, passed on ; recovering him-
self, he regained his sword, which lay about ten yards off, and
had just time to secure it before he found himself confronted
with three ¢ Pandies,’”’ two on horseback and the third on foot.
The position was as desperate as can well be imagined, but
Hills managed to engage them in detail. The first man he
- brought down from his horse by a sword-cut, and as the second
charged him, lance in rest, he dexterously guarded the thrust,
and, with a swinging blow, brought him also off his perch. The
fellow had received a terrible gash across the head and face,
but advanced upon young Hills, who, in a second encounter,
despatched him by a sabre wound on the head. He had
hardly disposed of this antagonist when the third and most for-
midable of the trio, a young and powerful man, was upon him.
Hills was now exhausted, and moreover was almost suffocated
by his cloak, which during the struggle had got tightly twisted
round his throat. A cut he made at his adversary’s head was
parried, and the Pandy, running in, seized the hilt of Hills’
sword and wrenched it out of his hand. Having nothing left
but his fists, the young Englishman brought into play the
““noble art” he had acquired at Addiscombe. ‘‘Punching the
head ”” would, however, do little in the case of & man with a sword,
and Hills fell in the struggle, and would have been despatched
had not Major Tombs, at the critical moment, dropped his
antagonist by a lucky *‘potshot’ with his revolver at thirty
yards.

But Hills’ penchant for fighting was not yet satisfied. Re-
turning after some time to secure the unlimbered gun which
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had been left behind, the two officers saw the man whom they
thought killed making off with & pistol which Hills had
hurled at one of his assailants during the recent mélee.
The young officer ran after him, and made a cut at him with
his sword, which the Pandy cleverly avoided by springing on
one side, at the same time inflicting a severe wound on Hills’
head. The latter sprang to his feet, and cutting at his
adversary, nearly severed his hand at the wrist. Major Tombs
now arrived and despatched the plucky native by running
him through the body. Both these gallant artillery officers
received the Victoria Cross, and both acquired great subsequent
distinction.*

Meanwhile, the rebel horsemen riding over and past the
guns, followed the flying Dragoons in at the right of the camp,
but, failing to induce a troop of native horse artillerymen to join
them, were soon driven out by some troops hastily collected
together by Captain Fagan, of the Artillery. During this epi-
sode the rebels maintained a heavy cannonade from the guns
on the city walls and field-pieces in the open, while large bodies
of the enemy, stationed in the enclosures and gardens of the

~suburbs, opened fire on the batteries and Subzee Mundee
pickets. To dislodge these a& column was formed, under the
command of General Chamberlain, who was accompanied by
Lieutenant Roberts. The force consisted of Major Scott's
Horse Battery, the available men of the wings 8th and 61st
Foot, and the 4th Sikh Infantry, in all about 700 infantry and
six guns, reinforced en route by the head-quarters and two
companies 60th Rifles, under Lieutenant-Colonel J. Jones,
the infantry being commanded by Brigadier W. Jones, C.B.
As this column, under constan{ and heavy showers of rain,
swept up through the Subzee Mundee, Major Reid, commanding
the Sirmoor Battalion, was instructed to move down from Hindoo
Rao’s picket on the ridge and co-operate with such infantry as
could be spared from the main picket. The insurgents were
cleared out of the dense vegetation of the gardens without
difficulty, though at some of the serais they offered a very
obstinate resistance, and were not dislodged without considerable

* Sir Harry Tombs, the very deau ideal of a soldier in character and
personal appearance, died a few years ago of a painful malady.
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loss. The success of the day, says Norman, ** was greatly due
to the admirable and steady practice of Major Scott’s Battery,
under a heavy fire, eleven men being put hors de combat out of
its small complement.”” The British loss was one officer and
forty men killed, and eight officers and 163 men wounded ; that
of the enemy being officially computed at 500.

This was the first severe action in which Roberts was en-
gaged, and it so whetted his appetite for fighting that a few
days later, when another ‘¢ tamasha” came off, he was in the
thick of it, and received & wound which was near putting a
premature termination to his career.

The hardships of camp life were much increased by the
torrents of rain which continued to delugethe British lines,
while that terrible scourge, cholera, decimated the ranks of the
brave little army; the wings of the 8th and 61st Regiments
being the chief sufferers. Reports were received that the rebel
chiefs, probably encouraged by the destruction of the can-
tonment at Agra by the Neemuch Brigade, had sworn to cap-
ture the British guns on the ridge, and smoke their hookahs
in Hindoo Rao’s house, the key of the position, which was
held throughout the siege by Major Reid with the Sirmoor
Battalion and two companies of the 60th Rifies. Accordingly,
on the morning of the 14th July, they swarmed out in great
force, and attacked the batteries on the right flank, and the
fire for many hours from great guns and small-arms was con-
tinuous and very heavy.

As the batteries on the ridge failed to drive the rebels back,
about four o’clock a column of attack was formed, under Brig-
adier Showers, who was accompanied by General Chamberlain,
on whose staff Roberts served for the day. The column con-
sisted of half of Major Turner’s and Captain Money’s troops
of Horse Artillery, six guns; the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, under
Major Jacob ; Coke’s Corps of Punjaubees, and Major Reid’s
Sirmoor Battalion; with some details of Guide Cavalry and
Hodson’s Horse. The action that ensued was not an unquali-
fied success, for though the rebels lost heavily, our small
army, in which every life was of consequence, also suffered
severely.

The column marched through the Subzee Mundee, and drove
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off the enemy, on whom they inflicted great loss, but, in the
ardour of the pursuit, followed them up close under the walls
of the city, when they got under the range of the heavy guns,
which opened on them with grape. There was nothing to do
but to retreat, when the rebels sallied out, but did not care to
come to close quarters, and & charge of cavalry was effectively
met by Hodson, who, wrote Greathed, in his letter describing
the events of the day, ‘‘ always turns up in moments of diffi-
culty.” The British loss was fifteen men killed and sixteen
officers and 117 men wounded. Among the officers wounded
" were Brigadier-General Chamberlain, who had his arm shat-
tered by a grape-shot when leading the troops with all the
ardour that distinguished this beau sabreur.

Roberts, who was actively engaged on the staff, had & narrow
escape of his life. As the force was retreating, a bullet lodged
in his cap-pouch, and broke the skin of his back, making a
severe bruise close to the spine, though had it not been for the
cap-pouch he must have been killed. This article of accoutre-
ment was a small native-made affair, less than three inches
across, similar to what was worn by most officers in carrying
revolver caps, and was always carried in front. By some
means the pouch had worked round to the back, and was thus
the means of saving the life of its wearer, who, on being struck,
put his hand to the part affected, and could not at first make
out what it was he had got there. For more than a month
Lieutenant Roberts was not permitted to go on duty by the
doctor, which was a great trial to him, though he visited the
batteries, and could not be prevailed upon to keep quiet in his
tent.

The enemy suffered severely on the 14th of July, their loss
being estimated at 1,000, and, for hours, carts were seen con-
veying their dead into the city.

A change now again took place in the chief command.
General Reed, who had been in ill-health since he joined the
force on the 8th of June, and was daily growing feebler, re-
signed the command into the hands of Brigadier Archdale
Wilson, commanding the Artillery, an officer who possessed
the confidence of the army, having, in the actions of the 80th
and 31st of May, on the Hindun, displayed considerable gkill,
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and with 700 men defeated a rebel force seven times his
strength. There were officers senior to Wilson in the camp,
but the times were too grave for such considerations to have
any weight. The only one of them having superior claims
wasg General Chamberlain, who would have been selected with
the unanimous approval of the camp had not the severe wound
received on the 14th, incapacitated him from active service
during the remainder of the siege, and even from continuing
his duties as Adjutant-General, which were filled with con-
spicuous ability and success by Lieutenant (now General Sir)
Henry Norman, of the 81st Native Infantry.

On the 18th of July, the last serious fighting took place in
the Subzee Mundee, for, by this time, the Engineers had cleared
away the walls, serais, and gardens for some distance round
the posts held by the British pickets in that suburb, while the
breastwork connecting them with the crest of the Hindoo Rao
range was completed. The nearest post to the city, an old
temple, called by the European soldiers the ¢ Sammy House,”
some way down the slope of the ridge, and within 900 yards’
grape range of the Moree Bastion, was greatly strengthened
and cover provided for its garrison. On the ridge itself, addi-
tional captured field-guns were planted in favourable positions,
thus greatly increasing the duties of the Bengal Artillery, an
unsurpassed body of gunners; and had it not been for the aid
of the newly-raised Sikh Artillery, and volunteers from Euro-
pean regiments, it would have been impossible to have worked
the guns. "In these congenial duties, Lieutenant Roberts,
when time and opportunity offered, participated with the ardour
which, it is said, induces actors, during their evenings of occa-
gional leisure, to witness the performance of their. brethren of
the ¢ sock and buskin.”

On the 20th of July, a reconnoissance was made by a
column, under Lieutenant-Colonel Seaton, C.B., 85th Native
Infantry, a gallant and able officer, who had served under Sir
Robert Sale throughout the siege of Jellalabad ; and, three days
later, a strong force was sent under Brigadier Showers to drive
away the enemy, who, emerging from the Cashmere Gate, had
occupied Ludlow Castle, and annoyed the pickets with the fire
from some field-guns. The rebels were dispersed after some
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smart skirmishing ; among the British officers wounded being
Colonels Seaton and Drought, and Captain Money, commanding
8 troop of horse artillery, the command of which now devolved
on Captain Blunt. :

The enemy at this time displayed great boldness, and, on the
night of the 1st of August, a strong body, with guns and mor-
tars, which had marched out of Delhi on the preceding day with
the intention of getting into the rear of the camp, on their
return moved through the Kissengunj suburb, and attacked the
position on the extreme right of the ridge, coming close up to
the breastworks, as many as 127 bodies being counted in front
of one to the right of the Sammy House. The rebels now
turned their attention to annoyingthe British position at Met-
calfe’s picket on the extreme left, near the river, and in front of
Ludlow Castle and the Khoodsee Bagh. At dawn of the 12th
of August, a column proceeded to drive them out of their
positions, under the command of Brigadier Showers, and was
completely successful, though at considerable logs, among the
severely wounded being those invaluable officers, Brigadier
Showers and Major Coke, the commander of the 1st Punjaub
Infantry, or Coke’s Rifles.

Meanwhile Sir John Lawrence was straining every nerve
to reinforce the Delhi Army, for, with characteristic sagacity, he
recognized the fact that, on the early downfall of the head-
quarters of the rebellion, depended the safety of the Empire.
Denuding his province of almost every soldier, he despatched
Brigadier-General Nicholson to the assistance of General
Wilson, with a” brigade of all arms, including H.M.'s 52nd
Regiment, 600 bayonets, the remaining wing of H.M.’s 61st
Regiment, and Bourchier's Light Field Battery. Nicholson,
posting on in advance of the column, arrived at the camp on
the 8th of August, and dined that night at the head-quarters
mess, Mr. Greathed* describing him as * a fine, imposing-

* The letters of Mr. Hervey Harris Greathed, Commissioner and Political
Agent with the Delhi Field Force, who died on the 19th of September
before the walls of Delhi, were republished by his widow, and form one of
the most interesting records of that eventful struggle. He was one of three
brothers who served throughout the siege of Delhi, the others being Colonel
(the late General Sir{;eEdward Greathed, commanding H.M.’s 8th Regiment,

and Lieutenant Wilberforce Greathed, of the Bengal Engineers, who was
severely wounded at the assault on the 14th of September.
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looking man, who never speaks if he can help it.” Returning
to rejoin his brigade, it marched into camp with drums beating
and colours flying on the 18th of August. The advent of
Nicholson was hailed with satisfaction by the entire camp, as
he had a great reputation as a fighting general, like his friend
Neville Chamberlain, but was credited with more cauntion ; both
had been trained in the Punjaub school, like other soldiers then
before Delhi, the famous Hodson, and Coke, Daly, Probyn,
Watson, and Roberts.

On the 25th August, Nicholson moved with a strong force,
including 16 guns and 800 European infantry, to Nujufgurh, in
which direction a large column of the enemy had marched with
the intention of intercepting the siege train then moving up from
Ferozepore under a weak escort. He asked Roberts to accom-
peny him as staff officer, but on the latter applying to do so,
the doctors refused permission as his wound was not sufficiently
healed. It was a great disappointment to our hero. Nicholson
was completely successful, and the rebels were defeated with
the loss of thirteen out of eighteen guns they had taken with
them.

On the day this action was fought, the 26th of August, the
enemy turned out of Delhi in great force, under the belief,
apparently, that the camp would be denuded of troops, but
they were repulsed with severe loss.

On the 4th of September, the siege train arrived, and all
the reinforcements expected having come in, the total strength
of all arms, including Lascars and artillery drivers, was
8,748,* of whom the Europeans were: artilléry 580, cavalry
448, infantry 2,292. This was exclusive of the men in
hospital, 2,977, and sickness prevailed to such an alarming
extent that some European regiments were mere skeletons, the
52nd Light Infantry, which arrived only three weeks befors,
600 strong, having but 242 effectives.

The siege train consisted of forty heavy guns and howitzers,
ten heavy and twelve light mortars, manned by some companies
of artillerymen, and there were, in addition, four troops of

* These numbers are exclusive of the Cashmere Contingent, which was
gccompanied by Major (now Lieutenant-General) R. Lawrence, 2,200 men
and four guns, and some few hundred men under the Rajah of Jheend.
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horse artillery (one, Major Tombs’s, having only four guns),
and two field batteries. The engineer force was small, only
consisting of 120 trained sappers, but the officers who planned
the attack, were unsurpassed in the knowledge of their pro-
fession, and included Colonel Baird Smith, chief engineer;
Captain (now Sir) Alexander Taylor, director of the attack, on
whom the actual responsibilities of the siege operations, pro-
perly so called, devolved owing to his superior being wounded ;
and a band of young officers, including Lieutenants Salkeld,
Home, Maunsell, and Greathed, such as any corps might be
proud to own. The park, under Lieutenant Brownlow, of the
Bengal Engineers, had been assiduous in collecting material,
and 10,000 fascines, an equal number of gabions, and 100,000
sand-bags had been prepared, with scaling-ladders and other
necessaries.

The plan adopted by the General was to hold in check the
enemy’s batteries on the right, between the Moree Bastion and
Cabul Gate, and to push the main attack on the left between
the Cabul Gate and Water Bastions, close to the river, which
protected the flank, and where there was better cover. The
Moree, Cashmere, and Water Bastions were very strong, and
the curtain walls connecting them were 24 feet in height, and
protected by a ditch 16 feet deep and 20 feet wide, with an
escarp 8 feet in height, revetted with stone, and & sloping
glacis.

On the evening of the Tth of September, No. 1 Battery was
traced within 700 yards of the Moree Bastion, and by the
following morning it was armed. The battery was in two
portions, the right, for five 18-pounders and one 8-inch
howitzer, to silence the Bastion, and the left portion, for four
18-pounders, to hold the Cashmere Bastion partially in check.
The officer in charge of this battery, forming the right attack,
which succeeded in silencing the enemy’s fire exposed to it,
was Major (now General Sir) James Brind, a gallant and
able officer, who commanded the foot artillery throughout
the siege from the 26th June, and subsequently did excellent
service under General Walpole and Sir Colin Campbell.
Setting to work directly his guns were in position, Major
Brind’s practice soon made a visible impression on the Moree

D 2
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Bastion. Mr. Greathed says in his letter of the 9th of
September :—¢‘ Major Brind has got his sixteen guns at work,
and was firing salvos at the Moree and Cashmere. The effect
on the Moree, which is nearest, is very telling; every shot
strikes home and sends up a column of dust, and the shells
burst inside it.”

The next battery established, known in its proper sequence
as No. 2, is of especial interest as that in which Lieutenant
Roberts served throughout the bombardment. No. 2 Battery
was traced in the evening of the 8th of September, within 600
yards of the city walls, at the advanced position at Ludlow
Castle, which, to their surprise, the rebels allowed the
besiegers to seize without opposition. An Engineer officer—
to whose perspicuous account of the siege operations, pub-
lished in the Lahore Chronicle, under the nom de plume of
¢« Felix,” and to Lieutenant Norman’s excellent official narra-
tive, we are indebted for these details—expresses his opinion
that this inertness was due to the belief of the enemy that the
attack was to be on the right, where all the fighting had
hitherto been and the old batteries were mostly located. Lud-
low Castle and the Khoodsee Bagh were occupied with strong
detachments, and formed the chief supports to the left attack.
During the 9th, the rebels opened a sharp musketry fire on
these positions from the jungles in front, and with shot and shell
from the Water and Cashmere Bastions, but the work of com-
pleting the battery went on, and, during the nights of the
9th and 10th, it was completed and partially armed. No. 2 Bat-
tery was in two divisions, one to the left, armed with nine
24-pounders, under command of Major Campbell, whose fire was
directed to breach the curtain between the Cashmere and Water
Bastions, immediately to the left of the former, and to knock
off the parapet to the right and left for some distance so as to
give no cover for musketry. Lieutenant Roberts, having gained
permission of General Wilson, attached himself to this portion
of No. 2 Battery. His ardent spirit could not confine itself to
watching the effects of the fire of our guns, while his services
might be utilized in directing them. Like the fiery Hotspur :—

“ His forward spirit
Would lift him where most trade of danger ranged.”
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The second portion of No. 2 Battery, placed 200 yards to
the right, commanded by Major Kaye, consisted of seven
8-inch howitzers and two 18-pounders, and its duty was to
co-operate with the first portion. During the afternoon of the
10th of September, the left section of Major Brind’s Battery,
consisting of four guns, under the immediate command of
Major Kaye, met with an accident, to which we will refer here
a8 Lieutenant Roberts was engaged. Sir James Brind writes
to us :—*“On the 10th of September the left section of my
battery was destroyed by the enemy’s fire, which would have
been attended by disastrous consequences had we not succeeded
in removing its guns and magazine into the shelter of the
adjacent ravine before he perceived his advantage, and brought
to bear upon the burning mass a greatly increased fire which
caused some casualties. The work of this section of the
battery had fortunately been effected, and as the guns were
urgently required for the Ludlow Castle Battery, Major Johnson
was directed to take them in charge. This energetic officer
claimed my assistance in accomplishing a most difficult task
under the cover of night. He was accompanied by Lieutenant
Roberts; and by the indefatigable exertions of officers and
men, the operation was effected over difficult ground with-
out accident, though full of incidents of a most engrossing
character, making that night's work memorable in the history
of the siege.’

During the night of the 10th Sept.ember, the arming of
No. 2 Battery was completed by the arrival of the 18-pounders
from Brind’s Battery, and No. 8 Battery, for six 18-pounders,
under command of Major Scott, was also finished within 180
yards of the Water Bastion. The audacity with which this
work was completed under a hot musketry fire, was an earnest
of what was to follow. No. 4 Battery, under Major Tombs,
consisting of ten heavy mortars, was completed at the same
time in the Khoodsee Bagh. The only steps taken by the
enemy to break the ring of iron encircling their boasted
defences, were to construct an advanced trench parallel to
these batteries, and about 850 yards from them, from which
they maintained a heavy musketry fusillade throughout the
rest of the siege, and to bring into the open in the Taleewarra
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suburb some field-guns which caused considerable annoyance
to Nos. 1 and 2 Batteries by their enfilading fire. Before the
guns of No. 2 Battery opened fire, a sortie was made from the
Cashmere Gate, which was repulsed with loss, and a constant
fire was kept up from the trenches in front. A portion of the
first Punjaub Rifles, under Lieutenant Nicholson, brother of the
General, was, from the 8th to the 14th, engaged in protecting
the battery, being posted behind a low wall in advance, with a
reserve of the same corps together with some European
infantry at Ludlow Castle, and the other batteries were also
guarded by strong parties of infantry.

All being in readiness, the batteries of the left attack opened
fire on the 11th, the signal being a salvo from the nine
24-pounders with which Roberts was stationed. The Engineer
officer, already quoted, says that this ‘‘ salvo showed by the
way it brought down the wall in huge fragments what effect it
might be expected to produce after a few hours. The Cashmere
Bastion attempted to reply, but was quickly silenced, and both
portions of No. 2 went to work in fine style, knocking the
bastion and adjacent curtains to pieces.” The fire was kept up
with great spirit during the day, and, in the evening, Roberts
had a narrow escape of being killed. He and the other
officers of the battery, Major Campbell and Captain (now
General Sir) Edwin Johnson, were lying under the parapet, read-
ing a newspaper, when a discharge of grape-shot whizzed over
the parapet, and a piece struck Major Campbell, who was lying
outside, in the thigh, inflicting so severe a wound that he was
compelled to surrender the command of the battery to Captain
Johnson, Assistant Adjutant-General of Artillery, who, like
Roberts, had obtained permission from General Wilson to
assist in working the guns of this battery.

No. 3 Battery did not open fire till the 12th, when fifty guns
and mortars were engaged pouring a continuous fire of shot
and shell on the defences of the rebels, who must have had it
brought home to them that the hour of retribution was about
to strike. From 10 a.M. on the 11th till the morning of the
14th, when the signal for assault was made, there was no
cessation of the fiery hail, which the enemy bore with that
resignation to the decrees of fate instilled into the hearts of



Narrow Escape of Roberts. 39

the followers of the Prophet as an axiom of their religion, and
though unable to work a gun from any of the three Bastions so
fiercely assailed—the Moree, Cashmere, and Water Bastions—
the rebel gunners stood by their field-pieces in the open, which
partially enfiladed the British batteries, and showed that the
lessons our officers had taught them at Maharajpore, Sobraon,
and Goojerat had been turned to account. Not only from these
light pieces, but from a gun whose fire was brought to bear
from & hole in the curtain wall, from rockets directed from a
Martello tower, and a heavy fusillade from their advanced
trench and from the city walls, the enemy made a vigorous
resistance, and sought to delay the impending hour of doom.

The force of Foot Artillerymen even without relief, being
ingufficient to man the guns, nearly all the officers and
men of the Horse Artillery were sent into the batteries and
worked in them until the morning of the assault, when they
rejoined their troops. In addition to these, the Carabineers
and 9th Lancers furnished a quota of volunteers, *“ whose intel-
ligence and goodwill rendered their services most valuable.”
Several infantry officers, who had volunteered their services,
had been under instruction for some days before the breach-
ing batteries opened, and were afterwards most usefully em-
ployed in the latter. The men of the two field batteries of the
force were not taken for the siege guns, as one battery fur-
nighed the three divisions of guns for the pickets, and the other
was in reserve in camp.

During the bombardment Lieutenant Roberts had another
narrow escape. He had charge of the right guns, and on
opening the embrasure to fire, while laying one of them, a
round shot took off the arm of the gunner who was ““serving”
the vent and knocked him over, but he escaped without serious
injury. :

General Wilson now thought the time had come to storm
the city, and, during the night of the 18th of September, some
Engineer officers stole down and examined the two breaches
near the Cashmere and Water Bastions, Lieutenants Medley
and Lang the former, and Lieutenants Greathed and Home
the latter. Both breaches were reported practicable, and orders
were issued that night for the assault to take place at daybreak.
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on the following morning. Four columns of assault were

formed ; the first, under Brigadier-General Nicholson, to storm

the breach near the Cashmere Bastion, and escalade the face of

that Bastion ; the second, under Brigadier Jones, to storm the

breach in the Water Bastion ; the third, under Colonel Campbell,
to assault by the Cashmere Gate after it had been blown open ;

and the fourth, under Major (now General Sir Charles) Reid,

to attack the Kissengunj suburb and enter by the Lahore

Gate. There was also a reserve column under Brigadier

Longfield. Lieutenant Roberts now rejoined the staff of
General Wilson, as the services of all the officers attached

to the Commander-in-Chief would be in requisition during

the critical operations connected with the assault.

At 4 a.m., on the 14th of September, the different columns
fell in and were marched to their respective places, the heads of
Nos. 1, 2, and 8 columns being kept concealed until the
moment for the actual assault should arrive. The signal was
to be the advante of 200 men of the 60th Rifles, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, as skirmishers to the front to cover
the heads of the columns. It is not our province to describe
the thrilling details of the assault of the breaches at the Cash-
mere and Water Bastions ; the explosion of the Cashmere
Gate by the band of heroes, Lieutenants Home and Salkeld,
and Serjeants Carmichael, Burgess, and Smith ; and the death
of the ever to be lamented Nicholson, when, having carried all
before him at the point of the bayonet, he proceeded, with the
eagerness characteristic of his heroic nature, to clear the ram-
parts between the Moree Bastion and Lahore Gate, and fell
while animating his troops to increased exertions.*

# Roberts says it was impossible for any troops in the world—and none
finer could be found than the well-seasoned soldiers of the Delhi Field
Force—to have carried the Lahore Gate, the narrow streets and passages
leading to which were commanded by loopholes and housetops from which
a hot fire rained down on the heads of every man who showed himself. In
that terrible ordeal Nicholson called on his men for further efforts, and
seven officers stepped to the front to show the way. All were shot down
save his aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Kennett Dixzon, of the Bengal Cavalry.
«] shall not forget you, Dixon, should we survive,” said the hero, whose
majestic form was soon laid low by a bullet. The writer has a special
satisfaction in recording this incident of a young officer—his relative—who
was killed a few months later heading a charge of the Mooltanee Horse.

B i e
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The storm of Delhi is an oft-told tale, though it is one that
reflects undying lustre on the arms of our country.

The only failure throughout the operations of this eventful
day was that of the fourth column under Major Reid, which,
advancing from the Subzee Mundee suburb towards Kissengunj,
in company with the Cashmere Contingent, was compelled to
fall back with heavy loss, among the severely wounded being
the gallant commandant.

The Cavalry, 600 sabres, under Brigadier Hope Grant, with
a troop and a half of Horse Artillery, under Major Tombs, co-
operated during the assault by checking any attempt of the
enemy to attack the storming columns in flank by a sortie from
the Lahore Gate.

The actual loss, among combatants, during the bombard-
ment between the 11th and 14th, was 827 officers and men,
including -Captain Fagan of the Artillery, as fine a soldier as
any in the camp, and during the assault (exclusive of the
casualties sustained by the Cashmere Contingent), no less than
66 officers and 1,104 men were killed and wounded, being
nearly one-third of the force engaged. The Bengal Fusiliers,
of which 250 went into action, lost nine officers, including
Major Jacob commanding; and other regiments suffered in
proportion. Of seventeen Engineer officers on duty at the
assault, ten were placed hors de combat, including the three
- officers, Lieutenants Medley, Greathed, and Maunsell, leading
Nos. 1, 2, and 8 columns, and Lieutenants Tandy and Salkeld of
the storming party, the former of whom was killed, and the
latter died of his wounds.* Lieutenant Roberts had his horse
shot during the day. He was going round the position with
Captains Norman and Johnson, and came under a heavy fire
from a party of the enemy. At the time the horse was killed
he had dismounted and was leading the animal.

During the 15¢h several mortars were got into position to
shell the town and palace, a battery was opened from the
College Gardens of the Palace, and a breach was made also
from the College in the magazine defences. Meanwhile the

* During the siege the 60th Rifles lost in killed and wounded 389 men
out of 640; the Sirmoor Battalion, 319 out of 640 ; and the Corps of
Guides, 303 out of 5560,
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enemy kept up a cannonade on our portion of the city from the
fortified post known as Selimgurh, and from the magazine a
constant musketry fire was maintained on the College com-
pound. At dawn on the 16th, the magazine was successfully
stormed by H.M’s. 61st Regiment, and Kissengunj was evacu-
ated by the enemy, who left five heavy guns, of which posses-
sion was taken by a party sent forward from Hindoo Rao.
“We were now, for the first time,”’ says Norman, ‘‘ enabled
to see the immense strength of the insurgents’ position here
and in Taleewarra, and which they had spared no labour to
improve.” )

Gradually pushing on, but making all secure in his rear
before taking another step, General Wilson, on the 17th and
18th, brought his right and left positions at the Cabul Gate
and magazine into direct communication by a line of posts; the
Bank, Major Abbott’s house and the dwelling of Khan Mahomed
were also taken, so that his posts were now close to the Palace
and Chandnee Chouk. ¢‘These advances,” says the Engineer
officer already quoted, ¢ were not made without opposition both
from field artillery and musketry, but, being conducted with
great judgment, our loss was trifling.” All the mortars, includ-
ing those captured in the magazine, now played constantly
upon the palace and the quarters of the town occupied by the
enemy, who, seeing that all further resistance was hopeless,
made their escape by the gates at the opposite end of the city.
On the evening of the 19th, the Berm Bastion was surprised
and captured by a party from the Cabul Gate, and, early next
morning, the Lahore Gate and Garstin Bastion were likewise
taken and held. By the 20th* the King’s palace and Selimgurh,
the old Mogul fortress on the opposite side of the town to the
Lahore Gate, were captured, and, on the morning of the 21st, a
royal salute announced that Delhi had changed masters, and
the headquarters of General Wilson were established in the
Dewan Khas, or Great Hall of Audience, of the palace.

An extraordinary circumstance is narrated by Sir Hope

* The total loss of the Delhi Field Force, from the 30th of May to the
20th of September, was 46 officers and 946 meu killed ; 140 officers, and
2,655 men wounded ; and 30 missing.
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Grant in his journal, showing in a striking manner the fatal-
istic sentiments inspiring the breast of the Mussalman.

As the British troops advanced to seize the King's palace,
- two sentries were observed pacing their beat, armed and
accoutred according to regulation. They took no heed of the
advancing enemy, and were bayoneted at their posts. Such
indifference in the presence of imminent death is foreign
to the Western nature, which yet can boast a superior
presence of mind, if not courage. But the doomed sentry acted
on the philosophic sentiment of Cesar, who is made to say by
our great dramatist :—

“It seems to me most strange that men should fear,
Seeing that death, a necessary end,
Will come, when it will come.”

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Hodson, whose services throughout
the siege were of so important a character that it is scarcely
an exaggeration to say that no officer of the investing army
conduced more to the success of the siege, marching quite
round the city, seized a large camp outside the Delhi Gate,
hastily evacuated by the rebels, and soon his cavalry had
secured the Jumma Musjid, in the heart of the city, where
they were speedily supported by the infantry and guns advanc-
ing from the opposite direction. Following up his success,
the King of Delhi, the miserable descendant of the Grand
Mogul, was captured & few miles from the city, on the 21st
of September, by Lieutenant Hodson, who, on the following
day, marched with a handful of his gallant irregular horsemen,
and completed the good work he had accomplished throughout
the siege by the seizure of two of the King’s sons and a
grandson, all deeply implicated in the atrocities committed in
the massacres of the preceding May.

Into the vexed question of the shooting of these princes by
Licutenant Hodson we will not enter here further than to
remark that—after a careful perusal of Hodson’s own account
of the affair, of the Memoir of that gallant officer by his
brother, of the description of the scene by his subaltern,
Lieutenant MacDowell, the only other European eye-witness,
who afterwards died the soldier's death, after carefully
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weighing the considerations that guided Hodson (& man of
nerve and not given to panic) in the commission of the act,
of the necessity of which he must have been the best judge
—we cannot but acquit this gallant soldier of needless blood-
shedding. His career at Delhi,* achieved as the most bril-
liant of free lances, was so remarkable that envy was aroused
in breasts where it might least have been expected, and, sad
to say, this discreditable feeling was not exorcised even by his
death, some months later, in the service of his country, when,
surely, any blots in his career—if any there were, and Lord
Napier of Magdala denied their existence—might have been
buried with him in his grave at Lucknow. This estimate of
the character of the late Major Hodson is in agreement with
that formed by such distinguished soldiers as Sir Donald
Stewart, Sir Frederick Roberts, Sir James Brind, Sir James
Hills, and many others of his comrades at Delhi.

‘During the operations between the 14th and 21st of Sep-
tember, Lieutenant Roberts was employed in reconnoitring the
streets and defences of Delhi before they successively became
the objects of attack, and the valuable service he was thus
enabled to render may be gathered from one circumstance.
From the information he obtained General Wilson was enabled
to take the Berm Bastion in reverse, and also the enemy’s
position in the Chandnee Chouk, in the heart of the city,
without the loss of a man !

A distinguished officer of the Delhi force writes at our
request some reminiscences of Roberts at this time. Major
Brind says:—‘ My first acquaintance with Sir Frederick
Roberts as a professional associate was in the Peshawur
valley. He was at the time aide-de-camp to his father, the
late General Sir Abraham Roberts, G.C.B., with whom I had a
pleasant acquaintance at Cawnpore in 1883. On my return to
Peshawur from active service, the General, then commanding
the division, sent his son one or two marches to meet me, and
I have a vivid recollection of the interest he took in the
splendid battery I had brought safe through a most difficult

* Mr. Greathed says of him in one of his Delhi letters :—* Hodson keeps
an Argus-eye on the rear and left flank, and is always ready for an adven-
turous ride. He has a rare gift of brains as well as of pluck.”



Brind’s Reminiscences of Roberts. 45

country to the point of our meeting, In those days the roads
and ghits leading to Peshawur offered in many places formid-
able difficulties to the safe passage of artillery, and it was,
therefore, particularly gratifying to receive the General's ap-
proval. We were together at Peshawur for a year and a-half,
during which time I was in chief command of the artillery
force at all our field days there. On these occasions young
Roberts acted as my orderly officer most satisfactorily, being
then conspicuous as ever after for energy and ready appreciation
of field operations.

““ We next met in the Delhi Field Force—I in command of
the Foot Artillery, and he as Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-
General to the artillery of the force, so we only accidentally
came across one another, but it was patent to the Delhi Field
Force that this zealous, clever officer never missed an oppor-
tunity of serving the cause we were engaged in, and of laying
in a stock of practical knowledge that proved so valuable to
him in after life. The time at last arrived (and not a day too
soon, for the loyalty of the Punjaub was at its last breath, and
on it, so far as we all could judge, depended the safety of India)
when the actual siege of Delhi became obligatory. Nicholgon’s
success at Nujjuffgur cleared the road for the safe arrival of the
siege train, which Major Gaitskill, of the Artillery, had been
directed to bring down from Ferozepore, under charge of that
indefatigable Officiating Commissary of Ordrnance, Captain
Gray. It was safely parked in our camp, and made ready for
distribution along the line of attack, as the breaching batteries
were reported by the chief engineer ready to receive their ord-
nance and detachments. The Foot Artillery was so weak in
officers and men through the casumalties of three months’ service
that the batteries had to be further strengthened by large
drafts from the Horse Artillery and European Cavalry, and
volunteers from among the commissioned ranks were called
for, and 'in like manner distributed and instructed by battery
commanders. The artillery officers on the staff, including
Lieutenant Roberts, had also to take their share of battery
work. From the 14th of September, he reverted to the
Quartermaster- General’s department and we had another
seven days’ and nights’ continuous work in clearing the city of
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the enemy. As my duty required I had to visit batteries—
light and heavy—engaged in these operations, during which I
found him actively employed.”

Long before the close of the siege of Delhi, Lieutenant
Roberts had established a reputation in the camp as one of the
most promising officers of the Indian Army. Both Generals
Chamberlain and Wilson, on whose staff he had acted through-
out the siege, except during the bombardment between the 11th
and 14th of September, rated his capacity very high, and the
latter, in his recommendation to Government, described him as
‘““an active and gallant officer.”” General Nicholson also had
80 high an opinion of his capabilities that when, taking time
by the forelock, that brilliant officer had demanded of General
‘Wilson (and been accorded) the command of the column that
was to pursue the enemy on the fall of Delhi, he selected
Lieutenant Roberts to accompany him. Major Campbell and
Captain Johnson, under whose immediate command he served
during the three days’ bombardment, when his battery at
Ludlow Castle had the chief work breaching the curtain
between the Cashmere and Water Bastions, reported in the
highest possible terms of the zeal, intelligence and skill dis-
played by Lieutenant Roberts.

‘We boast of the qualities of the Anglo-Saxon race, and when
we regard the circumstances under which Delhi was captured
there is good cause for self-glorification. Here was a vast city,
with defences recently placed in efficient order according to
modern military requirements by our own Engineer officers,
containing a magazine with a practically inexhaustible supply of
ordnance and ammunition, garrisoned by a disciplined force of
the three arms, trained and disciplined by our own officers,
flushed with success, and outnumbering as three to one the
besiegers, who, owing to their paucity, could only beleaguer
one-third of the city, while with the remaining two-thirds and
the river-face, over which was a bridge of boats under their con-
trol, they maintained free communication with the surrounding
country, whence supplies and reinforcements were derived to
any extent required. It will not be denied, even by our Conti-
nental detractors, that no nation but the British would have
gravely set about the task of capturing such a city with a
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single weak division! When the French undertook to subju-
gate the Arab tribes on the Tunis frontier, they dispatched
80,000 men, though, with a similar European force, scattered
throughout the whole Peninsula, we broke the neck of the
rebellion in '57, for Delhi was captured by the Indian Army
before a soldier arrived from England. What the British
soldier did & quarter of a century ago he will do again to-
morrow, provided he is intelligently led.* Taken all in all,
then, the siege of Delhi is unsurpassed in the annals of war,
and bearing in mind that its capture was the turning-point in
the suppression of the Mutiny, each one who took part in it
may repeat, with just pride, the words of the Latin poet,
Quorum pars magna fui.

* The Egyptian campaign bas proved that this anticipation, which
recent events in South Africa had, in the opinion of many, tended to dis-
prove, was not hazarded by the writer without warrant.
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CHAPTER III

Lieutenant Roberts takes the Field with Colonel Greathed’s Movable
Column—The Action at Bolundshur—Narrow Escape of Lieutenant
Roberts—The Capture of Allyghur—Roberts is engaged in the Pursuit
with the 9th Lancers—The Surprise at Agra of the 10th of October—
Roberts’s share in the Severe Fighting and Pursuit—The March to
Mjynpoorie—Skirmish and Pursuit of the Rebels to the Ganges—
Arrival at Cawnpore.

No sooner had General Archdale Wilson’s gallant army fairly
achieved the complete reconquest of Delhi, than a column was
formed to clear the Doab of the enemy, and endeavour to open
communication with General Havelock at Cawnpore. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel E. H. Greathed, of the 8th (the King’s) Regi-
ment, was nominated to the command, and Lieutenant Roberts,
who had been serving throughout the siege as Officiating
Deputy Quartermaster-General of Artillery, was appointed to
the charge of the Quartermaster-General’s Department, Lieu-
tenant Norman being placed at the head of the Adjutant-
General’s Office of the Movable Column.*

The immediate object of the march of Colonel Greathed’s
column, after clearing the Doab, was to march direct on Cawn-
pore, as the relief of the Lucknow garrison pressed urgently.

* The strength of the column, according to Lieutenant Norman, was as
follows : —

1st European troop, 1st Brigade Horse Artillery, four 6-pounder guns,
one 12-pounder howitzer ; 2nd Eurvpean troop, 3rd Brigade Horse Artillery,
four 6-pounder guus, one 12-pounder howitzer ; 3rd Company 1st European
Battalion Artillery and No. 17 Horse Field Battery, four 9-pounder guns,
two 24-pounder howitzers. Attached to the Artillery, two 53-inch mortars,
Effective rank and file in round numbers—

Detachment of the Corps of Sappers and Miners, detach-

ment of Punjaub Sappers and Miners . . 200
H.M.s 9th Lancers . . . . . . . . 300
Detachment 1st Punjaub Cavalry, 2nd do., and 6th do. . 320
Detachment Hodson’s Irregular Horse .o . . 180
Head-quarters H.M.’s 8th and 75th Regiments . . . 450

2nd Punjaub Infantry, 4th do. (Rifles) N . 1,200



Greathed’'s Movable Column. 49

There was no thought then of going to Agra, the town and
cantonments of which were in the possession of the enemy, the
European non-combatants and refugees from the surrounding
district being crowded into the fort, an old Mogul stracture of
immense size, now held by the 8rd Bengal Europeans and the
late Captain D’Oyley’s battery of artillery, both in & numer-
ically weak state.

The Movable Column having a strength of 930 Europeans and
1860 Natives, marched from its encampment outside of the
Ajmere Gate on the morning of the 24th of September, and,
crossing the Jumna by the bridge of boats, made a march of
thirteen miles to Ghazee-ood-deen-nuggur, the point at which
the road from Delhi to Meerut branches off the Grand Trunk
Road. Lieutenant Roberts’s labours as the officer in charge of
the Quartermaster-General’s Department of an army marching
in, practically, an enemy’s country, had now begun, but he
achieved & marked success in his first venture in a field with
which his name during the succeeding twenty years has been
so closely identified. His duties required him to proceed in
advance of the column to mark out each encampment, to pro-
cure information of the enemy’s movements, and act on the
brigadier’s staff during the military operations.

The column halted on the 25th, as the baggage animals were
out of condition, owing to the long halt in the unfavourable cli-
mate of Delhi, and advantage was taken of the delay to search
the baggage of the camp followers for plunder taken at Delhi
in order to relieve the cattle. The halt was also utilised to
institute an examination of the neighbouring villages, where
many rebels were apprehended and executed.

On the 26th, the column marched eleven and a half miles, to
Dadra, the people of which were reported by Mr. Clifford, the
civil officer accompanying the force, as having plundered the
neighbouring village of Secundrabad. Colonel Greathed had
surrounded Dadra at daylight by a squadron of the 18t Punjaub
Cavalry, under Lieutenant (now General) Watson, and, on the
arrival of the main body, the place was. destroyed. On the
following day the force marched to Secundrabad, ten miles
distant. The place had been gutted by the ¢ Goojurs,” from
Dadra ; but the inhabitants, reassured by the presence of the

E
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British, returned during the day in great numbers to the vil-
lage. The march was continued on the 28th, by the cross road,
to the civil station of Bolundshur, seven and a half miles, with
the object of attacking the fort of Malagurh, fifteen miles from
that place, the residence of the Mussulman Nawaub Wallydad
Khan, who had afforded active assistance to the rebels. On
nearing Bolundshur, Lieutenant Roberts received information
that pointed to a determined opposition on the part of the insur-
gent force, including regular troops and guns. Major Ouvry, of
the 9th Lancers, commanding the cavalry, accompanied by Lieu-
tenants Norman and Roberts, proceeded in advance of the
main column, and about a mile from the city encountered the
rebel picket of horse, which fell back. On continuing the
advance it became evident that a battery had been constructed
across the road, not many hundred yards in advance of the
point at which our cavalry had arrived; bodies of insurgent
cavalry were likewise seen on each flank, but the ground imme-
diately near the battery being covered with trees, compound
walls, and the ruined residences of the English civil officers,
it was not practicable to ascertain the force of rebel infantry.
The advance party of cavalry was speedily reinforced, and
joined by two guns of Captain Remmington’s Battery of Horse
Artillery, which were brought into action to open on the
breastwork in their front, behind which men were constantly
passing. But the enemy were too quick, and before our guns
could open, commenced a fire of round shot, to which Captain
Remmington at once replied. Soon after the remaining guns
of his battery arrived, and came into action about a hundred
yards to the right of the road. Captain Bourchier’s Battery
also came up, and, under the direction of Lieutenant Roberts,
who had reconnoitred the ground, took ground more to the
right, thus bringing its fire to bear on the enemy’s flank.
The detachments of H.M.’s 8th and 75th Regiments, and 250
of the 2nd Punjaub Infantry, some 700 bayonets, were pushed
forward through the gardens and houses of the civil station,
and Captain Bourchier's Battery moved on at the same time,
supported by a squadron of the 9th Lancers and a squadron
5th Punjaub Cavalry, while Lieutenant Hugh Gough, with his
squadron of Hodson’s Horse moved on the right of the infantry,
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and kept in check a considerable body of Sowars. Lieutenant
Roberts accompanied Captain Bourchier’s Battery, which,
coming .into action in an advanced position, fired salvoes of
grape at the breastworks, and the infantry moving forward, the
rebels abandoned their position and fled, leaving a 9-pounder
gun behind their breastwork, which was in & good position across
the junction of two roads, with trenches for infantry on either
flank.* Captain Bourchier says, ¢ By the cross fire which was
kept up upon the enemy’s battery, their fire was subdued ; an
advance was then ordered. A few salvoes of grape cleared the
front, and the Commanding officer being anxious that the
position should be secured, ordered an immediate advance of
Artillery. Lieutenant Roberts, of the Artillery, who seemed
ubiquitous, brought the order at a gallop. The guns charged
and took the battery, the enemy scampering before us as we
came up to it. Lieutenant Roberts was first at the guns. A
second burst, after clearing our front with grape, brought us to
the goal : the enemy flying before us like sheep.’”

The Cavalry did special good service, and the gallant

. conduct of the 9th Lancers under Major Ouvry and Captain

Drysdale, in clearing the streets of Bolundshur, was worthy that
distinguished regiment, which had three officers severely
wounded. Lieutenants Probyn, 2nd Punjaub Cavalry, Young-
husband, 5th Punjaub Cavalry, and Watson, 1st Punjaub
Cavalry, three as gallant and dashing leaders of irregular horse as
any army ever boasted, did equally good service in encountering
superior bodies of the enemy, who displayed much determina-
tion, and made an attempt on the baggage, which was repulsed
by the reserve. The British loss in the action was six officers
and forty-one men killed and wounded, while that of the rebels,
whose force included the 12th Native Infantry and 14th Irre-
gular Cavalry, was not less than 800.

Lieutenant Roberts accompanied the 9th Lancers, which
distinguished regiment served under his orders with such
credit during the recent Afghan War, and shared the dangers
of its brilliant charge in the crowded street, nearly ending his
career there and then. While passing under a gateway, in

* See Lieutenant Norman's Abstract of Proceedings of Colonel Greathed’s
Movable Column.
E 2
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company with Captain Sarel, 9th Lancers, and Lieutenant
Anson, A.D.C., their horses got jammed up with hackeries and
non-combatants seeking to escape, and a Sepoy took a delibe-
rate aim at Roberts from a window within a few feet, and fired.
Providentially his horse, a valuable Wuzeeree charger he had
bought from General Nicholson, reared and received the bullet
in his head, while his master escaped unhurt.

Lieutenant Roberts received the special thanks of Colonel
Greathed, of Major Ouvry, commanding the cavalry, who wrote
of ¢ the most valuable information and assistance’ he afforded
him, and of Captain Bourchier, with whose battery the Deputy-
Assistant Quartermaster-General, assuming his double char-
acter of a gunner, advanced. That officer reported of his
conduct to Major Turner, commanding the artillery of the
column, in the following terms : ‘I should be doing an injus-
tice were I not to bring to notice the assistance I obtained
from Lieutenant Roberts of the Artillery, who showed me my
ground, and in rapid advance down the road first arrived at the
gun we captured.”

The enemy being dispersed about 1 ».m., the action having
lasted three hours, the baggage was brought up, and camp
pitched a mile beyond the town. During the evening informa-
tion was received that the rebels had evacuated the fort of
Malagurh, which was occupied by Lieutenant Baker with a
detachment of Hodson’s Horse, and, on the following morning,
Colonel Greathed, with the Engineers and staff, including
Lieutenant Roberts, visited the place. It was a fortunate
circumstance that the rebel Nawaub had evacuated the fort, as
there were no heavy guns with the column, and only two small
mortars for shelling, while the place was of great strength,
being surrounded with a deep ditch over twenty-five feet broad.
Each face was about 200 yards in length, with a bastion at each
angle and in the middle, the mud rampart had a strong parapet
all round, and was about ten feet thick at the top, and there
were three gateways, one within the other, with narrow
approaches. .

Some guns and much ammunition were found within the
fort, as well as an immense quantity of plundered property.
Colonel Greathed halted while the place was being destroyed by
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the Engineers, during which Lieutenant Home, of Cashmere
Gate renown, was accidentally killed by a premature explosion,
to the great regret of the force. During the halt, carriage was
sent for to Meerut for the removal of the sick and wounded,
and much good was wrought by the presence of the troops in
restoring confidence among the peaceable inhabitants of the
district, and of Bolundshur, which was found nearly deserted
on their arrival.

The fort of Malagurh being sufficiently destroyed, and &
detachment of troops having arrived from Meerut to protect
the town of Bolundshur, the Movable Column marched thence
on the 8rd of October, to Koorjah, a distance of twelve miles,
and, on the following day, to Somna, thirteen and a half miles.
Here intelligence was received that the insurgent Mohamme-
dans who, under Mungal and Mytaub Singh, had in the pre-
ceding month murdered or expelled the civil authorities, were
prepared to oppose the British advance at Allyghur, and,
further, that the Rohilcund mutineers had reached Hattrass from
Muttra, and by some accounts were going to join the Moham-
medan insurgents at Allyghur.

Colonel Greathed accordingly started on the 5th for Allyghur,
a distance of fourteen miles, to reconnoitre and learn the road
by which the enemy’s position could be turned. On approach-
ing the town, the rebels opened fire upon the reconnoitring
party with some guns, and it was found that both roads leading
to the city from the direction of Bolundshur were in their occu-
pation. Roberts halted with the small detachment of cavalry
forming the advanced guard ; but was compelled-to fall back a
little to more advantageous ground, on which a number of the
enemy came forward, but gave the cavalry no opportunity of
charging. Two guns, under Captain Blunt, now came up and
joined the cavalry on the right, and, opening fire at short range,
speedily silenced and captured the rebel guns, killing the four
men who were working them. The remaining guns of Captain
Blunt’s battery, moving down the left road, silenced and cap-
tured a gun placed at a breastwork newly constructed across the
road, but the rebels had disappeared amid the gardens and
houses in the suburbs. On the arrival of the infantry a
general advance was ordered.
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Lieutenants Probyn and Hugh Gough, with their two squad-
rons, swept round to the right of the city, keeping well away
from the walls. Major Ouvry, accompanied by Lieutenant
Roberts, with the head-quarters of the cavalry and Bourchier’s
guns, made a similar detour to the left, passing through the
deserted compounds and gardens of the cantonments, and even-
tually pursued down the Cawnpore road. Major Turner, with
three guns, a detail of cavalry, H.M.’s 75th, and the 4th Pun-
jaub Rifles, followed close round the walls to the right, while
Colonel Greathed with the rest of the force remained in reserve.

The cavalry on both flanks pursued with vigour for some
miles, cutting up the epemy, and Major Turner, pushing
round, broke open the city gates and made his way in various
directions into the town, taking two guns in position, and
destroying a magazine in one of the houses. Moving on thus,
he eventually reached the Sasnee Gate, and was there joined
by Lieutenant Gough’s squadron, which had been quite round
the city on the other side. Within the town were to be found
only Bunniahs and shopkeepers of all kinds, who testified the
most lively joy at the return of the British, and it was very
evident that their condition under the rule of the insurgents
had not been a prosperous one. Major Ouvry’s column, with
which was our hero, had a chase after ¢“Pandy’’ of about 8 miles,
and in the high crops with which the country was covered,
some hundreds of Goojurs armed with swords and hatchets,
were put up like game in an English cover, and 200 bit the
dust. Major Turner’s column, and the cavalry under Major
Ouvry, now moved to the encamping-ground and joined
Colonel Greathed, who sent the 2nd Regiment of Punjaub
Infantry and a squadron of cavalry to search the town, and
bring away any guns and arms that might be found.

A detachment 2nd Punjaub Infantry, with two European
officers, was left at Allyghur, and on the 6th the column
marched a distance of fourteen miles, to Akbarabad, where
dwelt Mungul and Mytaub Sing, twin brothers, Rajpoot chiefs,
who had made themselves conspicuous in the insarrection.
The cavalry surprised the place, and both the chiefs, with about
100 armed insurgents, were killed. Three small guns were
found loaded and in position at the residence of the chiefs,
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besides property and ammunition of various kinds. The house
was blown up and the village destroyed. '

The column was halted on the 7th, and, on the following day,
marched seven miles across country to Byjygurh, where says
Norman, “for the first time we found an apparently thriving
town uninjured by the troubles which have desolated every-
thing along and near to the Trunk road.” In the course of
the day Colonel Greathed received reports (afterwards ascer-
tained to be unfounded) that the detachment left at Allyghur
was likely to be attacked, and that night sent off a small

- reinforcement. He also received urgent calls from Agra, with
an intimation that the mutineers from Dholepore were coming
to attack that place. Accordingly at midnight on the 8th,
seven squadrons of cavalry and the Horse Artillery, with whom
Roberts proceeded, marched to Saidabad, and eventually to
Kundowlee, a distance of thirty-six miles, and were preparing
to proceed to Agra, when intelligence was received that it was
not necessary. In this march they passed Hattrass, which
had a few days previously been plundered by a large force of
7,000 men, armed with eighteen guns, and several thousand
armed ‘‘ budmashes,” passing from Muttra to Oude, under
Bukht Khan, the Bareilly Artillery Subadar.

The remainder of the Movable Column came up early in the
following morning, and, at sunrise on the 10th October, the
whole marched together into Agra, across the bridge of boats
and under the fort, the inhabitants of which turned out to see
the welcome spectacle. Lieutenant Roberts proceeded in
advance of the column to mark out the camping-ground, and
was met by the intelligence that the enemy had disappeared.
He accordingly made preparations for the camping of the
column. So secure from attack did the authorities at Agra
consider themselves that Colonel Cotton, the Brigadier com-
manding the garrison, desired that the camp should be pitched
near the church, on aspace that would not have held half the
force, and would have necessitated dispersion amongst com-
pounds; but after some discussion, and in compliance with
Colonel Greathed’s wishes, Roberts marked out the camp on
the Native Infantry Parade-ground. As the sequel proved,
had the column been thus divided, with houses and compounds
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in front, it must have sustained on that day very severe loss,
and perhaps even annihilation, -while it certainly could not
have attained the success which was achieved.

That the action that ensued was in the nature of a surprise
is certainly chiefly attributable to the defective intelligence of
the authorities at Agra, and little blame can attach to Colonel
Greathed, though it was sought in some quarters fo fix it on
him, and Brigadier Hope Grant, who was sent to relieve him,
says, ¢ Proper precautions had not apparently been taken by
our force when it marched in by at once posting pickets and
sending out cavalry patrols to examine the country in the
vicinity of the camp. The consequence was that before the
camp was pitched the enemy opened fire with their guns from
three different directions.”” Mr. (now Sir) William Muir,
Secretary to Government, North-West Provinces, writing to
Grant from Agra, on the day of the action, imputes no blame
to Greathed. He says:—‘The enemy came on our camp
with artillery on three sides. Greathed’s force had hardly got
the camp into order. The surprise, however, was only
momentary, and the sound and smoke of the artillery dis-
charges show that we have followed them up three or four
miles. It was a most complete surprise in one sense to us,
but a greater one to them. They could have had no idea that
we had so large a force. It entirely justifies the urgent
messages we have been sending for Greathed, but his fellows
must have been wretchedly tired. They had marched some
forty-two miles within thirty or forty hours.” ‘

All arms were speedily engaged, some of the troops turning
out in their shirt sleeves, but there was no disorder, for the
old Delhi campaigners had perfect confidence in their leaders
and themselves. While the guns opened fire with vigour and
effect, the Punjaub Cavalry, on the right, charged and beat
back the enemy, and the 9th Lancers, on the left, met in full
career and repulsed a daring charge of the rebel troopers of the
1st Light Cavalry and Irregular Horse. Lieutenant Roberts,
having completed his duties, was breakfasting in the fort
when he heard of the unexpected inroad of the rebels. Riding
quickly to the scene of conflict he found the pickets driven in
and Lieutenant Hugh Gough engaged with the enemy, who
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were in the camp, in the midst of which hand-to-hand com-
bats were going on. Drawing his sword, Roberts made his
way through the combatants to the side of his commander.
During the mélée, a squadron of the Lancers made a

brilliant charge on a large body of Sowars on the flank of
Blunt’s guns, in which Captain French was killed, and Lieun-
tenant Jones received twenty-two wounds, but survived to wear
the Victoria Cross. The Punjaub Cavalry, under Lieutenants
Watson, Probyn, and Younghusband, equally distinguished
themselves by capturing three guns, and the rout of the

- enemy was soon complete, and he was in full retreat, pursued

by all arms, Lieutenant Roberts being with the foremost party
of cavalry. On one or two occasions the rebels attempted to
make a stand at villages on the Gwalior road, but the British
fire was too much for them, and the infantry coming up, their
guns were captured. At a point five miles from cantonments
the rebel camp was taken, and from thence to the Kalee
Nuddee (black stream) the pursuit was one of cavalry and
Horse Artillery. Gun after gun was taken, and strings of
hackeries captured, fugitive Sepoys being cut down at every
yard. "On reaching the Kalee Nuddee, which was nearly
unfordable, the 1st Light Cavalry, drawn up on the opposite
side, made a show of forming a rear-guard, but Captain
Remmington’s guns speedily coming up, drove them off.
Twelve guns, being all the rebels had brought over, were
captured, and between 500 and 600 men were killed, and had
the crops not been so high, forming such admirable cover,
their losses would have been far heavier. ¢ There never was,”
says Norman, ‘‘a more complete rout, and probably never a
hotter pursuit.”” After securing the guns, and bringing off or .
destroying the standing camp, the troops returned to the can-
tonment about seven o’clock, having performed the almost
unparalleled achievement of fighting an action and marching
sixty-six miles in forty hours, nine miles of which the cavalry
did at a trot through high crops or over ploughed fields.
Roberts says that he saw a Sikh infantry soldier drinking
water in the Kalee Nuddee who had marched fifty miles, and
after pursuing to this stream marched back to camp! The
British loss was small, consisting of twelve killed and fifty-four
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wounded, and the result achieved was- considerable, a great
effect having been produced among the insurgent forces, which
consisted of between 6,000 and 8,000 men, including the
mutineers from Mhow, part of those from Neemuch, and
parties from Delhi, Indore, and Gwalior.

Though the attack was in the nature of a surprise, it was
one for both parties, for the rebels had no intelligence of the
near approach of Greathed’s column, and fancied they were
dealing with the Agra garrison, and hence they took the offen-
sive, displaying a dash quite foreign to their method of attack.
The disaffected in the city were said to have been engaged to
destroy the bridge of boats, but this was frustrated by the
rapid advance of the British, and it is probable that their
intention to attack such a strong and well-garrisoned fort as
Agra was due to the expected co-operation of the Gwalior
Contingent, with their siege-train, and four batteries of
artillery. But as Norman remarks :—‘ The most astonishing
part of the whole affair was the utter want of information, or
rather the incorrect information, of the Agra Government.
Within half an hour of fire being opened, the very best
authority (as it was supposed) had declared the mutineers to be
beyond the Kalee river, and yet, at that very time, they must
have been within a mile or so of camp. In fact they crossed
the river with guns, ammunition, waggons, &c.—and as the
water was by no means shallow and the banks steep, this must
have been a work of time—pitched a camp within five miles of
the fort, and close to a village, and advanced to the attack past
many villages without one word of correct information reach-
ing the Agra authorities, who, indeed, that very morning
received intelligence directly opposed to the truth.”

Lieutenant Roberts had no small share in the honours of
this hard-fought and most laborious day, and had the gratifica-
tion of seeing his name mentioned in despatches by Colonel
Greathed, Colonel Cotton, and Mr, C. B. Thornhill, the Secre-
tary to Government, North-West Provinces.

Colonel Greathed was very anxious to open communication
with General Havelock’s force, and a detachment, with two
guns, having been sent to relieve the party left at Allyghur,
the column crossed the river on the 14th of October, and
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marched on the following day to Mynpoorie, which they
reached on the 19th, the .last march being twenty-four miles.
On the previous day Brigadier Hope Grant arrived from Delhi
and took command of the Movable Column, and from this time
till the close of his service during the Mutiny, Lieutenant
Roberts served on the staff of that distinguished General, who
was singularly fortunate in his staff, which included such
officers as Wolseley, Roberts, Biddulph, Wilmot, and the late
Augustus Anson,

"The column made & rapid march of twenty-four miles to
Mynpoorie, where resistance was expected, but the Rajah and
his followers fled, and some guns and & gun-foundry fell into
the hands of the British, also two and a half lacs of rupees,
saved by the Rao, his brother, who met the column on the line
of march. Brigadier Grant halted on the 20th, and the fort
having been destroyed, marched on the following day to Bewer,
which, on their approach, was abandoned by a rebel force
detached from Futtehgurh by the Nawaub. At Bewer, the
junction of the four roads leading to Cawnpore, Meerut,
Futtehgurh, and Agra, Brigadier Grant received & letter from
Sir James Outram, written in the Greek character, requesting
him to push on to Lucknow to his aid with all speed, as they
were running short of provisions. He determired, accordingly,
not to delay by leaving the road to attack Futtehgurh, and on
the 22nd made a forced march of twenty-eight miles to Goor-
saigunge, and on the following day pushed on to Meerun-kee-
Serai. While Lieutenant Roberts, with his guard, was
" reconnoitring close to the town, situated on the banks of a
stream, he was fired upon by a battery on the opposite side,
supported by about 500 infantry, engaged in getting the guns
across. General Grant sent to his assistance a squadron of
Lancers, two of Panjaub Cavalry, and two guns. Our artillery,
getting into action, soon silenced them, and they fled, leaving
their guns, which were captured, while the cavalry, fording the
river, pursued them for several miles, cutting up a considerable
number.. Lieutenant Probyn, with the squadron of 2nd
Punjaub Cavalry, continued the pursuit as far as the Ganges,
into which the remnant of the fugitives were driven. The
guns were brought into camp—one 24-pounder howitzer,
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one 9-pounder, and two brass native guns, 3-pounders, besides
ammunition-waggons and two store-carts. During the pursuit
Roberts displayed his accustomed ardour, and crossed swords
with a rebel sowar, who cut his horse across the flank.

On the 24th of October a forced march of twenty-two miles
was made to Poora, and two ordinary marches, on the 25th and
26th, took the column into Cawnpore, where it was directed by
Brigadier Wilson, of H.M.’s 64th Regiment, commanding at
the station, to halt until orders for an advance on Lucknow
were received from Sir Colin Campbell, the newly-arrived
Commander-in-Chief.

As the column, barely numbering 8,000 men, marched into
Cawnpore, it was surrounded by large bodies of the enemy—
the Gwalior Contingent, a highly-disciplined force of 5,000
men, with batteries and a siege-train, in all amounting to
thirty-six guns, being encamped on the banks of the Jumna, a
few miles distant, and a force under the Nawaub of Futtehgurh
of about the same strength, with artillery, in the rear, and
other bodies of rebels between the Ganges and Lucknow.
But the mutinous Sepoys displayed an unaccountable lack of
enterprise, and feared to attack, though burning to destroy the
troops destined to save the women and children at Lucknow
from the fate that had befallen their unfortunate compatriots at
Cawnpore—that name of horror, the sound of which even now,
to those who were in India in the Mutiny year,

¢ Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye
That tears shall drown the wind.”

Nothing more painful ever met the eye of Roberts and the
officers and men of Grant’s column, than the scene presented
by this once handsome station, now gutted and burnt, with
scarce a house standing, but only blackened walls and evidences
of slaughter on every hand. There was the house where was
enacted the last scene in the unhappy tragedy, with its blood-
stained walls and heart-rending inscriptions, telling of the
wounds the writers had received, the deaths of those dear to
them, and breathing agonizing appeals to Heaven for merey,
and to man for the succour that never came. There was the
hospital, which formed the centre of the position on the open
plain, defended for twenty-two days by Sir Hugh Wheeler
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against the artillery and overwhelming forces of the enemy,
and, lying about, scraps of letters, children’s shoes, ladies’
bits of ribbon, and other piteous memorials of the ill-fated
occupants ; and there was the terrible well, with its contents
scarcely covered by a thin layer of earth. Once beautiful
women and innocent children lay there in a festering mass,
and the echoes of their voices, though stilled in death, called
in trampet-tones to the shuddering visitors who crowded round
these sad memorials, to avenge the deed than which the history
of all time can show nothing so black or treacherous.

The officers and men of the Delhi Field Force had seen
much of bloodshed and the horrors of war during the past few
months, but nothing to approach this scene at Cawnpore.
As they turned away horror-stricken from the fatal well, there
was no need for incentives to steel their hearts against wreaking
& full measure of revenge, such as were called to her aid by
Lady Macbeth before perpetrating the murder of Duncan.:

% Fill me, from the crown to the toe, top full
Of direst cruelty. Make thick my blood.
Stop up the access and passage to remorse,
That no compunctious visitings of nature

Shake my fell purpose, nor keep & pace between
The effect and it.’po ’ '
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Departure of Lieutenant Roberts from Cawnpore with Brigadier Hope
Grant's Column for the Relief of Lucknow—Narrow Escape of Roberts
from Capture by the Rebels at Buntheera—March upon Lucknow—
Roberts as Quartermaster-General of Sir Hope Grant’s Division—He
leads the Army from the Alumbagh—Is sent by Sir Colin Campbell on
a Special Mission to Alumbagh—Is associated with Captain Garnet
Wolseley in the Capture of the 32nd Mess-house—The return March
to Cawnpore—The Battle of Cawnpore on the 6th of December—The
Affair at Serai Ghit. .

AT Cawnpore Brigadier Grant received an accession of
strength, including 850 men of the 98rd Sutherland High-
landers, under Colonel the Honourable Adrian Hope (who fell
at Rooyiah, in Oude), which brought up the strength of the
column to 8,460 men and twenty guns. With this force he
and his officers felt they could accomplish anything, and all
were inspired with feelings of self-gratulation when the order
came for them to commence their march for the relief of Luck-
now. The column crossed the Ganges by the bridge of boats
on the 80th October, and pushed on to Bunnee, where the
bridge was found to be destroyed, but the river was forded
without difficulty. The Brigadier now received an order from
Sir Colin Campbell, who arrived at Cawnpore from Calcutta
on the 8rd November, directing him to halt until he joined
him.

As the ground was unfavourable for camping, he determined
to ddvance a few miles, and, on the morning of 8rd November,
sent Lieutenants Roberts and Mayne, of the Quartermaster-
General’s Department, to select a proper site. In executing
this duty Lieutenant Roberts had a narrow escape from capture
by the rebels at a village called Buntheera, which we will give
in his own words to us:—*‘I was sent by Sir Hope Grant to select
ground for a new camp. We had reconnoitred the country a
few hours previously, and finding no enemy, Lieutenant Mayne,
Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster-General, like myself, went
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with & few Sowars on ahead. We arrived on the ground and
sent back word to the camp colourmen to come on. While we
were waiting and talking to what appeared pilgrims, we were
shot at, and on looking round saw a considerable number of
the enemy between us and our force. They had been concealed
in the village, so we afterwards heard. 'We put spurs to our
horses, but had a narrow escape ; my horse, while crossing a
" ravine, was slightly wounded and fell, and in doing so my
sword fell from my hand and cut my left thumb badly.”

Had he fallen into the hands of the rebels, a cruel death
would have been his fate, for

“ Match’d with them
The rudest brute that roams Siberia's wild
Has feelings pure and polish’d as & gem—
The bear is civilized, the wolf is mild.”
The Brigadier sent a portion of his force with guns to drive
away the enemy, and they were easily turned out of the village
of Buntheera, and retreated in the direction of Lucknow.

The column now occupied the village of Nawabgunj, in the
middle of a large plain, where the camp was pitched and a
convoy, with suitable escort, was sent to the Alumbagh. Be-
tween the 5th and 10th November, when Sir Colin Campbell
reached Nawabgunj, and assumed the command-in-chief of all
the troops destined for the relief of Lucknow, considerable
reinforcements arrived, and the troops available for the advance
numbered 6,000 men, with eleven heavy guns, two 18-pounders,
eighteen field-pieces, and several mortars.

On the morning of the 12th November, Sir Colin commenced
operations by marching to the Alumbagh, a large walled enclo-
sure, about five miles due south.of the Residency, the garrison
of which consisted of 900 men, forming a portion of the force
left by Sir James Outram and General Havelock in their
advance to the first relief of the Residency on the 25th of
September.

Lieutenant Roberts was with the advance guard, which was
attacked by a body of 2,000 rebels, with two guns, but the
latter were taken by Lieutenant H. Gough, of Hodson’s Horse,
in a brilliant charge, and the enemy dispersed. The Alumbagh
position having been cleared of the enemy, the garrison was
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changed, Her Majesty’s 75th Regiment, numbering only 300
war-worn soldiers who had served through the siege of Delhi,
being placed in garrison there. Depositing his heavy baggage
and supplies in the Alumbagh enclosure, and sending back his
cattle and wheeled transport to Cawnpore, Sir Colin made his
arrangements for marching with the remainder of his force,
4,800 men, without encumbrances, which he proposed to leave
in the park of Dilkoosha.*

On the 18th, the advance on Lucknow commenced in earnest,
and Lieutenant Roberts, as the head of the Quartermaster-
General’s Department of the division commanded by Brigadier-
Generalf Grant, reconnoitred the road, and had the honour of
leading the army in the advance from the Alumbagh to Dilkoosha,
which initiated the operations resulting in the relief of the
beleaguered garrison and women and children. As the advance
. column approached the Dilkoosha park, the leading troops were
met by a heavy musketry fire. Reinforcements were pushed on,
under the command of Colonel Hamilton, 78th Highlanders,
the troops engaged consisting of 2 batteries of Artillery and 8
regiments of Infantry. After a running fight of two hours,
the enemy were driven down the hill to the Martiniere, across
the garden and park of that college, and far beyond the canal
which, running nearly east and west, falls into the Goomtee at
a point to the north of the Martiniere. The Dilkoosha and
Martiniere were both seized by Brigadier Hope’s brigade occu-
pying the gardens and enclosures of the latter, abutting on the
canal, Brigadier D. Russell’s brigade being on the left, in front
of Dilkoosha, and Brigadier Little, with the Cavalry and Bour-
chier’s Battery, ‘occupying the plain in front of the Martiniere.

The enemy however, did not acquiesce in their defeat, but
attacked the position with spirit, though without success. Our
troops drove them off and advanced across the canal, and,
during the fighting, two officers were killed, Captdin Wheatley,
of the Carabineers, and Lieutenant Mayne, Royal Horse Artil-
tery, Lieutenant Roberts’ companion in the affair at Buntheera.

# Dilkoosha signifies “ Heart's Delight.”

+ Hope Grant had been advanced to this rank by Sir Colin Campbell, an
old friend with whom he had served in China and on the Sutlej. Sir Colin
placed him in command of the whole force, though é)ractically the orm.tions
for the relief of Lucknow were conducted by the Commander-in-Chief,
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No further advance was made for a few days, but Roberts
was selected by the Commander-in-Chief for a duty which
showed that he had already made himself & name as an active,
capable officer. He writes to us : *‘The evening previous to the
advance from the Martiniere, Sir Colin Campbell sent for me,
and said that he had not sufficient reserve ammunition, and
that more must be brought from the Alambagh before morning ;
he asked me if I could find my way to the Alumbagh in the
dark; I replied I thought I could, and was told to go, to take
what escort I required and a sufficient number of camels, I
took Hugh Gough’s and Younghusband’s squadrons of Native
Cavalry. We had great difficulty in avoiding the enemy’s
pickets, but we performed the duty during the night, and
returned to the Martiniere shortly before daybreak. Sir Colin
expressed himself greatly pleased ; I had just time for & hasty
breakfast when I was ordered to lead the column towards the
Secunderbagh.”

Storing his heavy baggage and supplies for fourteen days in
the Alumbagh, Sir Colin Campbell rested his army, and the
advance on the Secunderbagh took place on the morning of the
16th of November, the rear guard, under Colonel Ewart, 98rd
Highlanders, having closed up with the column only on the
preceding day. Leaving in garrison at Dilkoosha, H.M.’s 8th
Regiment, like the 75th one of the Delhi battalions, and therefore
entitled to a well-earned repose, early on the 16th Sir Colin
advanced direct on Secunderbagh, Lieutenant Roberts leading
the column to what proved one of the hardest contested fights
of the war.

The Secunderbagh is described by the Commander-in-Chief
as a high walled enclosure of strong masonry, 120 yards
square, and carefully loopholed all round. It was held in great
strength by the enemy, and opposite to it, at a distance of a
hundred yards, was a village also loopholed and filled with
men. On the head of the column advancing up the lane to
the left of the Secunderbagh, fire was opened on them. The
infantry of the advance guard was quickly thrown into skirmish-
ing order, to line a bank to the right, and Captain Blunt's*

* Now Major-General C. H, Blunt, C.B.
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troop of Bengal Horse Artillery, passing at a gallop through a
ceross-fire from the village and Secunderbagh, opened fire within
musketry range in o most daring manner. As soon as they
could be pushed up a steep bank, two 18-pounder guns, under
Captain Travers, were also brought to bear on the building.
‘While this was being effected, says the Commander-in-Chief,
the leading brigade of infantry, under Brigadier the Hon.
Adrian Hope, coming rapidly into action, caused the loopholed
village to be abandoned, the whole fire being then directed on
the Secunderbagh. After a time a large body of the enemy,
who were holding ground to the left of the advance, were driven
in, when the 98rd Highlanders pursued their advantage and -
seized the barracks, and immediately converted them into a
military post. While this was going on, the two 18-pounders
had been battering the Secunderbagh, which was stormed in
the most brilliant manner by the 98rd Highlanders and 4th
Punjabees. ¢ There never was a bolder feat of arms,”” wrote
the Commander-in-Chief, who had stormed the breach of San
Sebastian, and stood on the ridge at Barrosa; and thus the
crime of Cawnpore was avenged at Secunderbagh, within the
small area of which over 2,000* dead bodies were counted by
the burying parties.

The next point attacked was the Shah Nujeef, a domed
mosque, with a garden enclosed within a loopholed wall. The
place was first cannonaded for three hours by the heavy guns of
Captain Peel’s Naval Brigade, an action almost unexampled
in war, and then stormed by the 98rd Highlanders, led by
Brigadier Hope, supported by a battalion of detachments under
Major Barnston, of the 90th Regiment, who received a wound
which ultimately proved fatal. This brought the operations of
the 16th of November to a close.

On the following morning took place the storm of the 82nd
Mess-house, formerly known as the Khoorsheyd Munzil (Happy
Palace), o building of considerable size, defended by a ditch
twelve feet broad and scarped with masonry, and a strong mud-
wall loopholed for musketry. The task of leading the stormers

* So says Sir Colin Cam]]:bell in his despatch., Bourchier places the
number at about 3,000,and Lord Wolseleg, who was with the burying party,
informed us that the exact number was, by & singular coincidence, 1,857,
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was entrusted to Captain Wolseley,* of the 90th Regiment, by
Sir Colin Campbell, who mentions that officer’s name first in
his despatch briefly recording the events of the day. With
Captain Wolseley was associated a picket of the 58rd Regiment,
under Captain Hopkins, and he was supported by the battalion
of .detachments formerly commanded by Major Barnston, and
now by Captain F. C. Guise,{ both of the 90th Regiment.

The difficulty of writing history correctly even when the
actors are alive, has received an exemplification in the published
accounts of the storm of the Mess-house, one of the most
gallant feats of arms performed during the war. The writer,
in the first edition of his ‘ Memoir of Lord Wolseley,”
(published in 1874,) gave an account of this affair derived
from the gallant leader of the storming party, who received
his instructions from Sir Colin Campbell in person, and it
was extracted by Colonel Malleson in his ¢ History of the
Mutiny.” But in the third and concluding volume of his
work, the historian, in correction of this account, inserted an
Appendix, in which Captain Hopkins is credited with the
honour of having led the storming party across the drawbridge
into the Mess-house, and Wolseley is only mentioned as
‘“ attacking the houses on the right of the building.” Since
this was published the writer has been assured by the late
Mr. Kavanagh, V.C,, who guided Wolseley’s party, that his
account is absolutely correct, and that Wolseley, and not
Hopkins, was the leader of the party that first crossed the
drawbridge into the Mess-house. Colonel Malleson, in the
Appendix referred to (see pages 505-506, Vol. IIIL.), further
states that Captain Hopkins received a flag from Lieutenant
Roberts, and himself hoisted it, and on its being shot down,
replaced it on the summit of the Mess-house ; but the following
is Sir Frederick Roberts’ account, in a letter to us, of his
share of the business :—* I took the flag of the 2nd Punjaub
Infantry, by Sir Colin Campbell’s orders, and placed it on the
Mess-house to show Outram and Havelock where we were. The
enemy knocked the flagstaff down three times, breaking the

* Now General Lord Wolseley, G.C.B.
+ Now Major-General Guise, 0.B., V.C.
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pole once. The staff is, I believe, still in the possession of the
2nd Punjaub Infantry.”

The Motee Mahal was gained the same day by Captain
Wolseley’s exertions, and a communication opened that evening
with the Residency. Lieutenant Roberts accompanied his Chief
at the meeting between the three Generals—Sir Colin Campbell,
Sir James Outram, and General Havelock—a memorable scene
that has been depicted with graphic force by Barker in his
famous painting.

Roberts took up his quarters with Brigadier General Grant
in the Shah Nujeef, where the occasional welcome of a round
shot through the building warned them that their work was
not yet ended. The withdrawal of the immense train of non-
combatants and sick and wounded and stores, was confided to
Sir James Outram, who performed the task with the success
that might have been anticipated from his antecedents.

At his own suggestion, Outram remained in command of
some 4,000 men and thirty-five pieces of ordnance at the
position of Alumbagh, while, on the 27th, the remainder of the
army, under Sir Colin Campbell and Brigadier-General Hope
Grant, who had continued, throughout the operations connected
with the Relief, in immediate command of the division, retraced
their steps towards Cawnpore, with the object of sending the
Lucknow women and children on to Allahabad and Calcutta.
But an unexpected event had occurred at Cawnpore, and in
place of a little rest after the weary months of watching passed
in the Residency, the sorely tried ladies and children again
heard the familiar boom of cannon and rattle of musketry,
and found themselves in a beleaguered camp, the garrison
of which had no easy task in defeating and dispersing their
8ggressors.

When Sir Colin Campbell quitted Cawnpore, he left Major-
General Windham (‘“ Redan Windham” as he was called) in
command of the camp, with strict orders to remain on the
defensive. General Windham had at first only 500 Europeans
under his orders, but received constant small accessions of
strength, until his force numbered between 2,000 and 8,000
men. Hearing of the advance of the Gwalior mutineers from
Calpee, notwithstanding the stringent orders of the Com-
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mander-in-Chief to stand on the defensive, he resolved to
strike a blow. On the 26th of November, he moved out eight
miles along the canal in a due westerly direction, and meeting
the advance guard of the enmemy, consisting of 8,000 men, at
a place called Bhowsee, on the Pando Nuddee, he attacked and
routed them, capturing three guns. On his return Windham
encamped in a position with brushwood on one side and the
city in his rear, and the enemy, making a detour in the night,
appeared close on his left flank in the morning of the 27th of
November. Meanwhile Windham, leaving his camp standing,
had advanced in another direction, and found himself suddenly
attacked from an unexpected quarter, and was compelled to
retreat to his intrenchments, leaving in the possession of the
enemy his standing camp with all its contents. That night
the rebel force, consisting of the Gwalior Contingent and Koer
Singh’s men, was joined by the Nana Sahib, and, advancing
upon Cawnpore, which fell into their hands, invested the
intrenchments, their left resting on the Ganges, and their right
on the city at the point where it touches the canal. Doubtless
the treacherous and sanguinary monster leading the mutineers
promised himself a second ‘¢ Cawnpore,” and the vigour with
which the attack was pushed on the morning of the 28th of
November, augured well for his hopes, and showed that the
rebels had a leader of some ability in the person of Tantia
Topee, who now appeared on the scene.

Advancing at dawn with their overwhelming artillery, which
had been trained by the late Sir Vincent Eyre, the Gwalior
Contingent, Horse, Foot, and Artillery, forming the most
highly disciplined native troops in India, reinforced by other
levies, making up a formidable -army of 25,000 men, with 42
guns, captured the Assembly Rooms, with all its vast collection
of private and public stores and ammunition, and, possessing
themselves of the Grand Trunk Road, moved down to attack
the intrenchments. During the fighting that ensued, the 64th,
numbering only 800 bayonets, one of Havelock’s regiments in
Persia and in his advance up country, made a gallant charge
and spiked three guns, but not being supported, were driven
back with heavy loss, including Brigadier Wilson and several
officers killed. At this time of doubt and disaster, Sir Colin
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Campbell arrived on the scene with dope Grant’s weak division,
and speedily the aspect of affairs was changed.

The Commander-in-Chief, having made his dispositions for
leaving Sir James Qutram at Alumbagh, set out on his return
march to Cawnpore with the non-combatants and wounded
from Lucknow, about 2,000 souls, escorted by the remainder
of his troops, some 8,000 men, including the garrison of the
Residency. On the morning of the 27th, Sir Colin encamped
at Bunnee, about thirty miles distant from Cawnpore, and,
about noon of the following day, received a missive from
General Windham, headed ‘‘most urgent,” reporting his
critical position in terms that, for a moment, almost unnerved
the veteran of a hundred fights., A writer in Blackwood's
Magazine for October, 1858, gives a graphic account of the
position of affairs as the column pressed on to the bridge of
boats over the Ganges:—‘‘ The impatience and anxitey of all
became extreme. Louder and louder grew the roar, faster and
faster became the march, long and weary was the way, tired
and footsore grew the infantry, death fell on the exhausted
wounded with terrible rapidity, the travel-worn bearers could
hardly stagger along under their loads, the sick men groaned
and died ; but still on, on; on, was the cry.”

After progressing in the usual order for a short time, the
tension became too great for Sir Colin, Leaving the infantry
to march on with the convoy, he pressed forward with the
cavalry and horse artillery. On reaching Mungulwar, about
five miles on the Lucknow side of the Ganges, he halted his
troops, directed the artillery to fire salvoes to announce the
approach of assistance, and galloped forward with his staff, in
mingled hope and fear regarding the condition in which he
might find the bridge of boats. As he approached the river,
& glance dissipated every doubt on this head. Through the
glimmering light, for evening had set in, the bridge was seen
to be intact. Flames rising in every direction, mingling with
the light of the setting sun, showed that the enemy must have
taken the city and a large part of the cantonments, that the
tents intended for the ladies and children and the sick and
wounded from Lucknow, and the stores of clothing for the
defenders of the Residency, must have been destroyed ; whilst
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the artillery fire occasionally directed at the bridge, and the
fusillade near the river-bank, proved that a sharp crisis
was impending. In a word, to use the language of an officer
on Sir Colin’s staff, ¢ the veil which had so long shrouded us
from Windham was rent asunder, and the disaster stood before
us in all its calamity.” '

Lieutenant Roberts was ordered to communicate with General
Windham, and ascertain the state of affairs. Riding at top
speed he was the first to cross the bridge of boats leading to
the entrenchment, now so hardly beset by an enemy flushed
with unaccustomed victory, and communicating with Windham,
returned to the Commander-in-Chief and placed him in posses-
gion of the situation. Pushing on, Sir Colin crossed the
stream, and the language the veteran employed towards
Windham on learning the loss of all the stores he had
accumulated with such labour, was, to use a mild term,
unparliamentary.*

On the 28th the enemy began to bombard the intrenchment,
but their opportunity was lost; for, during the 29th, the British
troops began to cross the Ganges, and the old chief set to work
in his trenchant style to repair the disaster brought about by
rashness. By the following evening the whole of his division
was on the Cawnpore side of the Ganges, the British resting
on the river, and the front and left covering the Grand Trunk
Road, which, passing through Cawnpore, unites Delhi, Allaha-
bad, and Calcutta. By the 8rd December, the convoy, ‘ which,”
says Sir Colin, ¢‘ had giver me 80 much anxiety, including the
families and half the wounded, was finally despatched on its
way,”’ and, on the evening of the 5th, every arrangement had
been made for a general attack on the enemy the next morning.
The city of Cawnpore lay in front of the British camp, the
larger portion of the town being on the northern side of the
canal running east and west towards the Ganges, and the smaller
portion lying on its southern bank. At this time the enemy
were on the north side of the canal, which divided them from
the British, who occupied also an advanced post, the General

* (eneral Windham was superseded by Brigadier Inglis, the commander
of the Lucknow garrison, and General Dupuis, R.A., commandirg the
artillery, was sent to Dum Dum.
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Gunj, an old bazaar, of considerable extent, held by Brigadier
Greathed.

On the 6th December, the morning of the attack, the British
force did not exceed 7,000 or 8,000 men, and that of the
enemy amounted to 25,000, with thirty-six guns. The Gwalior
Contingent had come westward from Calpee, on the Jumna, a
distance of fifty-one miles by the road which, joining that from
Delhi, enters the city of Cawnpore on the north; and the Nana
Sahib’s people had come southward from Bithoor down the
Ganges. The rebel camp was about two miles from Cawnpore
on the Calpee Road.

There was some desultory fighting on the 5th, in which
Lieutenant Roberts took part on Sir Hope Grant’s staff; but at
9 a.M. on the following morning, Sunday, 6th December, Sir
Colin had his force, with thirty-five guns, ready disposed for
action, and commenced operations for the dispersal of the enemy
by a heavy bombardment from the works near the Ganges to
the east of Cawnpore, with the object of inducing the rebels
to believe that the attack was to be made in that quarter.
Brigadier Greathed’s three regiments were reinforced by the
64th, and he was directed to occupy the General Gunj, the
bazaar on the canal, opposite the enemy’s centre, where he had
been posted for some days. The rest of the British force, con-
sisting of an artillery brigade, including Captain Peel’s heavy
guns, a cavalry brigade, under Sir Hope Grant, and three weak
infantry brigades under the Hon. A. Hope, Walpole, and Inglis
of Lucknow, were drawn up in contiguous columns, and effect-
ually masked from the observation of the enemy.

Soon after eleven all was ready. The infantry then deployed
in parallel lines fronting the canal. Hope was in advance in
one line, Inglis in rear with the second. General Grant was sent
with the cavalry and horse artillery to cross the canal by the
bridge a mile and a half to the westward, and to threaten the
enemy’s rear. Immediately to the left of Brigadier Greathed
was another bridge across the canal, which was crossed by
Walpole, who drove the enemy from some brick-kilns. The
Sikhs and the men of the 53rd did the same on the left, and
then the whole line advanced, with Peel’'s heavy guns. Sir
Colin Campbell wrote ; ‘¢ On this occasion there was the sight
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beheld of 24-pounder guns advancing with the first lis
skirmishers. *’

The troops were soon over the canal, and the enemy
driven back at all points. His camp two miles in rear
covering his line of retreat, was reached and taken at one
o'clock in the afternoon, and his rout was complete. For four-
teen miles along the Calpee road the enemy was hotly pursued
with cavalry and artillery, and Sir Colin Campbell expressed
his belief that not one gun or ammunition waggon which had
been on the right of the enemy’s position, escaped.

Lieutenant Roberts rode by the side of his chief in this
chase and capture. Captain Bourchier commanding No. 17
Battery, which first took up the pursuit, says :—¢“ Gun after
gun is spiked, cartloads of ammunrition lay strewed along the
road; Pandies are bolting in all directions. For two miles
without a check the pursuit was carried on by the battery alone,
accompanied by Sir Hope Grant and his staff. Four times in
that distance did we come into action, to clear our front and
flanks, until General Grant, thinking wisely we were too far
from our supports, determined to wait until the cavalry arrived.
A halt was called ; not until it was required, for the horses,
though in the condition of racers, had felt the pace. A small
cloud coming nearer and nearer is seen on the left. The head
of the cavalry column debouches from a grove. The order for
a further pursuit is given. The cavalry spread like lightning
over the plain in skirmishing order, and Sir Colin takes the
lead. The pursuit is continued to the fourteenth milestone,
assuming all the character of a fox-hunt.”

Meantime, as the Commander-in-Chief passed the enemy’s
camp, he ordered General Mansfield, his Chief of the Staff, to
secure it, and take the position of the Subadar’s Tank, which
stood in rear of the rebel left. Owing to a defect in Mans-
field’s arrangements, the enemy escaped with their guns down
the Bithoor Road. The rebel centre, however, finding them-
selves taken in rear and their camp captured, abandoned the
town by the same road, and so ended the battle of Cawnpore.

Sir Colin Campbell selected General Hope Grant to deal the
final blow by dispersing the enemy concentrated at Bithoor, the
seat of the Nana Sahib, and capturing his guns. The complete
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manner in which the task was executed justified the choice,
and Lieutenant Roberts, who participated in the succeeding
operations received his meed of praise from his immediate
Chief. '

Giving his wearied men one day’s rest, soon after noon of
the 8th December, General Grant marched from Cawnpore
with a compact force of 2,800 men, consisting of Brigadier
Hon, Adrian Hope’s Infentry Brigade—the 42nd and 98rd
Highlanders, and 4th Punjaubees—and 520 sabres, with eleven
guns,

Licutenant Roberts, who accompanied the column as head of
the Quartermaster-General's Department, had a difficult task in
obtaining information from the natives passed on the road, as
to whether the rebels in the retreat had conveyed the guns to
Bithoor, or were about to cross into Oude by the ferry, called
Serai Ghat, twenty-five miles nup the river. At length he
learned from one man that six guns, including a 24-pounder,
which had been captured but was subsequently lost, had been
conveyed by the latter route.  Sir Hope Grant resolved to march
thither, and the same night, leaving his baggage under a
guard, started by a cross country road for Sheorajpore, three
miles from Serai Ghat. Soon after marching a rebel sowar
was captured, from whom information was obtained that the
guns, which formed the chief object of the expedition, were
still on the banks of the river. The General and his staff, with a
small Sikh escort, pushed on and soon saw the enemy, on
which he sent back orders for the remainder of his cavalry and
the artillery to come up immediately, and the infantry to
follow. On the arrival of the cavalry and guns, the General
pushed on over very difficult and swampy ground, in which the
24-pounder that had been lost on the 6th, was discovered
embedded up to the axle.

The men worked with a will, and soon the leading guns of
Captain Middleton’s battery, under Lieutenant Warren, reached
sounder ground and opened fire, advancing to within 500 yards
of the rebels clustered on the river’s bank. - Presently the
remainder of the battery and Captain Remmington’s troop of
horse artillery arrived, and came into action at a range of 200
yards. The enemy, consisting of a confused mass of guns,
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bullocks, baggage, and men, soon gave way, and fled along the
marshy banks of the river, where they were pursued and cut

up by the Irregular Cavalry.

In this well arranged affair, fifteen guns, belonging to .the

Gwalior Contingent, were captured. 8ir Colin Campbell,
writing to congratulate Sir Hope Grant on the following day,
said : “ It is impossible to over-estimate the advantage to our
interests, military and political, which will result from the
taking of the only guns remaining with the Gwalior Contingent.
All the discontented chiefs with their rabble of villains, will
lose hope and heart at once on learning the result of your
pursuit and attack of the body of men protecting the guns that
had been left to them, with the loss of the latter. All this is
matter for real rejoicing, and will cause great satisfaction in
Calcutta.”
. In his report Brigadier-General Grant specially referred to
the services rendered by Lieutenant Roberts, and the Com-
mander-in-Chief endorsed his acknowledgments in a letter to
Lord Canning, the Governor-General.
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CHAPTER V.

Roberts gains the V.C. at Khodagunj—Occupation of Futtehgurh on the
2nd of January, 1858—A Day’s P?-stic ing—The Army crosses into
Oude—Arduous Nature of Roberts’s Duties on the Staff—Storm of
Meeangunj—Roberts’s Humanity—The Siege of Lucknow—Operations
Trans-Goomtee—The Action of Koorsie—Roberts is invalided and
returns to England. ’

From Serai Ghat the column marched on the 11th to Bithoor,
the residence of the infamous Nana Sahib, which was com-
pletely destroyed, the temple and palace being blown up, and
the contents burnt—and thus Bithoor, with its terrible memo-
ries, became a thing of the past. Sir Hope Grant marched
on the 24th December for Mynpoorie, halting for Christmas-
day at Chahbepore, where he was joined by the Commander-
in-Chief with the main force from Cawnpore. Pursuing their
course on the following day to Poonwah, they arrived on the
80th at Goorshaigunj. )

Learning that the rebels had partially broken down the
suspension bridge over the Kala Nuddee, Sir Colin Campbell,
on the first day of the new year, detached a force, with engineers,
to repair it, and the work was so rapidly executed that, by the
following morning, the bridge was pronounced practicable. The
Commander-in-Chief went down to examine the position, and
was received by a heavy fire of musketry and field-pieces from the
enemy, who, coming up in great force from Futtehgurh during
the night, had taken up a position in the village near the head
of the bridge. Sending for the brigades under Hope Grant
and Greathed from Goorshaigunj, some four miles distant, the
Commander-in-Chief directed Brigadier Hope to cross the river
and hold the enemy in check.

On the arrival of the main force, the village of Khodagunj
was stormed by General Grant, who was accompanied by Lieu-
tenant Roberts. The cavalry, in échelon of squadrons, first
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charged the enemy as they emerged from the village, and then.
followed in hot pursuit, sabring the flying foe at every stride.
The scene enacted at the battle of Agra was repeated, and the
rebels, fleeing in panic, did not even halt on reaching Futteh-
gurh, but fled into Bundelcund, leaving eight guns and much
stores in the hands of the victors. Says the writer in Black-
wood already quoted :—** Then despair seized upon the rebel
mass; breaking their ranks, throwing aside their arms, they

fled in wild confusion; but the horsemen were upon them acd

amongst them, and the slaughter was terrible ; for several
miles they rode along spearing and cutting down at every step;

“and the progress of their swift advance might be marked by

the smoke of exploded tumbrils curling up amidst the dark
green trees.”

In the pursuit a very gallant young officer of Irregular’
Cavalry, Lieutenant Younghusband, met his death, and the
subject of this Memoir performed an act of personal-gallantry
which secured him the Victoria Cross, that most coveted of all
military distinctions.

‘While following up the retreating enemy with the ardour of
a fox-hunter across country, Lieutenant Roberts saw two
Sepoys making off with a standard. Putting spurs to his horse
he overtook them just as they were about to enter the village,
and made for them sword in hand. They immediately turned
at bay and presented their muskets at him. It was a eritical
moment, as one of them pulled the trigger, but a merciful
Providence had preserved the young officer to render priceless
services to his country, and add a glorious page to her history.
The cap snapped almost in Roberts’s face, and, the next moment,
he laid the Sepoy carrying the standard dead at his feet by a
tremendous cut across the head, and seized the trophy as it
fell from his lifeless grasp. Meantime the companion of the
standard-bearer made off into the village. But this was not
the only exploit performed by Lieutenant Roberts on this 2nd
of January.

Following up the rebels, he came up with a group, consisting
of a Sikh Sowar and a rebel Sepoy standing at bay with musket
and bayonet. The cavalryman with his sword felt himself no
mateh for the foot-soldier armed with what Napier calls ¢ the
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queen of weapons ;’’ but Roberts, on arriving on the scene, did
not wait to count the odds, if they were against him, but rode
straight at the Sepoy, and with one stroke of his sword slashed
him across the face, killing him on the spot.

For these two acts of personal prowess Brigadier-General
Grant recommended him for the decoration of the Victoria
Cross, which was conferred on the following 14th- of September,
by & General Order of the Commander-in-Chief, issued at
Allahabad.

On the rebels being completely dispersed, the -cavalry
returned to camp after & hard day’s work, and, on the following
morning, a march of twelve miles brought the army to
Futtehgurh, which was found deserted by the mutineers, as
well as a strong fort on the banks of the Ganges, in the midst
of the town which it commanded. The town of Furruckabad,
three miles distant, also surrendered without firing a shot;
and the Nawab, Azim Khan, who had committed frightful
atrocities on the occasion of the massacre of Europeans at
Futtehgurh, was hanged, and his body left on the gallows as a
warning to the townspeople.

The day after his arrival at Futtehgurh, the Commander-in-
Chief was joined by Walpole’s and Seaton’s brigades, escorting
an immense convoy, when the force placed at his disposal
numbered over 10,000 men. The task set before Sir Colin
Campbell in undertaking the operations terminating with his
arrival at Futtehgurh, had been accomplished; the Doab had
been cleared of the enemy, communications with the North-
west Provinces had been reopened, and to complete the pacifi-
cation of the country, there remained the formidable task of
the reconquest of Rohileund and Oude, into which the rebels
" had been driven as birds into a net by the fowler. The Com-
mander-in-Chief, therefore, made preparations for the final
capture of Lucknow, which had become & vast stronghold,
requiring a large army and a siege-train for its reduction.

Sir Colin Campbell, with his staff, escorted by some cavalry
and horse artillery, broke up his camp on the 1st of February,
and, making double marches, reached Cawnpore in three days.
General Grant followed on the same day with the remainder of
the force, when the column retraced its steps towards the Kala

AT TR P T s S gkt T, e o e



e

e e e e Py

A Pig-sticking Incident. 79

Nuddee, passing over the ground which was strewed with the
unburied corpses and skeletons of the rebels killed a month
before.

On the 8rd of February, when a halt was made near Kunoge,
Sir Hope Grant, who was a keen shekari and fearless rider,
indulged in a day’s ¢ pig-sticking " to the gratification of his
staff, among whom were horsemen not inferior to himself.
The sport afforded a pleasant relaxation from the tedious
marches and more exciting operations of war, and was impro-
vised on an extensive scale. On arrival at the ground, on a
tongue of land between the Kala Nuddee and the Ganges,
thirty-five elephants, marshalled in line, moved through the
high grass, the pig-stickers armed with lances riding in front.
The sport was indifferent, but there was excellent opportunity
for the reckless riding over ground invisible a yard in front,
which characterises this species of Indian hunting.

General Grant made the following entry in his journal of an
incident of the day’s sport i—¢‘ We singled out a young bear,
and I was on the point of spearing him, when Augustus Anson,
my aide-de-camp, and Roberts, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-
General, full of ardour, dashed up at a gallop, as if they were
riding for their lives, and simultaneously cannoned against both
flanks of my horse, fairly lifting him off his legs and shutting .
me up completely. However, strange to say, the horse did not
roll over. After all, the young gentlemen did not spear the
pig; he was run into by some dogs which held him fast, as
he was not full grown, until we came up and despatched him.
‘We afterwards put up a large fox, which gave us a fine chevy.
Three greyhounds followed him up splendidly for about a mile
and a half, until one of them caught him by the brush and
rolled him over, but could not hold him. Reynard then
doubled and escaped.”’

After this interlude in the more serious game of war, the
march was resumed and the column proceeded to Surajpore.
On arriving here General Grant received a message from the
Commander-in-Chief, requesting him to join him at Cawnpore.
Accompanied by his staff, he started after breakfast and rode
into the station, when he received instructions from Sir Colin
Campbell to assume temporary command of the whole army
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between Cawnpore and Bunnee during his absence at Allaha-
bad, where he was about to proceed to confer with the Governor-
General, who had taken up his headquarters at this city, so as
to be in communication with the army during the approaching
operations in Oude.

On Sunday, the Tth of February, Grant’s division arrived at
Cawnpore, and, on the following day, the General crossed the
Ganges and took up his command at Oonao, where the army
was gathering for the capture of Lucknow.

It was no light task transporting the vast train of ammuni-
tion, artillery, and stores, with the camp followers and
impedimenta considered necessary for an Indian Army until
the gallant subject of this Memoir demonstrated by his advance
on Cabul after Cavagnari’s murder, and on his more renowned
but less arduous march on Candahar, that Oriental warfare can be
undertaken under conditions more nearly approximating to those
enforced in the armies of the West, and with increased efficiency
and a due regard to the health of British troops, even though
there is some sacrifice of the comforts of life in & cantonment.
Lieutenant Roberts’s duties at this time were of a very ardu-
ous character, superintending the passage of troops and stores
across the bridge of boats, and marking out the camps of the
respective brigades on the vast level plain at Oonao, where a
halt was made pending the arrival of the Commander-in-Chief.

An officer who was present with Grant’s force, gives the
following description of the extent of this encampment:—
¢ The encampment around Oonao was a very large one, as the
immense parks of artillery and ordnance stores had been massed
here, and the enormous quantity of ground covered by the army
and its belongings is incredible, and would not be believed out
of India. A division of the army, and that not a very large
one, moved from one side to the other of Oonao, a distance of
two miles, and it took eight hours from the time the advanced
guard left the old ground till the rear guard arrived at the new
encampment ; true they were escorting a large part of the siege
train, and, besides the guns and mortars, they had carts upon
carts of ammunition, each drawn by five bullocks, which again
required carts upon carts more, also drawn by five bullocks
each, to carry food and fodder for these numberless bullocks.

et
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The Naval Brigade, for instance, which had only sixteen guns—
but they are monsters—~and ten rocket tubes, had no less than
800 bullocks attached to the guns and their belongings. Be-
sides bullocks there are elephants, camels, horses, ponies, goats,
fowls, geese, &c., and camp followers innumerable. Every
officer has from four to twelve servants, and the men also have
several attached to each company, for a private in India cannot
draw his own water, nor cook his own victuals, nor could he, till
lately, clean his own boots, nor shave his own chin, but shoe-
cleaners and barbers were attached to each regiment. There is
a bazaar also which follows every corps, and which is under the
control of the commanding officer. It supplies all the things
which are required by soldiers on a campaign, such as soap,
tobacco, &ec., also gram* for horses.” Bad as this state of
affairs was in 1857, it was far worse in the days before the time
of Sir Charles Napier, whose soldierly instinets induced him to
cut down the establishments which encumbered the march of
an Indian Army. :

While at Oonao, General Grant undertook a dour (or flying
expedition) to clear the country north of the Cawnpore and
Lucknow road of insurgents, especially at a stronghold called
Futtehpore Churassie, twenty miles distant, on the banks of the
Ganges, where the Nana was supposed to be. The column,
consisting of some 8,000 men,t quitted camp on the 15th of
February, and, marching over a difficult country, intersected by
nullahs, arrived at Futtehpore. Roberts reconnoitred the fort,
which was found to be deserted, but the cavalry succeeded in
cutting up some fleeing rebels, from whom two guns were cap-
tured. After destroying the town and blowing up the fort, as
well as another stronghold six  miles distant, the column
marched to Bunghurmow, the inhabitants of which sent a
deputation expressing their loyalty and promising to furnish
supplies. The General spared the place, but a portion of the
58rd Regiment were guilty of looting, which he punished by

* A species of vetch,

t The 34th, 38th, and 53rd Regiments ; two squadrons of the 7th Hussars,
two squadrons of the 9th Lancers ; Anderson’s and Turner’s troops of Horse
Artillery, an 18.pounder, and an 8-inch howitzer, and a company of
Sappers.
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summarily flogging a dozen of them who were caught flagrante
delicto.

On Sunday, the 21st, the column arrived at Sultangunj, and,
two days later, were before Meeangunj, which 2,000 rebel in-
fantry, besides some cavalry, had made preparations to defend.
The town, of rectangular shape, was surrounded with a high
loop-holed brick wall, with circular bastions at the angles and
along the sides; the gates also were fortified with ditch and
palisade. The General, with Roberts and the other members
of his staff, rode forward to reconnoitre. A suitable spot for
breaching having been selected, an 18-pounder and 8-inch
howitzer were dragged forward by elephants to effect a breach,
while Captain Turner’s troop of horse artillery took up a posi-
tion to sweep the walls, and the cavalry were sent round to
intercept the fugitives, the infantry being kept in the rear ready
to storm. After about two hours’ firing a practicable breach
was reported, and the 53rd were ordered to advance, and
marched cheerily to the assault, thinking little of what the
poet calls

 That awful pause, dividing life from death.”

Some sharp fighting took place, but the rebels were beaten
at every point, and, as they issued from the gates on the other
side of the town, were pursued by the cavalry, who cut them
down relentlessly. The slaughter at Meeangunj was great,
for no quarter was expected or given, and every man found
with arms in his hands or seeking to escape was shot or sabred.
Corpses strewed the plain and streets of the town, which was
burning in different parts. Captain (now Admiral) Oliver Jones,
of the Royal Navy, a gallant officer, who was present with the
force as a volunteer, speaking of the distressing scenes he wit-
nessed, describes one in which the subject of this memoir
figures in a manner most creditable to his humanity : ¢ Roberts,
the Assistant Quartermaster-General, was giving directions
about burning a part of the town, when an old, infirm man, who
was sitting at the door of a house, entreated him to spare it,
saying, ¢ that yesterday morning he was the happy father of
five sons, three of them lie there, pointing to three corpses,
where the other two are, God only knows ; that he was old, and
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a cripple, and that if his house was burned he would have
nothing left but to lie down and die.” Roberts, who is as good
a8 he is brave, gave directions for sparing the old man’s house,
and I hope that the two missing sons have escaped, and have
returned to comfort his few remaining days.”*

As the author of * Don Juan” cynically observes :

“ However babit sears
Men’s hearts against whole millions, when their trade
Is butchery, sometimes a single sorrow
Will touch even heroes.”

Captain Jones, in another part of his interesting journal,
which was published on the conclusion of the war just as he
penned it on the spot, writes of Roberts in terms which those
who have served with or under him on active service can vouch
are not exaggerated : ¢ He is one of those rare men who, to un-
common daring and bravery in the field, and unflinching hard-
working discharge of duty in the camp, adds the charm of
cheering and unaffected kindness and hospitality in the tent,
and his acquaintance and friendship are high prizes to those
who obtain them.”

After a day’s rest the column resumed its march, and, on the
1st March, reached Buntheera, where Sir Colin Campbell had
arrived shortly before from Allahabad. On the arrival three
days later of Brigadier-General Franks, who, in thirteen days,
bhad marched from the other side of Oude, a distance of 180
miles, and beaten the enemy in four general actions, the force
placed at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief consisted of
20,000 men, T the greater portion Europeans, with 180 pieces

- of ordnance, forming the finest army assembled under any
British General in India. General Hope Grant was placed in
command of the cavalry division, and, accompanied by Roberts,
proceeded with the Commander-in-Chief, on the 2nd March,
when he moved from Buntheera to put into execution his plan
of campaign.

Sir Colin took with him the second division of infantry,

* « Recollections of a Winter Campaign in India in 1857-58,” by Captain
Oliver J. Jones, R.N.
+ This was exclusive of the Nepaul troops under Jung Babadur, which
brought up the number to 40,000.
¢ 2.
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under Sir Edward Lugard, the head-quarters of the artillery
division, under Sir Archdale Wilson (of Delhi), and three troops
of horse artillery, two 24-pounders and two 8-inch howitzers of
the Naval brigade, under Captain Peel, R.N., and the head-
quarters of the cavalry division, with Little’s Brigade. Passing
the fort of Jellalabad, the force, after a skirmish, seized and
occupied the Dilkoosha palace and the Mohamed Bagh, where
batteries were erected to keep down the fire of the enemy’s
guns along the canal. Lieutenant Roberts accompanied his
Chief, who was engaged in placing the outposts entrusted to
his care by the Commander-in-Chief, who placed great reliance
on Geheral Grant’s well-known ability in effecting this duty,
one of the most important in the conduct of the operations of
war. Both Sir Frederick Roberts and Lord Wolseley, who
served at different periods on Sir Hope Grant’s staff, have
expressed to the writer how much they owe to their late chief
in the matter of outpost duty, and both these distinguished
Generals put in practice, the one in Ashantee and Egypt and
the other in Afghanistan, the lessons learnt in the school of
war under this careful cavalry officer. While engaged in placing
the guns, the Generals and their staffs were exposed to a biting
fire, and Brigadier Little was severely wounded.

The canal referred to runs into the Goomtee, and formed
the outer line of defence on the southern and eastern sides,
the bridges over it having been broken down, and an earthen
rampart, with bastions mounted with guns, having been con-
structed on the inner face.

Lucknow was defended by a second line of works, starting
from the Goomtee in front of the Motee Mahal palace, and
covering the 32nd Mess-House, the building called the Imam-
bara, and the street known as Huzrutgunj. The third orinner
line of defence was in front of the great palace and enclosure
called the Kaiser Bagh, which, as well as the buildings of the
outer line, had been greatly strengthened and mounted with
guns by the rebels during the period the city had been in their
undisputed possession, while the houses in the streets leading
to them had been loopholed. In short, preparations had been

made for a desperate defence, to overcome which the British’

commander had to undertake siege operations, the conduct of
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which was placed in the hands of Brigadier Robert Napier, of
the Bengal Engineers, better known to fame as Lord Napier
of Magdala.

The Commander-in-Chief, seeing that the rebel leaders had
neglected defending the Goomtee— probably anticipating that
the advance would be made either by the route adopted by
Havelock in September, 1857 (by the Charbagh bridge and
through the centre of the city), or by the Secunder Bagh and
Shah Nujeef, the road by which he himself advanced in the
following November—decided to send a division across the
river to operate from that side, so that he might take all the
fortified works in reverse. The command of this force was
entrusted to Sir James Outram—it could not have been placed
in better hands—and Sir Hope Grant, who accompanied him as
second in command, was directed to superintend the passage of
the river by two pontoon bridges which the engineers threw
across with great celerity. The Commander-in-Chief was very
anxious to secure the uncontested passage of the Goomtee, as
the operation, always & dangerous one over a broad and swift
stream unless executed before the enemy has intimation of
what was intended, might have caused heavy loss. It was to
have been carried out on the night of the 5th March, but some
delay occurred in bringing the troops and guns over the sedgy, .
heavy ground at Bibiapore, on the banks of the river. Sir
Hope Grant and his staff, on all preparations being completed,
rested on the ground smoking philosophically, and the Com-
mander-in-Chief, on coming up, was very irate that the passage
of the troops was not in progress, as he apprehended opposition.

But the enemy, though close at hand and mustering in over-
whelming force (some place the number in Lucknow at 50,000,
or even 100,000), knew not what was in progress, or lacked
initiative and enterprise, as they did all through the Mutiny.

“Hark ! through the silence of the cold dull night,
The hum of armies gathering rank on rank !
Lo ! dusky masses steal in dubious sight .
Along the leaguer’d wall and bristling bank
Of the arm’d river, while, with straggling light,

The stars peep through the vapours dim and dark,
Which curl in curious wreaths.”

The troops forming Sir James Outram’s division arrived after
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midnight, and, by daybreak of the 6th March, had crossed the
Goomtee with all their guns and stores, an operation reflecting
great credit on all concerned in carrying it into effect, includ-
ing Lieutenant Roberts, on whom the brunt of the duty fell.

Advancing towards Lucknow a cavalry skirmish took place,
in which Major Percy Smith, of the Bays, was killed, and the
division encamped that evening within four miles of the city.
On the following day, as Sir Hope Grant, accompanied by his
staff, rode down the Fyzabad road to reconnoitre, the enemy
opened fire with artillery, whereupon he brought up some
cavalry and guns. Under orders from the Commander-in-
Chief, Outram remained in his camp till the 9th, when he
attacked the enemy’s works in two divisions, that on the right
being under the command of Sir Hope Grant, and the left
under his personal direction.

The action was commenced by a fire from two heavy batteries,
mounting twelve guns, constructed by the British during the
previous night, within 600 yards of the rebel works on the old
race-course ; and Sir Hope, advancing his infantry, under
‘Walpole, on the right, took the enemy’s position in reverse, but
found that the guns had been removed. Outram, with the left
column, crossed the Kokrail stream, captured the Chukur
Kotee (Yellow House), the key of the position, as it enfiladed
the enemy’s works on the right bank of the Goomtee, and
pressing forward, driving the enemy before him, occupied the
left bank as far as the Badshah Bagh, and effected a junction
with Sir Hope Grant. The buildings and works on the banks
of the river were now occupied, and, under cover of a heavy
musketry fire, two batteries were erected to enfilade the works
in rear of the Martiniere and keep down the rebel fire. Profit-
ing by this success, the Commander-in-Chief captured the
Martiniere without resistance, and the whole line of works up
to Banks’s house, which was captured on the following day.

On the 10th Sir James Outram was engaged strengthening
his position, his batteries keeping up a fire on the Kaiser Bagh
and other works, and Sir Hope Grant sent out strong parties
of cavalry to prevent supplies being brought into the town, and
some smart skirmishing took place. During the night Outram
erected fresh batteries, which played on the Kaiser Bagh and
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enfiladed the enemy’s works, and, on the following morning,
he advanced and captured the works covering the iron bridge,
leading to the Residency, and the stone bridge, leading to the
Muchee Bhawun, as well as a camp between these two points,
during which Lieutenant Moorsom, his Deputy-Assistant-
Quartermaster-General, a very accomplished officer, was killed.
Outram was now occupied erecting fresh batteries of heavy guns
and mortars to play on the Kaiser Bagh, which was, in a
measure, the enemy’s citadel.

Meanwhile, on the other bank, the buildings forming the
second line of defence fell to the brilliant valour of the troops
under the personal direction of the Commander-in-Chief. The
Secunder Bagh and Shah Nujeef, which had been so severely
contested in the memorable Relief of the previous November,
were captured without opposition, and, by nightfall on the 11th,
the series of palaces and enclosures known as the Begum
Kotee, were stormed by the 98rd Highlanders and 4th Punjaub
Rifles with their wonted dash, though the brilliancy of the
achievement was dimmed by the loss of that gallant and most
admirable soldier, Hodson, whom the Commander-in-Chief,
who attended his funeral, described as surpassed by no officer
of his army.

On the 14th the Imambara, having been breached, was
stormed by detachments of the 10th Foot and Ferozepore
Regiment of Sikhs, who, following up the fleeing rebels, entered
the Teera Kotee and Mess-house, and soon the Motee Mahal
and other palaces, and the Kaiser Bagh itself, were won, when
the demon of plunder seized the troops, and an indescribable
scene of rapine ensued. The 14th was the decisive day in the
operations resulting in the capture of Lucknow. The slaughter
had been terrible, and as when, ¢ on the gentle Severn’s sedgy
bank,”” Mortimer engaged Glendower, so now, when Christian
and Pandy met in desperate conflict, the Goomtee

“ Ran fearfully among the trembling reeds,
And hid his crisp head in the hollow bank,
Blood-stain’d.”

Unhappily, owing to over-caution on the part of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, the success was not so complete as it might
have been, as when Outram applied for leave to advance across
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the iron bridge and intercept the retreat of the enemy, he was
directed only to do so if it could be done ‘‘ without the loss of
a single man.” The proverbial difficulty of making omelets
without breaking eggs prevented the gallant ‘“ Bayard of India”
from carrying out an advance which would have made the
operations of the day complete.

On the 15th Sir Hope Grant proceeded, under orders from
Sir Colin Campbell, to Seetapore, with 1,100 sabres and twelve
horse artiilery guns, to pursue the enemy in that direction, and
Brigadier Campbell was directed to move in co-operation from
Alumbagh along the Sandila road, but the movement left open
the Fyzabad road, by which the enemyin large numbers effected
their escape, thus requiring the subsequent protracted opera-
tions in Oude which resulted in considerable loss, due more to
disease and heat apoplexy than the sword. Sir Hope was
recalled after making one march, and, on the 19th, co-operated
from the left bank with Outram (who had crossed the river with
Douglas’s brigade and captured the Residency and other build-
ings) in the attack on the Moosa Bagh ; the rebels, who held
the stronghold in great force, abandoned it, and, owing to the
unfortunate inaction of Brigadier Campbell, whose splendid
force of cavalry was suffered to remain idle, effected their escape
unmolested. . :

Lucknow was now once more in possession of the British,
and, on the 22nd of March, Sir Hope Grant was directed to
proceed to Koorsie, twenty-five miles distant, on the Fyzabad
road, where a strong force of the enemy had taken post. At
midnight he marched with a brigade of the three arms, and, on
coming up with the enemy, attacked them with spirit ; in this
affair Captain (now Geueral Sir) Samuel Browne, commanding
two squadrons of Punjaub Cavalry, and Captain Cosserat, com-
manding a detachment of Watson’s Horse, displayed conspi-
cuous gallantry, the latter officer being killed. The column now
returned to Lucknow, in command of which Sir Hope Grant
was placed with a fine division.

The action at Koorsie was the last at which Lieutenant
Roberts was present during the Mutiny, in the three principal
episodes of which, the Siege of Delhi, and the Relief and
Siege of Lucknow, he had taken so distinguished a part. His
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health had long been indifferent, but his brave heart and high

.sense of duty kept him up while there was the incentive to exer-

tion derived from an urgent demand for his services. Now
that the neck of the revolt was broken, his health completely
gave way, and he was ordered to proceed to England on
medical certificate. He, accordingly, gave over charge of the
Quartermaster-General’s Department to Captain Garnet Wolse-
ley, of the 90th Regiment, and thus for a second time—the
former occasion being at the capture of the Mess-house in
November, 1857—these two officers were associated together,
whose names within the past few years have been much in the
mouths of their countrymen as the two Generals (excluding
Lords Napier and Strathnairn, by reason of their age), on whom
this country chiefly relies as the future leaders of her armies,
should any emergency arise.

Lieutenant Roberts proceeded to Calcutta, and, on the 8rd of
May, embarked in a Peninsular and Oriental steamer, in
company with several wounded and sick officers. On his arrival
at Alexandria he took the Austrian Lloyd’s steamer to Trieste,
and thence journeyed through Switzerland to England. It was
more than six years since he quitted his native land, and
Wordsworth’s lines on landing in England well expressed his
feelings, as they have those of many a returning wanderer
from home :—

“The cock that crows, the smoke that curls, that sound
Of bells,—those boys who in yon meadow ground
In white-sleeved shirts are playing,—and the roar
Of the waves, breaking on the chalky shore,—
All, all are English.”

The past twelve months had been, indeed, eventful in the
life of our hero. The ‘“battles and sieges’ in which he had
participated, and the ‘‘ hairbreadth escapes ™ he had experienced
during that period, were sufficient to render any career extra-
ordinary, and he emerged from the campaign a veteran in war
though still young in years. But what were the rewards he
received at the hands of a grateful country for his meritorious
services? He had entered the war as a subaltern, and a
subaltern he remained at the end, without promotion or brevet,
according to the inexorable ‘‘rules of the service,” until in
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due course he should obtain his captaincy. In common with
every private soldier he was awarded the medal with three
clasps, and he had earned that decoration, ¢ for valour, *’ which,
though only of bronze, is of priceless value in the estimation
of every one privileged to wear Her Majesty’s uniform. But
beyond repeated thanks from every General Officer under whom
he had served, as also from the Commander-in-Chief and the
Governor-General in Council, he had received nothing save
what his humbler comrades in the ranks had shared. As
Byron writes of a battle field and its rewards :—

“ Here the still varying pangs, which multiply
Until their very number makes men hard
By the infinities of agony, :
Which meet the gaze, whate’er it may regard—
The groan, the roll in dust, the all white eye
Turned back within its socket—these reward
Your rank and file by thousands, while the rest
May win, perhaps, & riband at the breast !”
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CHAPTER VI.

Lieutenant Roberts returns to India—Is employed in Charge of the
Yiceroy’s Camp—Lord Clyde’s Letter to Lord Canning recommending
Roberts—Promotion to a Brevet-Majority—On Tour with Sir Hugh
Rose—Is ordered on Special Service to Umbeyla—Critical State of
Affairs on the North-West Frontier in 1863—The Action of Laloo—
The Capture of Umbeyla—The Burning of Mulkah—Major Roberts
Compiles a Route Book for the Bengal Presidency—Returns to England
on Sick Leave—On his return to India proceeds to Abyssinia with the
Expedition under Sir Robert Napier—Major Roberts’s Services in
Abyssinia.

LizuTENANT ROBERTS remained only twelvé months in England,

and, on’ the 17th of May, 1859, shortly before his return to

India, married Miss Nora Henrietta Bews, daughter of Captain

Bews, of the 78rd Regiment, afterwards Paymaster-General of

Constabulary. The issue of this marriage was six children, of

whom three survive—a son, Frederick Hugh Sherston, born 8th

July, 1872, and two daughters.

In June, 1859, Lieutenant Roberts quitted England for
India, travelling overland, and, on reporting himself, was
attached to Army Head-Quarters for the purpose of taking
charge of the Camp of the Viceroy, Earl Canning, during the
customary tour in the approaching cold weather. Hitherto he
had only held an acting appointment in the Quartermaster-
General’s Department, but; immediately after the capture of
Lucknow, Lord Clyde, in recognition of his meritorious services
and his marked aptitude for the duties of this important branch
of the staff, placed him on the permanent establishment, to
which he had been gazetted on the 15th April, 1868. The
Quartermaster-General was Colonel (now General Sir) Arthar
Becher, who was head of the Department at the Siege of Delhi,
where he was seriously wounded, and now welcomed his old
associate in that arduous struggle, during which he had formed

a high opinion of Roberts’s capacity and aptitude for organ-
ization.
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The terms under which Lieutenant Roberts was recom-
mended by the Commander-in-Chief to the charge of the Vice-
roy’s Camp were of & nature that were specially complimentary
to him. Writing privately to the Viceroy from Simla on the
29th August, 1859, Lord Clyde said : ¢* With respect to Major
Garden, whom your Lordship proposed to be the Quarter-
master-General with your Camp, should you particularly wish
for that officer, of course he is at your service, but Colonel
Becher, the head of the Department, has observed that as
Major Garden is the next senior officer to himself in the office,
it will be-more convenient for the Service, if equally agreeable
to your Lordship, that Lieutenant Roberts should attend your
camp. Believe me, &c., CLYDE.” * P.S.—Lieutenant Roberts
is & particularly gentlemanlike, intelligent and agreeable young
officer.”

And so, doubtless, Lord Canning found the young artillery
officer, while the mode in which he discharged the arduous
duties of his post was such as to elicit the commendation of
his lordship, and the surprise even of those accustomed to the
efficiency of the Quartermaster-General’s Department in India.
We have been assured by one qualified to know, that the
arrangements for the camp were simply perfect, and only those
can appreciate the labour, who are conversant with the details
of a Viceregal progress in India, with its large body of troops,
the thousands of camp followers and servants, the daily march,
and the durbars, with the elaborate etiquette and attendant form-
alities as regards the reception and precedence of the princes
.and nobles, with whom such ceremonies assume an importance
inexplicable to any European mind save, perhaps, that of the
chamberlain of a third-rate German court.

The Viceroy’s first tour was of a very extended character,
embracing a visit to Cawnpore, Lucknow, Futtehghur, Agra,
Meerut, Roorkee, Delhi, Umbalia, Lahore, Jullundur, Umritsur,
Peshawur, Sealkote, and Cashmere. The tour of 1860-61 was
to Jubbulpore, and thence through the Central Provinces. On
the 12th November, 1860, Lieutenant Roberts was gazetted to
his regimental captaincy, and thus having attained qualifying
rank, on the following day he was promoted to a brevet-majority
for his services during the Mutiny, so that he was addressed
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for only one day as a captain. In the winter of 1861-62, and
again in the following winter, Major Roberts accompanied the
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Hugh Rose, in his several tours
through the Derajat and Central India, and the gallant soldier,
whose march from Bombay to Gwalior, in 1858, forms one of
the most striking episodes of the quelling of the great Sepoy
revolt, formed, like his predecessor and all who were thrown into
official contact with the hero of the second Afghan War, a high
opinion of his military capacity.

From the close of the Mutiny to 1863 not a shot was fired
in India, but, in the latter part of that year, the Indian
Government were involved in what is known as the Umbeyla
Campaign. The column destined to subdue the tribes in that
remote corner of the British Empire, was commanded by Sir
Neville Chamberlain, but ‘the campaign was more protracted
than was anticipated, and the gallant mountaineers offered so
desperate a resistance to the passage of our troops, and our
losses were 8o severe, that large reinforcements were ordered
to the front, and at one time the Viceregal Government and
Sir Hugh Rose himself were anxious lest the movement should
spread, involving a costly and extended struggle with the fierce
and fanatical tribes in that portion of the North-West frontier.

In November of this year Major Roberts received orders
from the Commander-in-Chief to proceed, in conjunction with
Colonel (now General Sir) John Adye, of the Royal Artillery,
to the British camp at Umbeyla on special duty, to represent
Army Head-Quarters, and make himself generally useful to the
officer in command. Before Roberts’s arrival at the British
camp some desperate fighting took place in the dark glens
and steep mountain sides of the Umbeyla defile, the nine
miles of which it took the British troops some two months to
force, and none of those engaged are likely to forget the hand-to-
hand combats at the ¢ Crag” and ‘“ Eagle’s Nest ” pickets. Be-
fore the close of that brief campaign some 25,000 troops were in
motion north of the Jhelum, and our loss was 19 officers and
288 men killed, and 47 officers and 672 men wounded. In
the action of 20th November Sir Neville Chamberlain, who
had displayed his wonted impetuous valour, received, with his
usual fortune, a severe wound, the eighth in the service of his
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country. Colonel Hope, his second in command, was also
dangerously wounded.

At the time Major Roberts arrived at the British camp the
position of affairs was indeed critical, and Major James, C.B.,
an officer of great ability and experience, who had just arrived
from England, and assumed political charge of the expedition,
reported to Government : ‘ The excitement was spreading far
and wide. The Momunds on the Peshawur border were begin-
ning to make hostile demonstrations at Shubkudder, for the
first time since their signal defeat near the same place, in 1852,
by the late Lord Clyde. Rumours were also reaching me from
Kohat of expected raids by the Wuzeerees and Othman-Khail.
Emissaries from Cabul and Jellalabad were with the Akhoond,
who had been also further reinforced by Ghuzzun Khan, the
Chief of Dher, and 6,000 men. On December the 5th the
Momunds made a raid into our territories at Shubkudder, in
repelling which Lieutenant Bishop was killed.”

So threatening had the aspect of affairs become that the
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjaub telegraphed to Sir Neville
Chamberlain and Major James, authorizing the retirement of
the troops. Though suffering greatly from his wound, the
gallant Chamberlain, supported by the opinion of his political
coadjutor, declined to retire, rightly judging that the effect
on our prestige would be disastrous ; and Sir Hugh Rose,
(Lord Elgin, the Governor-General, being then in a dying
state),* strenuously opposed so pusillanimous a course, but
was overruled by a majority of the Council, and, on the
25th November, orders for withdrawal, involving a humiliating
confession of defeat, were actually issued, when Sir William
Denison, Governor of Madras, who arrived from that Presi-
dency to assume temporary charge of the government, induced
the Council to reconsider their decision, and, on the arrival of
General Garvockt with a brigade, raising the force to 9,000 men,
operations were resumed and crowned with complete success.

Once more Roberts found himself on that North-West fron-
tier in which he had gained his earliest military experiences,
and where and in the countries beyond he was to earn for

* Lord Elgin expired on the 20th of November.
+ The late General 8ir John Garvock, K.C.B.



e

Decisive Action of the War. 95

himself undying fame as one of England’s most daring and
successful Generals. Speaking to us of the North-West frontier,
he enlarged on the advantages it affords to the Indian Service
as the great training school of our officers. It is the only
department in which young officers have a chance of earning
distinction, as they are there placed in positions of responsibility
at an early age, and the manner in which they acquit themselves
of this responsibility is the measure of their capacity. Nearly
all our best officers have been reared on the North-West frontier,
from Sir Henry Lawrence and Major Broadfoot to the Lums-
dens, Coke, Watson, Probyn, Sam Browne, Daly, Hodson, the
Battyes, Brownlow, Keyes, Abbott, and Cavagnari.

At daylight of the 15th December, General Garvock, leaving
8,000 men to guard his camp, marched out with the remainder,
divided into two brigades, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilde,
C.B.,* of the Guides, and Colonel W. M. Turner, C.B., of the
97th Regiment. Major Roberts accompanied the General, and
witnessed the succeeding operations, which had for their object
the capture of Laloo, two miles beyond the Crag picket, and of
Umbeyla, at the Chumla valley end of the pass. On arriving
before Umbeyla it was found that the enemy, with standards
flying, had taken up a position in great force on the conical
peak of one of the spurs running up from the Chumla valley,
dominating the whole ridge and the village nestling at its feet.
On the arrival of the troops Colonel Wilde’s Brigade was told
off to make the direct assault on the peak, the natural strength
of which was greatly increased by breastworks all the way up
the mountain ; the second brigade being detailed to turn the
right of the position and storm the village of Laloo.

All being ready, at the signal,.the British troops, with their
Sikh, Pathan, and Goorkha comrades, raised a cheer, and
rapidly crossing the intervening open ground, commenced to
scale the steep ascent with admirable élan, the 1018t Regiment,
gallantly led by Colonel Salusbury, being conspicuous in the
advance. The determination to win evinced by these veteran
soldiers struck terror into the hearts of the mountaineers, who
sought to stop their assailants by a rapid musketry fire and

I : The late General Sir Alfred Wilde, K.C.B., Member of the Council of
ndia.
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hurling rocks on their heads; but all was in vain, and the
breastworks were carried in succession at the point of the bay-
onet, the almost inaccessible peak itself being soon crowned by
the victorious soldiers of the Queen. In the meantime Colonel
Turner was equally successful, and the village of Laloo fell
into the hands of the Tth Fusiliers and the native corps of his
brigade, and the hillmen were driven down the steep glens and
through the pine woods clothing the Chumla valley., Not
anticipating such vigorous action, a large force of the enemy
had attacked the camp from the Umbeyla Pass, but were
repulsed.

Following up his success, early on the following morning
Colonel Wilde, accompanied by Major Roberts, who, throughout
the operations, proceeded sometimes with one brigade, some-
times with the other, wherever the work promised to be the hot-
test, marched down the hills on Umbeyla with the brigade of
Infantry, and 400 sabres, commanded by Colonel Probyn, who,
anticipating a fight in the valley, had brought up his regiment
from Eusofzye, and afforded the mountaineers the unwonted
spectacle of troopers leading their horses down a breakneck
declivity, and then, on gaining the valley below, mounting them
in readiness for action. The enemy were drawn up in front of
Umbeyle, but with one brigade in front, and Colonel Turner’s
brigade, which had made a detour by Laloo, on their flank,
they fell back under cover of the broken ground. Later in the
day, as Colonel Turner, with his Sikh regiments in line, and a
wing of the Tth Fusiliers in support, was advancing from
Umbeyla towards the hills which divide the Chumla and Bonair
valleys, several hundred Ghazees, or fanatic swordsmen, who
had been concealed at the base of the ridge, made a furious
~ attack on the British line, but were exterminated almost to a
man. From the slopes and crests above many thousands of
the hillmen witnessed this scene, which was the last military
incident of this brief campaign, and, as they dispersed under
‘the shell fire from the guns of Captain Griffin’s battery, sta-
-tioned in the valley beneath, they tacitly owned that they were
no match for such soldiers. That the fighting during these
two days had been severe was attested by the British loss,
which was 172 killed and wounded.
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The alliance of the chiefs against us was now broken up, the
Bajourees returned to their fastnesses, the Akhoond of Swat,
that fanatical semi-ecclesiastical semi-military enemy to our
rule, seeing that the game was up, returned-with his followers
to his valley, and the chiefs of Bonair, relieved from their
allies, agreed to terms. Nothing now remained but to destroy
the town of Mulkah, the teterrima causa belli, the nest whence
these birds of prey issued, some twenty-five miles distant. This
place became the seat of the Wahabee fanatics who, driven
from Sitana in 1858, by a British force commanded by Sir
Sydney Cotton, had returned thither four years later, and
established themselves at Mulkah, on the north side of the
Mahabun mountain, that vast natural stronghold, extending
about thirty miles from east to west, whose rugged and steep
ridges rise to an altitude of 8,000 feet.

Instead of despatching a brigade to destroy Mulkah, General
Garvock, anxious to terminate the. war, resolved on the some-
what hazardous step of sending to this cradle of treachery and
fanaticism some British officers, with an escort, to witness its
destruction, which was to be effected by the Bonair chiefs.
Major Roberts, Colonel Adye, Captain Jenkins, commanding
the Guides, and some other officers accompanied Colonel
Reynell Taylor, the Commisioner of Peshawur, to Mulkah,
which was found to be a large village, standing on a northern
slope of the Mahabun, with numerous workshops and a powder
factory.* The place was burnt on the 22nd December, in pre- -
sence of the British officers and of the natives, who collected
near the spot, and, with feelings of bitter resentment, watched
the destruction of their homes. On the return of the British
officers, the force broke up its encampment, and marched to the
plain of Eusofzye within our borders, on the Christmas-day
of 1868. For his services Major Roberts was mentioned in des-
patches by General Garvock, who expressed to him and Colonel
Adye, his ¢ best thanks for their aid on many occasions. "

Major Roberts returned to his duties in the Quartermaster-
General’s Department, and, during the following year, was
employed in compiling & new Route-book for the Bengal Presi-

* See Colonel Adye’s  Sitana.”
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dency. This work was published in January, 1865, when the
author received the thanks of the Governor-General in Council,
and of the Commander-in-Chief.* In the words of Colonel
Norman, the Military Secretary to the Government of India,
when conveying the thanks of the Viceroy, Major Roberts
displayed ¢‘ care and ability ” in the compilation of this useful
work, and the service is rendered the more meritorious from the
circumstance that it was written at a time when he was suffer-
ing from liver complaint, which necessitated a return to Eng-
land in the month succeeding the publication of the book.

Major Roberts sailed by the Cape route in Messrs. Green’s
ship, the *“ Renown,’” and, in March of the following year (1866),
returned overland. On his reporting himself he was posted to
the charge of the Quartermaster-General’s Department in the
Allahabad Division, where he served under Generals Troup
and Beatson, until October, 1867, when he was ordered to pro-
ceed once more on active service.

Our Government having resolved to chastise Theodore,
‘“ Negoos,”’ or Emperor, of Abyssinia, for imprisoning several
British subjects, including Consul Cameron and Mr. Ragsam,
Assistant Political Resident at Aden, who had been dispatched
in July, 1864, with a letter from the Queen to Theodore, it was
not until the 18th of August, 1867, that Lord Derby’s Cabinet,
yielding at length to the persistent representations of Brigadier-
General William Merewether, at that time the able Political
Resident at Aden, finally resolved on a military expedition to

* From Colonel Paton, Quartermaster-General, to the Secretary to the
Government of India. Fort William, 31st of January, 1865.

“I am instructed in forwarding for submission to Government a copy of
the new edition of ‘ Routes in the Bengal Presidency, to state that His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief desires most fully to acknowledge the
exertions and services of Major Roberts, V.C., Assistant Quartermaster-
General, attached to this office, by whom the work has been entirely com-
piled and carried through the press.”

From Colonel H. W. Norman, C.B., Secretary to the Government of India,
Military Department, to the Quartermaster-Genem]. Fort William, 18th
of February, 1865.

*In reply to yours, dated 31st ult.,, I am directed to acquaint you, for the
information of the Commander-in-Chief, that the Right Honourable the
Governor-General in Council very cordially concurs in His Excellency’s
acknowledgments of the care and ability displayed by Major Roberts, V.C.
Assistant-Quartermaster-General, in the compilation of the New Route
Book for this Presidency, a copy of which accompanied your letter.”
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compel Theodore to release his prisoners. - This remarkable
man was favourably inclined to the British, and his two chief
officers, killed in his service, were Englishmen ; but his pride
was deeply hurt by no answer being sent for some years to a
letter he addressed to Her Majesty, and he gave rein to his
savage nature, which had been soured by recent defeat—an un-
wonted experience to one who was above all things & gallant
soldier, and was of the opinion of Hector that—
“The field of combat is the sphere for men ;

Where heroes war the foremost place I claim,

The first in danger as the first in fame.”

The command of the army was entrusted to Sir Robert
Napier, the Commander-in-Chief at Bombay, from which Presi-
dency the expeditionary force was drawn, with the addition of a
Bengal brigade, to the command of which Brigadier-General
Donald M. Stewart* was appointed, with Major Roberts as head
of his Quartermaster-General’'s Department. In nominating
him, the Commander-in-Chief, Sir William Mansfield, under
date 80th September, 1867, addressed the Government of India
in the following terms:— ¢ Sir William Mansfield would re-
commend Major F. S. Roberts, V.C., now Assistant-Quarter-
master-General, Allahabad Division, for the post. This officer
is eminently qualified for the appointment by his activity and
well known military qualities, as well as by his experience in
the Quartermaster-General’s Department in peace and war for
nearly ten years,”

The following were the troops drawn from the Bengal Presi-
dency to take part in the Abyssinian Campaign, and placed
under the command of Brigadier-General Stewart. No. 5
Battery 25th Brigade, Royal Artillery, and Mountain Battery
with mortars attached, Major A. H. Bogle, R.A.; 10th Bengal
Cavalry (Lancers), Major C. H. Palliser ; 12th Bengal Cavalry,
Major H. H. Gough, V.C. ; 21st Punjaub N.I., Major J. B.
Thelwall ; and 28rd Punjaub N.I. (Pioneers), Major C. F.
Chamberlain. The Bengal troopst took mule transport with

* Now General Sir Donald Stewart, Bart., G.C.B., Commander-in-Chief
in India.

+ The total strength of the Bengal Brigade was 38 officers, 77 warrant
officers, and 2,436 non-commissioned officers and men, besides camp
followers. '
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them, so that they were in a condition to move forward almost
immediately after landing at Zoolla ; and, in addition to com-
plete transport for the corps proceeding from Calcutta, the
Punjaub Government collected a large number of mules and
ponies, which embarked at Kurrachee for the seat of war. For
the conveyance of the Bengal contingent of troops and stores,
forty-three* transports (twenty-four sailing vessels and nine-
teen steamers) were taken up by the Marine Department at
Calcutta, and on Major Roberts devolved the superintendence
of the arrangements for embarkation, which were concluded
without a hitch.

On the 16th of September a reconnoitring party, under com-
mand of Brigadier-General Merewether, C.B.,1 left Bombay
for Massowah to select a landing-place for the force, and fixed
on Zoolla, the ancient Adulis, in Annesley Bay; and, on the 7th
of October, an advance brigade, under Colonel Field, 10th
Bombay N.I., sailed from Bombay. Sir Robert Napier landed
at Zoolla on the 2nd of January, 1868, and took over the com-
mand from Sir Charles Staveley, commanding one of the two
divisions.

At this time the greater portion of the expeditionary force had
arrived, including a detachment of the 28rd Punjaub Pioneers
from Calcutta, which was attached to the brigade, stationed
at Zoolla, under Brigadier-General Schneider. On the 25th of
January, 1868, Sir Robert Napier proceeded to the front, and
Sir Charles Staveley remained temporarily in command at
Zoolla. On the 27th of January the 21st Punjaubees arrived
at Zoolla, and, on the following day, the remainder of the
Pioneers, who marched up to the Senafe Pass to join their
comrades.

On the 9th of February, Major Roberts arrived in the * Gol-
conda,”’ on board which was the 5th Battery 25th Brigade,R.A.,
with a strength of eight officers, and 189 non-commissioned
officers and men, and though the greater portion marched no

# The total number of transports employed in this expedition was 205
sailing vessels, and 75 steamers, besides native craft and lighters and
barges, and the total number of seamen and others employed on board
vessels in the transport service was 14,2565.

1 Tke late 8ir William Merewether, K.C.8.1., C.B.,, Member of the Council
of India.
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farther than Senafe, a detachment, with two eight-inch mortars,
under Major Roberts’s Addiscombe friend, Major James Hills,
performed excellent service at the capture of Magdala. On the
same day the first detachment of the 12th Bengal Cavalry
arrived, and proceeded to the front, and the remainder were
landed between the 18th and 28th of February, and a detach-
ment of. 100 men, under Major Gough, shared in the attack on
Magdala. The 10th Bengal Cavalry, with a strength of 460
officers and men, and 468 horses, landed on the 6th of March,
and, with the 12th, was employed in keeping open the com-
munications between the Antalo and the Takazze river.

Major Roberts was placed in charge of the Quartermaster-
General’s Department at Zoolla, and, as the pressure of work
gradually increased, it was found that his services were too
urgently required at Zoolla to permit of his going inland.* On
the 28rd of February Sir Charles Staveley left the port of dis-
embarkation for the front, and Brigadier-General Donald
Stewart temporarily assumed command at Zoolla, until the
arrival of Major-General Russell, Political Agent and Com-

* Captain H. M. Hozier writes in his « British Expedition to Abyssinia” :
—% At Zoolla beat the heart from which the life-stream flowed that must
pulsate through the long artery of the line of communications, and carry
food to the farthest outposts. . . . . . The army throughout the campai
depended almost entirely for everything, except meat and firewood, on the
ships and on the Senafe depét stored from the harbour. Never were oper-
ations carried on in a country so unfavourable for war; the very base of
operations, where at the end of January there was a population of about
12,000 men and animals, had to be supplied with water from the condensers
and from the shipping. An accident to a delicate piece of machinery, or
the breaking of the valve of & pump, caused the stock of the precious fluid
to run short, and inflicted a great inconvenience on the camp, where the
water had to be doled out in daily portions of limited quantity, and a
reduction of the ration told heavily on man and beast. A storm of sufficient
severity to drive the condensing ships away from their anchorage would
have caused a terrible calamity. To provide against such an accident, eve
effort was made to provide a reserve of water in a t reservoir, whic
was formed partly of ships’ tanks and partly of a tank sent in pieces from
England put together on the spot. There was no timber in the country,
there was no stone near the sea coast, every block of coral and every beam
of wood for the construction of piers or storehouses had to be imported ;
every inch of rope had to be brought from the ships; every yard of road
had to be made to allow the convoys to pass ; every boat ha:{ to be brought
to the coast for the disembarkation of troops and stores, for none were
found there, though a liberal supply was expected by some who should
have been better informants. The boats that there were could not at first
ﬂapp,l;oach the beach, as the water shoaled slowly and the beach was very

at.
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mandant at Aden. At Zoolla, under these officers, Major
Roberts laboured till the end of the campaign with an inde-
fatigability beyond praise. 'We have been assured by an officer
well qualified to form an opinion, from having served at Zoolla
throughout the Abyssinian campaign,.that nothing could ex-
ceed the zeal and success with which the subject of this
Memoir performed the very arduous duties committed to his
charge. As an ardent soldier, confident in his ability to be of
service at the front, he longed to be with the advance, and
when the news of the capture of Magdala and death of Theo-
dore, on the 18th of April, arrived in the camp, Roberts must
have experienced a natural disappointment that he was toiling
in the less glorious, though equally essential, duties of his de-
partment; but he had learned the secret of success in his pro-
fession, a8 in every other, to do with all his heart and ability
the work allotted to him, and with patience to wait for the time
when such good honest service will bring its reward—the
opportunity for displaying in a more prominent capacity the
military aptitude he felt within him, and of which those who
had watched his career. recognized that he was possessed.

By the 1st of April there was landed in Abyssinia 10,800
fighting men, and 14,500 camp followers, and the total number
of persons re-embarked at Zoolla for Suez and India on the
conclusion of the campaign, was 42,699, of whom 4,868 were
embarked before the 18th of April, the date on which the news
of the fall of Magdala was received at Zoolla, and 87,881 were
embarked after that date. The total number of animals
landed at Zoolla was 86,094,% of which 14,842 were re-em-
barked, the remainder being either disposed of at Massowah
by Mr. Munzinger, the British Consul, or having died during
the campaign. Colonel Phayre, head of the Quartermaster-
General’s Department, proceeded to the front, leaving Major
Roberts as senior officer at Zoolla, so that the chief portion of
the work of disembarkation of this vast mass of men and
animals devolved on Roberts, who, on the 21st of March, had
received instructions, through Major-General Russell, to make
the necessary arrangements for their despatch. This he com-

* Of this total there were 2,538 horses, 44 elephants, 17,943 mules and
ponies, 5,735 camels, 8,075 bullocks, and 1,759 donkeys.
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pleted without hitch or miscarriage, though suffering almost
continuously from ill-health, caused by over-work and the
tropical heat of the burning plain on which Zoolla is situated,
aggravated by a limited supply of water, and ¢‘ perpetual clouds
of dust lodging in every pore.”

On the 18th of April the gloomy tyrant of Abyssinia saw the
power he had built up at the cost of hecatombs of his country-
men, slain in battle or murdered in captivity, passing away
from him as the soldiers of the 88rd Regiment and Engineers
stormed his mountain fastness. Theodore had truly waded
through seas of slaughter to the throne, and of him may be
used the words Byron applied to another warrior :—

“The greatest chief
That ever peopled hell with heroes slain,
Or plunged a province or a realm in grief.”

True to his nature, his last act on the previous night was to
order hundreds of his enemies, captives in Magdala, to be
hurled headlong from the summit of the cliff at the back of
that fortress, which fulfilled the purposes of the Tarpeian rock
at Rome, and having thus satisfied his lust for blood, he
awaited the morrow with unabated resolution. When the gate-
way of his stronghold was forced and British soldiers poured in
upon him, the tyrant resolved not to outlive his disgrace, but
putting a pistol into his mouth, blew out his brains. Like the
Homeric hero who falls beneath the spear of ¢the godlike
Thrasimed *’ :—

“He sinks, with endless darkness cover'd o’er,
And vents his soul, effused with gushing gore.”

On the 22nd of May, while ‘on the march down from Mag-
dala, Sir Robert Napier, through his Assistant-Quartermaster-
General, wrote to General Russell in the following terms of
Major Roberts’s services :—*‘I have the honour, by desire of
the Commander-in-Chief, to request that you will be so good
as to convey to Major Roberts, V.C., Assistant-Quartermaster-
General at Zoolla, the thanks of His Excellency for the efficient
manner in which he has performed his duties since the date of
his arrival at Zoolla. His Excellency has received with plea-
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sure most favourable reports regarding the able and energetic
manner in which Major Roberts has carried on the duties of
this department at Zoolla, and it has been & source of regret to
the Commander-in-Chief that he has been unable to avail him-
self of Major Roberts’s services in the front. His Excellency
however considers that work performed by those at Zoolla has
becn as valuable to the interests of the expedition as any duty
they might have been called upon to perform with the advanced
portion of the army.”

Two days later General Russell received a telegram directing
Roberts to proceed to Bombay to arrange for the return of the
troops, which was, however, countermanded, as Roberts had
rendered himself indispensable, and was a persona grata with
the naval and transport authorities, who fully appreciated his
geniality, resource, and powers of organization, which were the
wonder of every person with whom he was thrown in contact.
General Russell wrote an urgent letter requesting that he
might be allowed to remain at Zoolla, which was granted. No
one knew so well the value of these services as General Russell,
who, from being on the spot, had the best opportunities of
judging of the capacity of the officer in charge of his Quarter-
master-General’s Department. The following was the letter
he addressed to Colonel Phayre on this occasion :—¢ Major
Roberts has for some months conducted the duties of the
department at Zcolla ; during the time I have held command
he has done so most entirely to my satisfaction. He has lately
had very arduous duties in surveying and allotting vessels and
arranging embarkations, and has, in his communications with
the Naval and Transport authorities, carried on the duties to
the satisfaction of all. Major Roberts has taken such interest
in the embarkation, and has been so energetic, I had hoped he
might have remained to see the whole embarkation carried out,
but as his services are required elsewhere, I think it just to
represent to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief the good
services he has performed.”

In sending Major Roberts a copy of the above letter, General
Raussell wrote :—‘‘ You will see how I appreciate your energy ;
I have to thank you for your valuable assistance to me.”

On the 2nd of June Sir Robert Napier arrived at Zoolla,



e e o e e (o

Services of Roberts during the War. 105

and, on the 10th, accompanied by Major Roberts and other
officers, embarked in H.M.S. ¢ Feroze” for Suez, whence he
proceeded to England to receive the honours that were so justly
his due, and the Abyssinian Expedition came to an end. The
25th Bombay N.I., remained as a guard for the stores, and, on
the embarkation, on the 17th of June, of the last of these and
the followers, the headquarters of the regiment quitted Zoolla.
On the following day, the rear-guard, being two companies
of the 25th Regiment, embarked, and Annesley Bay returned
to its normal condition of solitude, save for the presence of a
guard of Egyptian troops to look after the railway®* and sundry
sheds and trucks left behind.

During the campaign now brought to a conclusion, while
other officers of the Quartermaster-General’s Department were
enjoying the excitement of active service and the invigorating
breezes of the Abyssinian highlands, it was Major Roberts’s
fortune to work on the burning plain of Zoolla, but his heroic
struggles against the disabilities of a constitution always
weakly, and now borne down by lassitude and fever, were
appreciated and recorded by those who had witnessed his self-
sacrificing efforts, or had the discernment to contrast to his
advantage these qualities with the self-assertion of others more
highly placed.

Sir Robert Napier paid Roberts the high compliment of
gelecting him to carry his final despatches to H.R.H. the Duke
of Cambridge, and his letter to the Military Secretary at the.
Horse Guards, written at Zoolla on the 5th of June, though
very flattering to Major Roberts, was only his due. He said,
T have the honour to acquaint you for the information of His
Royal Highness the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, that
I have selected Major Roberts, v.C., Royal Artillery, to convey,
for submission to His Royal nghness, the continuation of my
despatch of the 12th May, reporting the concluding operations

-and re-embarkation of the troops which composed the Abyssinian

* From returns by the Quartermaster-General’s Department it appears
that the railway from Zoolla to Koomayli, twelve miles in length, conveyed
in three months 9,000 tons of commissariat stores, 2,400 tons of matériel,
10,000 troops and 14 500 followers, with 2,000 tons of baggage, the whole
without accident or dehy
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Expeditionary Force. I would beg of you to be so good as to
bring Major Roberts to the favourable notice of His Royal
Highness. He performed the duties of Assistant-Quarter-
master-General at Zoolla throughout the campaign. It was
not possible to spare this officer from his important office at
our base with the duties of which he was thoroughly acquainted.
It will be, I am sure, satisfactory to His Royal Highness to
learn that, although the orders for the re-embarkation of the
force were issued near Magdala, and the greatest portion of the
troops had to traverse several hundred miles to reach their
ships, the embarkation took place nearly on the dates fixed.
The regiments generally embarked within forty-eight hours
after their departure from Senafe, marching fifty-five miles
through the passes to Koomailee, whence they were conveyed
by rail to the pier at Zoolla, and immediately sent to sea. By
this they were spared any unnecessary exposure in the extreme
heat of Zoolla. I beg to forward for submission to His Royal
Highness a copy of a demi-official letter* from Major-General
Russell, commanding at Zoolla, relative to the manner in
which the embarkation was carried out, and also an extract
from a report from that cfficer on the highly valuable assist-
ance afforded him by Major Roberts at all times, and more espe-
cially in the re-embarkations referred to in General Russell’s
letter.”

Roberts left Sir Robert Napier at Suez, and, proceeding from
Alexandria vi4 Brindisi, with the despatches with which he was
entrusted, hurried across the continent, and landed in England
after an absence of ten years. His feelings on treading again

* From Major-General Russell, commanding at Zoolls, to the Military
Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief Abyssinia Expeditionary Force,
dated Zoolla, 3rd of June, 1868.

“From Major Roberts, V.C., the Assistant-Quartermaster-General, I have
received most valuable assistance, and he has conducted the duties of the
department at Zoolla most entirely to my satisfaction. He has lately had
very arduous duties in surveying and allotting vessels and arranging the
re-embarkation of the troops, and has in his communications with tﬁle aval
and Transport authorities carried on the duties to the satisfaction of all.
He has taken such interest in the re-embarkation and has been so energetic
and efficient that I submitted a request for him to be permitted to remain
at Zoolla and complete the re-embarkation, which request has been granted.
I am specially indebted to him for his very valuable assistance.”



e ey _ iy

e

e

Roberts Compiles the Transport Regulations. 107

the soil of his native country were, doubtless, not inaptly
expressed by the lines of Coleridge :—

“If aught on earth demands an unmixed feeling,
’Tis surely this—after long years of exile,
To step forth on firm land, and gazing round us,
To hail at once our country and our birth-place.”

On the arrival of Sir Robert Napier in England, he participated
in the banquets and fétes that were given to the successful
General.

For his services during the campaign, Roberts received the
brevet rank of lieutenant-colonel, and, while in England, was
offered by Sir William Mansfield, the Commander-in-Chief in
India, the post of First Assistant-Quartermaster-General at
Army headquarters, and, in February, 1869, sailed for India
and took up the appointment in the following month. At this
time Colonel P. S. Lumsden was Quartermaster-General, but
during-the two succeeding winters, in the absence of his chief,
Colonel Roberts was in charge of the department, and, with his
usual energy, employed such leisure as he could command in
compiling Parts I. and II. of the Transport Regulations, ¢ By
Sea,” and ‘“ By Rail.”” He writes to us, “I felt there was a
great want for transport regulations, and I compiled Parts I.
and II. which form the basis of the present regulations as used
in India.”

Colonel Roberts added to the Mutiny medal, with three clasps,
and the India medal for the Umbeyla campaign, the medal for
Abyssinia. _ )

Alone among our wars this campaign is remarkable for
having been brought to a conclusion, not absolutely without
spilling a drop of blood—for seventeen officers and men were
wounded at the action of Arogie, and fifteen at the capture of
Magdala—but without the loss of a single life in action on the
British side. Lord Napier merited all the honours and enco-
miums he received for his conduct of the operations in what
has well been called an ‘“ Engineers’ War,” though it was
scarcely less a Quartermaster-General’s War, for the difficulties
of transporting supplies along the 400 miles intervening be-
tween Zoolla and Magdala, were of a nature that may be said,
without exaggeration, to be almost unparalleled. To Colonel
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Roberts the experience he had gained in this campaign was
priceless, and no long time elapsed before he was in a position
to put in practice the lessons he had learned under a master
in the art of mountain warfare. To a man who (to paraphrase
a famous saying) ¢‘ was an excellent official if you will, but a
soldier above all,”’ the kudos he gained as being ¢“indispensable”
at Zoolla, must have been dashed by the thought that he was
not present at the capture of the stronghold of the Abyssinian
Emperor. To a soldier combining the impetuous valour that
gained him the V.C., with the strategic skill of which he has
given such striking examples in Afghanistan, the perils of the
assault were the most congenial experiences of military life,
and he would agree with the fiery Hotspur :—

¢ S8end danger from the East unto the West,
8o honour cross it from the North to the South.”
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CHAPTER VII.

The Looshai Campaign—Description of the Country and Cause of the War
—Colonel Roberts fits out the two Columns of the Expeditionary
Force—He joins General Bourchier at Cachar—March of the Cachar
Column—Arrival at Tipai Mookh—Attack on the Kholel Villages led
by Oolonel Roberts—Further Operations against the Looshais—Action
o¥ the 25th of January, 1872—Colonel Roberts Commands at the
Capture of Taikoom—Arrival at Chumfai—Conclusion of Peace and
Return of the Oolumn to India—Roberts is appointed Quartermaster-
General at Army Head-quarters—His Services in that Capacity—
Lord Lytton and General Roberts—Roberts is nominated Commandant
of the Punjaub Irregular Force and Special Commissioner on the
Scinde-Punjaub Frontier. - ,

In 1871 the Indian Government was involved in hostilities with
the wild tribes on the south-east frontier of Bengal, known by
the common name of Looshai, and Colonel Roberts's services
were again brought into requisition. Their country, almost a
terra incognita, is situated between the southern extremity of
the Cachar district and the northern boundary of the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts, and consists of a belt of land about 100 miles
in length, traversed by high ranges of mountains running
nearly due north and south. On the Chittagong side of the
Looshai portion of the country, these mountains are more or
less inhabited, but towards the Cachar frontier the broad and
swampy valleys are almost entirely devoid of population, a
result due not so much to their unhealthiness as to the raids of
more powerful neighbours. :

The Looshais, says Colonel Roberts,® are a family of the
great Kokie tribe, who may be found in Independent, or Hill,
Tipperah, which bounds the Looshai country on the west. The
Looshais first raided on British territory in 1850, and, in
January of the following year, Colonel Lyster, political agent

® Bee “ Narrative of the Cachar Column, Looshai Expeditionary Force,”
ublished in vol. ii. of the “Journal of the United Service Institution of
ndia,” in which the author minutely describes the organization of the
Expedition.
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in the Cossyal and Jynteah Hills, and Commandant of the
Sylhet Light Infantry, marched from Cachar with a small force,
and penetrated their country a distance of 100 miles, inflicting
severe punishment and releasing 400 captives, but he expressed
his ¢ confirmed impression that this robber tribe will not cease
to infest the frontier until they shall have been most severely
~ dealt with.,” Matters remained tolerably quiet until 1862,
when aggressions occurred in Sylhet, culminating in 1868-69
in a series of outrages on the tea-gardens of Cachar, when the
Government despatched two columns, under Brigadier-General
Nuthall and Major Stephenson, 7th Native Infantry, with twenty
days’ provisions. But the expedition started too late in the
season, and was ill-organized, and returned without meeting
with opposition or effecting any of the objects sought to be
attained.

The Supreme Government now tried the policy of concilia-
tion, and, on the 20th December, 1869, Mr. Edgar, Deputy
Commissioner of the district, accompanied by Major Macdonald
of the Survey Department, and a small escort of police, left
Cachar and visited Soonai and Beparee Bazaar, the centre of
the territory of Sookpilal, the most powerful of the chiefs
raiding on British territory, who paid him a visit on the 28rd
March, and discussed the question of the boundary between
the Looshai and British States. In the following December,
Majors Macdonald and Graham, the Civil Officer, were deputed
to proceed with a small police escort on a friendly mission to
the country of the Sylhoos, situated to the south of Sookpilal’s
territory, and Mr. Edgar penetrated to Dullesur, where he had
an interview with Sookpilal, who, on the part of the western
chiefs, agreed to the boundary clearly defined in a ‘¢ sunnud,”
or written engagement, but declared that he could not negotiate
on behalf of the tribes to the east of the Soonai river. But
the old chief was acting with duplicity, and at this time the
Sylhoos and Howlongs, tribes to the north and north-east of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and the north-eastern Looshais,
under Lalboorah, entered Sylhet and Cachar, destroying villages
and property, killing the coolies and Mr. Winchester, a tea-
grower, whose daughter, six years of age, was carried off.
To recover this second little Helen of Troy, ¢ the direful spring
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of woes unnumbered,” a considerable force was assembled, and
the Indian Government found itself involved in hostilities.

At this time Lord Napier of Magdala, the Commander-in-
Chief, accompanied by Brigadier-General George Bourchier,
C.B., commanding the eastern frontier, whose name has
appeared before in these pages, happened to be on a tour of
inspection through the district, and, under his lordship’s in-
structions, the Brigadier-General proceeded to Shillong to take
steps for the protection of that frontier, and despatched a small
force up the Soonai river, which succeeded in ensuring the
safety of Mr. Edgar, then returning from his mission to Sook-
pilal. On the 24th February the Commander-in-Chief, having
inspected Dibrooghur and the other stations on the Brahma-
pootra, reached Cachar, and, as the season was too far advanced
for active operations, in conjunction with the General command-
ing the district, he made arrangements for defending the frontier,
forts and stockades being established at suitable points, with
roads communicating between them.

Acting on the recommendation of Lord Napier, the Supreme
Government, on the 80th June, 1871, directed the Military
Department to organize an expedition in the Looshai country,
to consist of two columns, starting from Cachar and Chittagong,
with the forces of the Rajahs of Munnepore and Tipperah
acting in co-operation, while the services of Sookpilal were to
be brought in requisition on the north, and of Rutton Pooea, a
powerful chief, on the south, from which side the Chittagong
column would attack. Lord Napier, in the previous March,
had impressed on the Government that all the details connected
with the organization and equipment of the force and supply
of carriage, should be carefully considered beforehand, so that
there might be no chance of failure, such as had lately over-
taken some mountain expeditions.

On the 18th July his lordship was definitely called upon to
submit his proposals for giving effect to the measures decided
upon against the Looshais, and, four days later, the Commander-
in-Chief submitted his scheme, the main features of which
were that each column was to consist of 1,500 picked men from
the Regular Native Infantry, half a Peshawur Mountain
battery, with two steel guns, and two 5}-inch mortars carried
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on elephants, and onc company of Sappers and Miners. No
tents were to be carried, each fighting man being supplied with
a waterproof sheet, and baggage and camp followers were to be
reduced to a minimum, every one being rationed by the Com-
missariat. These recommendations were adopted, as well as
others suggesting that the co-operation of the Munnepore and
Tipperah Rajahs should be limited to the protection of their
own frontiers, the opening out of roads, and maintaining com-
munications through their own territories. The Commander-
in-Chief also strongly insisted on the Political Officers with the
columns acting in subordination to the Generals, and Colonel
Roberts writes :—‘‘ This move was attended with the happiest
results ; indeed, it is not too much to say that to it, as much
a8 to the efficiency of the troops, the ultimate success of the
expedition was due.” '

The suggestions of the Commander-in-Chief having received
the approval of Government, orders were at once issued to the
several departments concerned, and, by the beginning of Sep-
tember, the fitting out of the two columns had been fairly
commenced.

The experience Colonel Roberts had acquired during fifteen
years’ service in the Quartermaster-General’s Department, and
more recently in the Abyssinian campaign, was now to be put
to the test, and the completeness with which he fitted out this
small expedition was an earnest of what he could do on a larger
scale and in a more important crisis, and evidenced that he
possessed the qualities for a successful chief of which the
‘ sage Polydamas ”’ declared that Hector, with all his valour,
was deficient.

“To few, and wondrous few, has Jove assign'd
A wise, extensive, all-considering mind.”

Lord Napier, who had formed, from personal observation in
Abyssinia, a high estimate of the energy and professional
capacity of Colonel Roberts, placed the entire preparation of
the columns in his hands, and the result was that nothing
could be more complete and efficient than the organization and
equipment of the expedition. For this service he received
from the Commander-in-Chief, through his immediate chief,
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Colonel R. S. Lumsden, “ the expression of his Excellency’s
approbation of the highly satisfactory manner in which the
duties entrusted to you for the preparation of the Looshai
expedition and its despatch from Calcutta, have been carried
out.”

Colonel Roberts was appointed Senior Staff Officer of the
‘Force, and, having despatched the stores and equipment of the
columns by the 8rd November, joined Brigadier-General
Bourchier, commanding the Cachar column*® (his old comrade
at Delhi), at Silchar, the Sudder, or principal station of the
district. The Chittagong column was commanded by Brigadier-
General Charles Brownlow, C.B., but with its operations we
are not concerned.

On arriving at Silchar, Colonel Roberts, accompanied by
Colonel Nuthall, of the 44th Native Infantry, went out to
explore the route over the Burban range, but the difficulties
appeared so great that it was decided that the advance should
be made by the alternative route, round by Luckipore and the
banks of the Barak. On the 21st November, a wing of the
44th Native Infantry marched to Luckipore, and, on the 23rd,
General Bourchier and his staff followed with one wing of the
44th and the Sappers, when road-making towards Tipai Mookh
commenced, a labour which never ceased until the end of
January, by which time 110 miles had been completed. This
last-named place had been fixed upon as the base of operations
for the left column, after a lengthy discussion, as it was
believed that from there the tribes of the chiefs about to be

* The Cachar, or left, Column consisted of :—* Half Peshawur Mountain
Battery, Captain Blackwood, R.A.; one company Sappers and Minuers,
Lieutenant Harvey, R.E.; 500 men of the 22nd Punjaub Native Infantry,
Colonel Stafford ; 500 of the 42nd Assam Light Infantry, Colonel Rattray,
C.B.; 500 44th Assam Light Infantry, Colonel Hicks: and 100 police
under Mr. Daly. There were 1,400 coolies, under Lieutenant-Colone
Davidson of the Commissariat ; also a Coolie Corps of 800 men for the
carriage of the Sepoys’ baggage, under Major Moore. In addition 600
Coolies joined during the campaign to replace casualties. There were 121
elephants, and 32 others arrived fa'.]ter ; of which 20 died in the campaign.
The Staff Officers, besides Colonel Roberts, were Captain Thompson, Brigade-
Major, and Captain Butter, Aide-de-Camp. Dr. Buckle, Inspector-General
of Hospitals, was in medical charge, and Mr. Edgar was Political Officer of
the Column, acting in subordination to the General. The Topographical
survey was under Captain Badgley, and the telegraph under Mr. Pitman.

1
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coerced—Vonpilal, Poiboy, and Vouolel—could be most easily
rcached. Had the meeting of the two columns been the pri-
mary object of the expedition, a more westerly course, either
by the valley of the Soonai or the Dullesur, would have been
adopted, but it was hoped that, by whichever route the columns
advanced, they would be able to effect a junction after the
Looshais had been sufficiently punished.

For the greater part of this way there was not even the
vestige of a path, and many a long and weary reconnoissance
was made by Colonel Roberts before the best line for the
advance could be selected. The troops, however, worked with
a will, and the Sappers, under Lieutenant Harvey, traced out
the road, which was widened to a suitable extent by the lead-
ing wing of the 44th Regiment, the other corps following in
succession by wings, each doing their share. Colonel Roberts
writes of the work done under somewhat adverse circum-
stances :—*‘ Notwithstanding the extreme heat of the climate,
and the difficult nature of the country, which was one suc-
cession of rolling hills covered with dense jungle and huge
creepers, and intersected by numerous rivers and watercourses,
a good road from six to eight feet wide was constructed, with a
gradient easy enough for laden elephants to travel over.”

This sort of campaigning is not exhilarating, and is more
trying for regular troops than the excitement of battle, when
discipline and superior arms inspire confidence.  Byron
justly speaks of

“The nightly muster and the silent march
In the chill dark, when courage doth not glow
So much as under a triumphal arch.”

On the 29th November, General Bourchier arrived at Mynad-
hur, on the farther side of the Burban range, where commis-
sariat stores for three months had been collected, and ordnance
and other stores were rapidly arriving. Here, also, a telegraph
had been carried, and a daily post established, so that by the
first week in December, headquarters were in postal and tele-
graphic communication with Calcutta. Between Mynadhur and
Tipai Mookh, four camps close to the Barak bank, were estab-
lished, each consisting of comfortable huts made by the troops
and coolies, the framework comsisting of bamboo leaves, and
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grass, fastened together with strips of bark, and the interior
furnished with a low raised bamboo floor for sleeping purposes.
As opposition was expected, General Bourchier, accompanied
by Colonel Roberts, reconnoitred the place, which was found to
be deserted, when it was occupied and made the base of opera-
tions. Tipai Mookh (the junction between the Tipai and Barak)
is eighty-four miles from Cachar, but in this short distance the
river Barak had to be crossed four times. ,

By the 4th December preparations for an advance were com-
pleted, and headquarters marched two days later ; but the diffi-
culties as to roads and water on the route were so considerable
that the Toweeboom river, distant twenty miles from Tipai
Mookh, was only reached on the 22nd of the month. Crossing
the river, the column encamped a little above its junction with
the Tipai. During the advance, small bodies of Looshais were
encountered, but they retired on the approach of the recon-
noitring parties. General Bourchier determined at once to
attack the Kholel villages before the people had time to
strengthen them, and, early on the morning of the 28rd,
leaving a guard in camp, marched with the remainder of the
troops up the hill. Colonel Roberts, with fifty men of the
22nd Punjaub Native Infantry, under Major Stafford, led the
advance up the ascent, which was very steep, and through
thick jungles. On arriving at a clearing in the forest, where
was a stockade, Colonel Roberts collected the troops, who,
owing to the narrowness of the path, straggled up, and could
not keep any proper order, and advanced towards the work in
which the enemy had taken up a position. As the detachment
emerged into the open, the Looshais fired two volleys, which
wounded two men, but before the Punjaubees could reach them
with the bayonet, they had evacuated the place and dlsa.ppeared
into the jungle. The work, which was full of rice, was de-
stroyed, and the column continued its toilsome chase after the
enemy, who were driven from stockade to stockade.

The tactics adopted by the enemy were to post themselves at
the top of each ascent, fire a volley, and retreat; but, never-
theless, the British troops were able to inflict some loss upon
them, as was evident by the traces of blood that marked their
line- of flight, though they took care to remove their slain, as,

12
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according to a superstition prevalent among them, the man
who loscs his head in battle becomes the slave of the victor
in the next world.

Storchouses full of grain were found in each stockade, and
were destroyed, together with the contents. Advancing in this
way for several hours, through thick jungle, with an occasional
hamlet, the column came upon a large village, which the
Gceneral determined to occupy, as there was a good stream of
water close at hand. He accordingly sent back to Tipai for
the baggage. Meantime, accompanied by Roberts and his
staff, he took a detachment of the 44th higher up the hill, to
look for the Chief Kalhi’s principal village, which had been
seen from the camp  on the Seubong range. The ascent was
very steep, the village being situated at an elevation of 8,300
feet above the point left in the morning. The Looshais made
an attempt to defend the village, but the 44th drove them out,
and the place was burnt, when the detachment retraced its
steps to the village fixed upon for occupation. During the
day the losses had been only two men killed and four severely
wounded.

The troops were so exhausted by their exertions that it was
with great difficulty the pickets could be prevailed upon to con-
struct breastworks, though materials in abundance were at
hand. Throughout the night the Looshais kept up a harass-
ing fire under cover of the forest which surrounded the village,
and as soon as morning dawned, a party moved out to clear the
ground near the pickets. Later in the day the General pro-
ceeded, with Colonel Roberts and sixty-two men of all ranks,
being all that were available for the duty, to attack another
village a short distance to the south, which was carried with a
rush, the enemy evacuating the place after firing a volley. -

Christmas day was spent burning the stockades and gran-
aries in the neighbourhood, and, at night, the officers celebrated
the day in the fashion usual among Englishmen in all parts of
the world, and under the most depressing circumstances. All
the officers assembled at the headquarters mess, and dined at a
table “ raised in a conspicuous position, with candles burning
before them and Looshais firing from the jungle close by.’’*

#* < The Looshai Expedition,” by Lieutenant R. G. Woodthorpe, R.E.




e e

e e e e et e

He Conducts the Retivement. 117

Though some of the sentries were wounded, none of the officers,
though presenting such excellent marks, were hit, and that
‘““music hath charms the savage breast to quell,” was proved
by a singular circumstance. When, after dinner, the officers
in turn favoured the company with a song, the auditory included
the fierce children of the forest, who stopped firing when each
song commenced, and resumed it on its conclusion.

‘When starting from Tipai, on the 28rd, it was understood
that the route to Lalboorah’s village lay by the Voombong
mountain and the new Kholel villages, but from a closer in-
spection of the country it became evident that they had taken
the wrong road, and that it would be necessary to retrace their
steps to the Toweeboom, and take a fresh departure thence for
old Kholel, a collection of deserted villages near Pachowee,
visible at some distance on the opposite bank of the Tipai. As
there were only 250 fighting men available, and the nature of
the country necessitated proceeding in single file, it was difficult
to guard the long line of sick, wounded, and coolies; but the
retirement was planned by Colonel Roberts, and executed with
skill and success, and reflected great credit on all concerned.
By 10 o’clock on the 26th the preparations were complete, and
the column marched, Colonel Stafford’s detachment of the 22nd
Punjaubees leading, a detachment of the 44th, under Captain
Lightfoot, guarding the coolies and non-combatants, and
Colonel Nuthall and Captain Robertson bringing up the rear
with the remainder of the 44th. As the rearguard, accompanied
by General Bourchier and Colonel Roberts, quitted the village,
after setting it on fire, the Looshais entered at the other end,
yelling and screaming like fiends, but were kept off by the
steady fire of the skirmishers of the 44th. All the way down
the hill, a distance of five miles, to the river, the savages en-
deavoured to get past the rearguard to attack the coolies with
the baggage, but, says Roberts, * they were invariably baffled
by the little Goorkhas, who, extending rapidly where the ground
allowed, retired through their supports in admirable order, and
gave the enemy no chance of passing.

On the 27th and 28th December, Colonel Roberts was em-
ployed reconnoitring the route, and, on the following day, the
General, accompanied by his staff and Mr. Edgar, and taking
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with him a wing of the 22nd Punjaubees, under Colonel Rat-
tray, which had joined the camp, returned to the Kholel vil-
lages that had been burnt to show the natives that it was not
fear that had caused the retirement. Here an envoy was
received from the Chief named Poiboy, soliciting peace, and a
cessation of hostilities was arranged. Meanwhile the Sappers
and Goorkhas cornmenced road-making, and, on the arrival of
a sufficiency of supplies for a further advance, the General,
with Colonel Roberts and his staff, left the camp on the 6th
January, 1872, and halting at the Sapper camp for the night,
arrived at the river Tuitu on the following morning.

On the 8th, headquarters, with the Sappers, marched to a
deserted village on the Kholel range, called Daidoo, where a
wet night was passed, there being no shelter, or bamboos to
construct huts, and the rain coming down in torrents. On the
following day camp was formed at Pachowee, officially known
as No. 9, where an agent arrived from Sookpilal with a message
from that Chief and Khalkom that they would soon come in to
make their submission. The General sent him back with an
intimation that he would not delay his march, and a road was
at once commenced to Lalboora, through Poiboy’s country.
Three miles from No. 9 post were the deserted villages of
old Kholel, where is the tomb of Vonpilal, the once powerful
Looshai chief, who ruled over Daidoo, Poiboy and Kholel. On
the 18th, the 22nd Regiment arrived, and, three days after, the
two steel guns (the mortars were never brought to the front),
and also Major Moore, bringing the Goorkha coolies, of whom
nearly 800 had died of cholera since leaving Calcutta. All the
troops of the Cachar column, with the exception of a guard at
Mjynadhur, were now distributed at the posts between Tipai
Mookh and No. 9.

On the 17th, the General and staff, including Colonel Roberts
and Mr. Edgar, leaving behind a guard of fifty men, marched
from Pachui, with 2 wing of the 44th, and, crossing the Tuivai,
and passing a stockade where 200 men armed with muskets
were collected, ascended to Chepui, a height of 2,200 feet
above the river’s bed, where the column passed the night in
some unfinished houses, Here the troops remained till the
22nd, Colonel Roberts employing the interval in reconnoitring.
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The villagers sought to mislead him by pointing out a round-
about route, but, says Lieutenant Woodthorpe, ¢ Colonel
Roberts, feeling convinced that there must be a more direct
road, was untiring in his endeavours to discover it, and at last
success rewarded his efforts.”” As the time did not admit of
constructing roads, General Bourchier determined to use the
country paths, taking on only the artillery elephants, the sup-
plies being brought on from Chepui by coolies.

On the 22nd January the advance was continued along a
rocky path to Station No. 11, whence Colonel Roberts, taking
a guide with him, reconnoitred the roads which diverged shortly
after reaching the camp. He resolved to adopt the road across
the Tuila and over a spur of the Surklang, but Poiboy, expect-
ing the invaders would use the route by Gnaupa, had fortified
several strong points, and determined to make a stand. On
arriving at the next camp the General and Colonel Roberts
went on ahead to reconnoitre, and, on the 25th, the force came
into collision with the enemy.

The advance, consisting of fifty men of the 44th, accom-
panied by the General and his staff, had advanced about half a
mile from camp, and were climbing over a steep, rocky part of
the path, when suddenly a heavy fire was opened upon them,
the General’s orderly being killed, and the General himself
receiving wounds in the left arm and hand. There was a
sharp struggle on the bank of the purling, swiftly-flowing
brook, whose waters ran stained with blood, while the fierce
yell of the Looshai mountaineer was answered by the wild cry
of the little Goorkha, who was not less at home on the rocky
hill-side, which reminded him of his sequestered valleys in
distant Nepaul. Thirteen Looshais fell almost in one spot in
the stream, victims to the terrible ‘“ kookrie, ” or knife, which
these hardy mountaineers wield with such dexterity. One
young Looshai, panic-struck at the fate which had befallen so
many of his countrymen, was seen, in trying to make his
escape up the slippery rock, to lose his footing, and before he
could recover himself was cut down at one blow by a Goorkha.
As when Sarpedon fell beneath Patroclus’ ¢ never-erring dart ”

“The Fates suppress’d his labouring breath,
Aud his eyes darken'd with the shades of death.”
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On General Bourchier being disabled, Colonel Roberts tem-
porarily assumed the command, and the troops dashing into the
stream, drove the enemy up the hill and through the jungle.
After having his wounds bound up, General Bourchier followed
the column, which had pushed on rapidly for the village by a
path running along the face of a precipice. At this point a
stockade had been constructed, but the enemy were so panic-
striken that they abandoned it and fled wildly towards another
large stockade, which they prepared to defend ; the position was,
however, turned by a party of the 44th, and the Looshais, find-
ing themselves taken in flank, abandoned the stockade and the
village of Kungnung, 200 yards beyond, and disappeared into
the forest and down the hill-side. In this spirited affair the
British loss was only two killed and five wounded, and that of
the Looshais over sixty. Speaking of Colonel Roberts’s services
the General reported :— ‘¢ At the outset I was wounded by two
slugs in the left arm and hand, and although not disabled for
the rest of the subsequent advance, I was so at one time, and
have to thank Colonel Roberts and my staff for carrying out the
details which ended so successfully.”

As the attack thus successfully repelled had been made by
_Poiboy’s men, the General determined to burn the village of
" Taikoom, and, at noon on the following day, despatched Colonel

Roberts in command of a small column, consisting of 100 men
from the 22nd and 44th regiments, and the two mountain
7-pounder guns, which had only arrived that morning in camp.
During the course of the reconnoissance made two days before,
it was ap-arent that, owing to the nature of the country, these
guns, if conveyed by elephants, could not be conveyed to
Taikoom in one day, so it was decided that they should be
carried by coolies. Accordingly, six men were told off to each
gun, which weighed only 1501bs. apiece, six to each carriage,
two for each wheel, and four for the ammurnition boxes, each
containing nine rounds. By noon the small column, under
the command of Colonel Roberts, was on the march towards
Taikoom, which lay due east. The path descended for about a
mile and a half till it reached the bend of the stream just
below the saddle connecting Muthilen, a great hill rising to an
altitude of 6,000 feet, with the Soorklang, a wild mass of
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peaks, whence, ascending again, it joined the path reconnoitred
by Roberts on the 24th.

Passing a stockade containing granaries, Colonel Roberts
continued his march between two spurs of the neighbouring
hills, about a mile beyond which, on the farther side of a
valley, was a strong stockade, built across a road which it quite
commanded, and having on its right flank a steep rocky ravine,
in which a large party of the enemy were collected. As the
nature of the ground did not permit of a direct attack with the
limited force of infantry under his command, Colonel Roberts
resolved on making a flank movement, a feature of military
tactics with which these unsophisticated hillmen were unac-
quainted. This entailed a fatiguing march over steep spurs, at
one time attaining a height of 6,000 feet, but,at length, the party
came out on the road, about & mile beyond the stockade. The
Looshais, on finding their position turned, retired to Taikoom,
upon which Colonel Roberts continued his mareh with all expe-
dition, but it was five o’clock before he came in sight of it.

The village, which contained about 200 houses, surrounded
by a strong palisade, is situated on the top of a small hill, and
was found to be full of men, who were collected in a large open
space at the upper end. The position Colonel Roberts took up..
completely commanded the village, from which it was some
1,200 yards distant, and the guns were brought into action on
a level space on the right of the road. Captain Blackwood,
who was in command, opened fire, and his practice was so
good, the second shell bursting amid a group of men, that,
after a few rounds, Colonel Roberts led the infantry in person,
and entered the village at one end as the enemy evacuated it at
the other. Taikoom was set on fire, and as it was past six
o’clock, the troops, having secured some live stock, which were
slaughtered by the Goorkhas, commenced the return march,
guided by the light of the moon. Camp was reached in safety
at 11 p.M., every officer and man being thoroughly fatigued.
Thus successfully terminated Colonel Roberts’s first indepen-
dent command, which was an earnest of what he was capable
of doing. .

General Bourchier, in forwarding to Lord Napier of Magdala,
a copy of Colonel Roberts’s despatch, observes:— I need
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scarcely add one word to what he has described therein, except
acknowledging in the warmest terms the services on this and
every occasion of this distinguished officer ; the distance he
had to travel was more than anticipated, and he did not return
to camp until half-past ten at night. This was the first occa-
sion on which the guns had been taken into action, and while
I was perfectly confident in the officer to whom I had entrusted
this expedition, I felt somewhat anxious, being unable to wit-
ness their first effect upon the enemy.”

The Quartermaster-General at army headquarters, in for-
warding enclosures from General Bourchier, referring to
Colonel Roberts’s services, to the Military Department of the
Government of India, says, Lord Napier desires ‘ to draw
the attention of Government to the skilfully and judiciously
planned, and ably and boldly executed operations therein set
forth, and to the praiseworthy services of Lieutenant-Colonel
Roberts, V.C., and the other officers brought to notice by the
Brigadier-General.”

On the 29th January, 1872, a telegram was received at
Kungnung, announcing that Sookpilal had delivered up the
child, Mary Winchester, to General Brownlow, commanding
the right, or Chittagong, column, and, during the following two
days, the Looshais arrived in camp, bringing in the indemnity
in kind, demanded from Poiboy for his share in the attack of
the 25th.

On the 1st February, General Bourchier, accompanied by
his staff, including Colonel Roberts and Mr. Edgar, marched
with a detachment of the 22nd and 44th regiments for Chelam,
Poiboy’s chief village, taking the road along the steep slope of
the western face of Muthilen. On the following day the
column arrived at Chelam, which was perched on the side of a
hill at an elevation of 5,800 feet, and consisted of about 200
houses enclosed in a strong stockade, with two other smaller
villages, also stockaded, on other peaks. Chelam, which had
just been vacated by its inhabitants, was occupied by the trcops,
who made themselves comfortable in the houses in which the
fires were still smouldering, and there being a plentiful supply
of pigs, the hill coolies killed as many as were required, and
Europeans and natives alike revelled in a plethora of pork, for



e | L L I e e i

A Forced March. 123

which viand the Goorkha has a great predilection. During the
night a fire occurred, which consumed twenty-five houses and
some of the public buildings, but it was extinguished by the
exertions of the soldiers and camp followers.

In order to obviate the danger to life and property from a
recurrence of these fires, Colonel Roberts was sent, early on
the following morning, to search for a suitable camping ground,
and one having been selected, the troops moved thither, and
huts were quickly constructed, the cold—for the thermometer
marked one degree above freezing-point at night—rendering a
bivouac out of the question. As one of the chief objects of
the expedition was to effect the reduction of the village of
Chumfai, 110 miles distant from Tipai Mookh, belonging to
the powerful chief, Lalbourah, General Bourchier commenced
collecting twelve days’ supplies for his force, and telegraphed
his intention to General Brownlow, vid Calcutta, so that if
possible the two columns might effect a junction at that spot.
A wing of the 42nd arrived at Chelam on the 11th January, and
the General, making up his flying column to 400 men, drawn
from the 22nd and 44th regiments and artillery, with the two
guns, on the following day marched from Chelam, leaving
Colonel Rattray to occupy the camp. Baggage had been re-
duced to the utmost extent, the officers taking with them only
two blankets, one change of clothes, and a few cooking utensils.

The route, as before, was along the sides of mountains and
across ravines and valleys, but everywhere the fortified villages
were deserted, and the stockades unoccupied. One of these, at
Tulcheng, was of considerable strength, and displayed great
ingenuity, as there were flanking defences. On the 16th
February the column entered Lalbourah’s valley of Chumfai,
having an elevation of nearly 5,000 feet, and, on the following
day, took possession of Lungvel, the deserted village of Vonolel,
in which was that chief’s tomb, a curious structure, decked
with horns and human heads, according to Looshai custom.
At this spot the British flag was hoisted amid hearty cheers,
and General Bourchier, addressing the troops, said that they
had reached the limit of their march into the enemy’s
country.

The village, which consisted of 1,000 houses, was fired, and
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the troops retlired to pitch their camp in the valley below,
where, on the following day, the General received a deputation
of headmen from Chonchim, who came to make their sub-
mission. The British terms were, the surrender of Lalbourah,
or of three headmen in his place, the admission of Government
agents to their villages if required, the surrender of captured
firearms, and the payment of a fine in kind.  After the meet-
ing General Bourchier took with him 150 men and ascended
the hill to Chonchim, which was strongly stockaded and filled
with armed Looshais, and for a time it seemed as if a resort
would have to be made to hostile measures, but after a parley
the General and his staff with twenty men were admitted into
the enclosure. Thus the submission of the tribe was com-
plete, and could not be explained away by the sophistries
barbarous chiefs employ in such cases to explain their humili-
ation.

In the evening the troops returned to Chumfai, and parties
were sent out on the following day, to make a cursory examina-
tion of the country. The British terms were all complied with,
three muntris, or chiefs, being chosen as hostages, and then, as
agreed on by telegraph with General Brownlow, on the night of
the 20th February, rockets were sent up to advise him of their
position, but were not visible owing to the height of the inter-
vening mountain ranges, the distance between the two columns
being some fifty miles-as the crow flies. It was a subject for
regret that the meeting of the columns, which was one of the
original intentions sought to be attained in framing the plan
of campaign, was not effected ; but for this the Cachar force
was in no way to blame, as it attained the objective point of
its march. According to Captain East, the accomplished
Chief Staff Officer of the Chittagong column, the results to be
attained by a junction of the two columus did not warrant a
march over more than eighty miles of unknown and moun-
tainous country, inhabited by independent tribes.*

* The following, to borrow General Brownlow’s own language, were the
results of his four months’ campaign :—** The complete subjection of two
powerful tribes, inbabiting upwards of sixty villages, of which twenty that
resisted were attacked and destroyed ; the personal submission of fifteen
chiefs, and their solemn engagement on behalf of themselves and tributaries
for future good behaviour; the recovery of Mary Winchester, and the
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On the evening of the 21st, further signals, blue lights and

rockets, were sent up from the Murklang hill, which received
no response, and, on the morning of the 22nd February, the
homeward march was commenced, to the satisfaction alike of
the European officers and Sepoys.
- The withdrawal from the Looshai country was conducted
without any contretemps, a result due to the admirable arrange-
ments of Colonel Roberts, who also earned the thanks of the
officers of the column for the regularity with which throughout
the expedition, the dawk, or post, was despatched, ‘‘ not a day
having passed,” says an officer of the force, ‘‘ without despatch-
ing the dawk, and scarcely a day without receiving the letters
and papers.”

Tipai Mookh was reached on the 7th March, and as the heat
was great and cholera prevailed, the column proceeded thence
by boat, but the dreaded pestilence pursued the troops after
their arrival at Cachar, and even up country to the hill-station
of Shillong. There was much sickness also, due to the priva-
tions endured by the force, which had campaigned without
tents, and two officers, Captain Harrison, 42nd Native In-
fantry, and Captain Cookesley, Royal Artillery, belonging to
the half-battery, who was the photographer of the column,
died from the effects of climate. The former officer was quite
unfit to proceed on active service, and was on his way to Cal-
cutta to return to England, but when his regiment was ordered
to the front, got his leave cancelled in the hope of gaining
some glory in a campaign which could not afford much scope
for military distinction. But as Byron says:

¢ Oh, glorious laurel ! since for one sole leaf
Of thine imaginary deathless tree,
Of blood and tears must flow the unebbing sea.”

liberation of upwards of 150 British subjects, who had from time to time
heen made captives. In addition the operations of the column, which, by
frequent departures from the main line of advance, covered a large area,
enabled the officers of the Survey to triangulate 3,000 square miles of
country, more than half of which was surveyed in detail, and also to com-
plete the connection between the Cachar and Chittagong districts.” To
effect this success, the casualties of Brownlow’s column were trifling, and
consisted of seven killed and thirteen wounded ; from sickness, there were
thirty deaths amongst the fighting men, and amongst the coolies and
followers, 118, .
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A large number of officers suffered from ill-health, including
General Bourchier* and Colonel Roberts, who writes to us that
““the privations were great, and the climate of Looshai most
trying.”” To the invaluable services <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>